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Chair of the Council: Cllr Mark Harris    

Clerk: Tony Payne 27 High St Bonsall DE4 2AS; telephone: 01629 822311 email: bonsallclerk@gmail.com 
 

Minute 
No 

 
Item 

 
Action 

15/01/1 
 

Present 
Cllrs Addis, Barry, Grover and Harris, County Cllr Irene Ratcliffe and Mr T Payne 
(Clerk/RFO). One member of the public. 

 

15/01/2 
 
 
15/01/3 

Apologies for Absence: apologies received from Cllrs Hewitt Pountain and 
Richardson, and District Cllrs Pawley and Purdy.  
 
Variation to the Order of Business: None  

 
 
 
 

15/01/4 Declaration of Interests: None 
 

 

15/01/5 Public Speaking 
 
Community / village Trust: Leigh Johnson asked about progress on this issue, 
which the Parish Council had previously said would be looked at again in May. The 
Chair responded that it had not been forgotten, that the priority at present was to 
secure the park lease for the village through the Parish Council and then once that 
was done to consider a community trust for taking on that and perhaps other 
responsibilities. 
Fracking: Leigh Johnson asked what the position of the Parish Council was on 
fracking, and whether any response had been received from consultation in 
Mutterings? The clerk explained that no responses had been received, and that the 
request for the Parish Council to consider a frack-free zone had been withdrawn by 
the member of the public concerned at the last meeting.  
Carnival equipment: Leigh Johnson said that carnival equipment was currently 
being stored in the barn at High Street which was now due to be auctioned; this may 
mean an urgent alternative site being required and that may involve container unit 
storage on the vehicle park. Other sites would be looked at. The Chair said that until 
the Parish Council took a lease of the land it was not able to take decisions on that. 
Flooding / Community Risk register: Cllr Ratcliffe handed out copies of the 
register which provided information for dealing with emergencies, and said that a 
County Council staff member may be able to help with preparation of a plan for 
dealing with future flooding events. 
Road works on A6 at Matlock Bath: Cllr Ratcliffe said that these works were to 
repair a collapsed retaining wall and were likely to last for a long time. 
Waste disposal: Cllr Barry questioned the policy at the Derby Dale waste disposal 
site to limit rubble to two bags for domestic users; Cllr Ratcliffe said that she would 
seek an explanation for that. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
15/01/6 Minutes of the last meeting: The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 

18th December 2018, subject to amendment of item 18/12/5 Public Speaking to 
delete the words ‘Leigh Johnson commented that tourism was good but parking 
issues created a problem for everyone’. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

 
15/01/7 Chair’s Announcements: the Chair reported a letter of thanks that had been 

received from a member of the public in relation to the maintenance and cleaning of 
the village toilets. It was agreed to record the thanks of the Parish Council to Becky 

Allsopp for her work.  

 
 
 
Clerk 
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15/01/8 

VILLAGE MATTERS 

a) Park Lease update: (1) lease with the Diocese: the Clerk reported on the draft 
lease that had been sent for comment, and on subsequent discussions with the 
Parish Council’s legal adviser. It was agreed to submit the following comments: 

1 Car Park: change reference from car park to vehicle park to avoid any doubt 

about lorries and other vehicles using it; 

4.3 The break clause on the vehicle park: to be redrafted to reflect the 

agreement with the Diocese for this to be only exercised at five yearly intervals 

from the start of the lease, and with two years prior notice of that to be served; 

9.2 Subletting of Playground area (to District Council): redraft to allow the  

District Council to manage this area as well as maintain the play equipment. 

Schedule 3: Guarantee: it was explained that this would only arise if the Parish 

Council transferred the lease in future, for instance to a community trust.  

The Clerk reported that the adviser thought a 1st April start date feasible. Noted. 

(2) Sublease with the District Council; the Clerk outlined draft terms that had 
been received (copies circulated). It was agreed comment as follows: 
 
Term: to request a further 5 year renewal (10 in total) as previously offered; 
Lessee obligations: to seek an additional requirement to maintain in a clean and 
tidy condition and to renew woodchip in the play area as required; 
Fees: to record as previously agreed that each side bear their own costs, and to 
request that the District Council bear the cost of any Diocese landlord’s fees for 
approving the sublease. 

b) Churchyard: (1) overhanging trees: the Chair reported on the outcome of a 
meeting with Canon David Truby and Phil Heasman (PCC) at the churchyard on 
10th January, which was also attended by two local residents. It was agreed to (a) 
write a joint a letter with the PCC to the District Council asking for urgent action 
on health and safety grounds to deal with trees in their area of responsibility 
above Ragcroft; (b) to ask the DDDC tree officer to inspect other trees on the 
churchyard boundary above Yeoman Street, and in the churchyard generally for 
advice; and (c) to obtain initial quotes for any necessary urgent tree works. 

