Bonsall Parish Council
Minutes of the Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19th November 2019 at 7.30pm at
Bonsall Village Hall.
Chair of the Council: Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk: Tony Payne 27 High St Bonsall DE4 2AS; telephone: 01629 822311 email: bonsallclerk@gmail.com
Minute
No
19/11/1

Item
Present
Cllrs Addis Barry Grover Harris Pountain and J Smith, District Cllrs Pawley and Purdy and
County Cllr Irene Ratcliffe and Mr T Payne (Clerk/RFO). Two members of the public.

19/11/2

Apologies for Absence: Cllr S. Smith,

19/11/3

Variation to the Order of Business: None

Action

19/11/4
Declaration of Interests: None
19/11/5

Public Speaking
Remembrance Poppies: Leigh Johnson congratulated Cllr Jon Barry and Pete Spencer on
the Parish Council poppy display.
Ownership of Public Toilets: Leigh Johnson referred to title deeds which suggested that the
WC land had been transferred by the Trustees of the Village Hall to the former Urban District
Council in 1973, and said that this should be investigated. The Clerk said that the ownership
issues were being dealt with by DDDC as part of the transfer to the Parish Council.
Quarry Liaison Group: there was comment about water flow from Ball Eye quarry onto the
Via Gellia; Cllr Ratcliffe said that this was a priority route and that it would be gritted.
Flooding: Cllr Purdy asked about flooding in the village and was advised that generally the
systems had coped. He explained the work of the District and County Council in dealing with
the Matlock flooding and praised the work of the teams involved in emergency response. He
said that the 100 year event for which the Matlock flood defences were designed was now
occurring much more regularly and that the District Council would be pressing for additional
funding for the area.

19/11/6

th

Minutes of the last meeting: The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 15
October 2019.

19/11/7

Chair’s Announcements: None

19/11/8

Village Matters

Clerk

a) Slinter Top Quarry update: Cllr Grover reported that there had been quarry noise that
morning and that he had had a complaint from a neighbour, but generally things had
been quieter recently. Noted, and agreed that Cllr Grover would attend the Quarry
th
Liaison meeting on 20 November.
b) Park transfer: the Clerk reported that completion appeared to being held up by staff
changes in the DDDC legal team, but that a contact name for dealing with it had been
provided that day. Noted.
c) Park: (1) Risk Assessment: Cllr J. Smith reported that a draft risk assessment was
now ready and would be submitted to the next meeting. The key issue that she had
identified was the location of the DDDC notice next to the playground which was a
hazard to children running or cycling etc down the path and it should be moved or
ideally removed. DDDC had said that it would have to be retained, but that they would
agree a new location with the Parish Council. There was discussion on signage for the
park and vehicle park warning of risks/hazards. Noted; (2) Bandstand: it was agreed
that a bandstand for carnival and events could in principle be beneficial subject to cost;
agreed to reconsider at the May meeting once the land was in Council control;

Clerk

Clerk
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(3) Recycling bin: DDDC had said bins would not be provided as on trial sites they
had been contaminated with other waste; it was agreed to take no further action.

Clerk

th

d) Vehicle park: the Council received a report from the working group meeting of 29
October. Key issues were:
- allocating an area for camper van and other longer term parking (no more than 25%);
- that type of use to be charged;
- an honesty box for visitors including coaches;
- park and walk to school to be encouraged, with a proposal to seek grant to hard
surface the footpath from the vehicle park to the church;
- signage to be provided on Clatterway, and in the park setting out terms of use;
-improvement works to include repairs to dry stone walls, landscaping and thinning of
trees to allow the rose hedge to grow;
-possibility of a storage unit for carnival and well-dressing equipment (a plan had been
prepared by Leigh Johnson, although other locations for this were discussed);
- discussion on managing lorry usage was deferred until the next working group
meeting when Sam Bradley would be in attendance, although the importance of
retaining the current facility for loading etc of farm vehicles and similar was agreed:
- It was recognised that the situation had changed as the park area moved from
management by the District Council/ Diocese at no cost, to where the Parish Council
needed to meet rent of £800 pa and pay all maintenance for the recreation ground
(excluding currently play equipment) and for the wooded bank and walls to the road. A
mixture of voluntary and fixed charges for the vehicle park was needed to help with
those costs and improvements to the land.
It was agreed to support these proposals in principle and to await the outcome of the
next group meeting when further work on them would be undertaken.

Clerk/
Working
Group

e) WC transfer: the Clerk reported that following complaints about the delay he had been
advised that day that DDDC had apologised, a DDDC legal officer was now working on
this and that the documentation for signing was imminent. Grant of £2500 would be
paid on completion of the Tenancy. Noted.
f)

Twenty’s Plenty next steps: there was discussion on the work to date to reduce
speeding in the village. Cllr Barry reported that he and Pete Spencer had put up the
additional Twenty’s Plenty signs requested that day. An email from Colin Draycott
setting out potential additional measures for reducing speeding was read out. It was
agreed to refer this to another meeting of the Traffic Working group; Cllrs Steve Smith
Barry and Grover would attend, and others to be invited via Mutterings.

Clerk/Cllr
S.Smith,
Barry and
Grover

g) Stepping Lane: a request for support in making a grant application to Western Power
for surface improvement to the tarmaced area at the bottom of Stepping Lane was
discussed. It was agreed that the Parish Council would give support in principle to such
a request by residents, provided that all residents adjacent to the highway concerned
were in agreement.

Clerk

h) Flood alerts: the District Council had circulated details of the various flood alert
information that was available; it was agreed to publicise this in Mutterings.

Clerk

i)

j)

Defibrillator registration: there was discussion on a proposal to register the village
units on open online registers (in addition to the existing East Midlands Ambulance
Service (EMAS) registration). The views of Anne Young and Richard Taylor who
managed the units day-to-day were reported. It was agreed not to proceed with this on
the basis that there was a potential security issue and EMAS registration covered
emergency use.

Clerk

Christmas trees: it was agreed that Cllr Pountain would liaise with Marion Heasman
2
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on supply of a tree at the Cross with a view to securing a donated tree; but otherwise
any trees purchased would be reimbursed by the Parish Council.
k) RNIB Christmas stamp appeal: it was agreed to support the RNIB Christmas stamp
appeal by publication in Mutterings.
Finance:
a) Payments received: £1100 from Yorkshire & Clydesdale Bank; account Switch incentive.
b) The monthly Statement/ Annual Accounts: the statement for period 7 detailing income
and expenditure to 01 November 2019 were approved.
c) Accounts for payment: payments as below were approved.
d) Bank account Switch: the Clerk explained that it had come to light after the switch date
st
on 21 October that RBS bank had only transferred funds in the Parish Council holding
account to the new Yorkshire account, but not the linked reserve account where the bulk of
funds were held. There was no access to that reserve account without the linked account
which had now been closed, so the Council was unable to access funds other than those
now in the new Yorkshire account (c. £1400). A complaint had been filed with RBS and
upheld, and an account closure had been requested as a matter of urgency to release the
th
funds, but RBS had failed to implement that since 29 October. Noted with concern.

19/11/9

Online
Online
Credit
card

A Payne
R Allsopp
HM Land Registry

£587.84
£95.00
£6.00

Online
Online
DD
002
003
DD

Valley View Landscapes
Salisbury and Wood
Pigeontech
P. Hopkinson
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
E.ON (Park)

£5115.60
£196.80
£43.65
£50.00
£50.00
£15.29

Salary/expenses
WC cleaning
Search
of
Parish
Burial Ground title and
plan
Churchyard trees
Grit
Website domain fee
Grit distribution
Wreath and donation
Electricity

Cllr
Pountain/
Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Planning
19/11/10



19/11/11

19/11/12
19/11/13

NP/DDD/0118/0049 Bell House Uppertown and 19/00673/FUL 17 Church Street:
these items were deferred to the next meeting while the views of the Peak District
National Park Authority and District Council were awaited.

Clerk

Proposal for redevelopment of the former Buxton- Bakewell railway: it was agreed
after discussion that the Peak Park Parishes Forum should be advised that this
proposal was supported in principle by the Parish Council (Cllr Barry requested that his
vote against that decision should be recorded).

Clerk

Items for Information: DALC Circulars: Circular 13/19
Date of next meeting: Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 17th December 2019 at 7.30pm.

Clerk

Signed ……………………………………………
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