(2) Churchyard extension: the Clerk reported that Canon Truby had offered to 
arrange for consecration of the unconsecrated area within the burial ground; it 
was agreed to consider this at the next meeting. Advice had been received from 
the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management that an Environmental 
Risk Assessment should be done at an early stage of the project; again agreed to 
be discussed at the next meeting. 

c) Flooding: it was agreed (a) that the Chair and Cllr Grover would be members of 
the working group and would also meet with the County Council flood team to 
discuss the draft report; and (b) that wider membership of the flood working 
group would be advertised in Mutterings. 

d) Speeding in the village / Twenty’s Plenty: the Clerk reported that the County 
Council had acknowledged the request for speed measurement strips but a full 
response was still awaited. The County Council had also provided some advice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 
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about rules on display of roadside signs which would be checked.  

e) School posters: The Chair and Cllr Barry   reported on a successful visit to the 
school for the children to make posters; a video of a car journey through the 
village had been shown, and the project had been enthusiastically welcomed by 
the children. It was agreed that the Clerk should make arrangements for the final 
selection of posters to include Ken Clark who had sponsored the project. Some 
sample posters were displayed and welcomed, and thanks were recorded to Julie 
Leggett and Liz Stoppard from the Arts group and to the school for their help. 

f) Defibrillators: it was agreed to defer arrangements for training and preparation 
of guidance notes until the next meeting, and in the meantime the Clerk should 
seek to discuss this with Cllr Watson. The new unit for the school had now been 
delivered, and was to be installed shortly. It was also agreed to arrange for all 
four units to be included in the Derbyshire Times map. 

g) Blakemere pit: (1) Cafe; noted that the cafe had now been removed; (2) a 
further complaint was reported about 49 vehicles being at the site on Sunday 6th 
January. (3) the Peak District National Park were seeking information on the 
changes in use at the site and complainants would be asked to respond to that. 

h) Website: the Clerk reported that a response was awaited from PigeonTech on 
the proposals to change the site structure. 

i) Arrangements for Parish and District Council elections May 2019: the 
retirement / nomination process was explained. All current serving Councillors 
would automatically retire on 6th May and would need be nominated again if they 
wanted to stand. The Notice of Election would be published on 19th March, and 
anyone wanting to stand should submit nomination papers to the District Council 
between 19th March and 3rd April. Nomination papers would be available on the 
District Council website from the beginning of March. If more than eight 
nominations remained there would be a contested election. It was agreed to 
publicise these arrangements in Mutterings.  

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

15/01/9  
Finance:  
 
a) Payments received: £1187.34 DDDC churchyard payment for 2017-18. 

b) The monthly Statement for period 9 to 04 January 2019 was approved. 

c) Accounts for payment: Payments as detailed below were approved. 

d) Draft budget 2019-20: further to minute 18/12/9 (d) the Council approved the 

budget V1 for 2019-20 which had been amended to include updated NJC pay 

rates from 01 April 2019. 

 

e) Annual Precept 2019-20: after discussion the annual precept was approved in 

the sum of £18500 being no change from the previous year on account of: 

 

 the need for contingency costs of £1000 for website development, £500 for 

new community notice board, £300 for legal costs on the park sub-lease, 

District / Parish Council election costs of £886, £500 for planning fees for the 

churchyard extension and £1500 for churchyard tree work; and 

 that projected reserves at the end of 2019-20 were still £4K below the 

recommended levels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Clerk 
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f) NJC Pay Scales 2019-20 (previously circulated): the updated pay scales to 
apply to all staff were approved to take effect from 01 April 2019. 

g) VAT: the VAT claim for 2018 of £1141.49 was noted. 
 

Online A Payne  £439.84 Salary/expenses 

Online M Biggin £170.60 Salary/expenses 

Online R Allsopp £95.00 WC cleaning 

DD E.ON (Cross) £34.64 Electricity 

DD E.ON (Park) £7.91 Electricity 

Clerk 

15/01/10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning: 

Slinter Top Quarry: Notice Of Submission Of Further Information And Other 
Information To An Environmental Statement. The plans were displayed and Cllr 
Grover tabled a summary of issues. After discussion it was agreed to submit the 
following comments to the County Council in relation to the consultation notice:  
 

‘It is noted that in the 3rd December 2018 submission that Slinter Mining have 
agreed to restrict pneumatic hammering noise to after 9.00am and to restrict 
the use of pneumatic hammering in upper areas. Bonsall PC are 
disappointed that sound levels have not been monitored in affected areas, 
and calculations provided in the Environmental Impact Assessment, and 
more detailed sound levels agreed. This statement indicates that hammering 
noise will be an ongoing issue.  
 
Bonsall PC reiterate the concerns of residents at the lack of consultation and 
engagement over aspects of the planning application, in particular noise. 
Bonsall residents and Parish Council maintain that contrary to section 3.14a 
of the EIA they were not consulted prior to the publication of the EIA.  In the 
year that the consultation process has been open there has been ample 
opportunity for Bonsall resident’s concerns to be addressed by Slinter Mining. 
On the 20th November 2018 Bonsall PC resolved to ask Slinter Mining to 
allow Bonsall residents to visit the works with a view to understanding the 
issues. Slinter Mining at the Quarry Liaison Meeting held on the 21st 
November 2018 declined this request.’ 
 

DDDC 18/01400/FUL The Gables 73 Church Street Bonsall Derbyshire DE4 2AE; 
Proposal:  First floor extension: the plans were displayed. After discussion it was 

agreed to make no objection to this application. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

 
15/01/11 Items for Information: DALC Circulars: Circular 15/18 

 

15/01/12 
Date of next meeting: Meeting of the Parish Council Tuesday 19th February 
2019 at 7.30pm  

 
Clerk 

       
Signed ……………………………………………   


