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Chair of the Council: Cllr Mark Harris    

Clerk: Tony Payne 27 High St Bonsall DE4 2AS; telephone: 01629 822311 email: bonsallclerk@gmail.com 
 

Minute 
No 

 
Item 

 
Action 

20/11/1 
 

Present 
Cllrs Addis, Barry, Grover, Harris, Hewitt and Pountain, District Cllr Pawley and 
Purdy, County Cllr Irene Ratcliffe and Mr T Payne (Clerk/RFO). Four members of the 
public. 

 

20/11/2 
 
20/11/3 

Apologies for Absence: apologies received from Cllr Richardson. 
 
Variation to the Order of Business: None 

 
 
 
 

20/11/4 Declaration of Interests: None 
 

 

20/11/5 Fracking: a member of the public questioned how the decision in relation to the 
planning process for fracking at the previous meeting was reached, in that the 
proposed new system for shale gas extraction included pre-application engagement 
and involvement with local Councils.  The Chair confirmed that he had looked at the 
submitted papers and explained his view that the current system overall gave a 
stronger say for Parish Councils, although he understood the point being made. 
 
Minutes of last meeting: Leigh Johnson expressed concern that the minutes of the 
decision in relation to fracking did not include a summary of what he had said on the 
issue. The clerk had previously emailed Mr Johnson explaining the reasons for that. 
 
Motorbike and other activity on the moor: a member of the public expressed 
concern at increased activity at the motocross site at Leys Lane (former White Low 
pit). He said that the noise nuisance used to be occasional but that the activity was 
being commercially advertised was now regular and intrusive. He recently counted 
41 vehicles on site. The business is now advertising race events for next year. He 
had been advised by the Peak District National Park that it had some established 
planning use (see further minute 20/118 (i) below), but that there was no permission 
for the cafe building and that this had been ordered to be removed 12 months ago. 
He had spoken to a District Council Environmental Health officer who had said that 
unless noise could be measured in the house he could not act. Cllr Pawley said that 
she would take this up with Environmental Health.  
 
Christmas car parking: Cllr Purdy advised that parking for all vehicles in all DDDC 
car parks would be free after 2.00pm daily from 1st December. 
 
Highways: Cllr Ratcliffe confirmed that the capital programme included works to the 
Via Gellia; she had also requested support to control speeding through the village 
and road improvements to Salters Lane. Uppertown lane could not be included in 
this programme but she would press for it to be included in the maintenance budget. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
20/11/6 Minutes of the last meeting: The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 

16th October 2018. 

 
 
 

 
20/11/7 Chair’s Announcements: the Chair thanked Cllr Jon Barry and Anne Barry for their 

work on a creative village poppy display, which had been widely appreciated. 
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20/11/8 
VILLAGE MATTERS 

a) Slinter Top Quarry update: there was no further information on the 
timetable for the planning application, and it was agreed that the Clerk would 
write to the County Council for an update. Complaints were still being 
received about noise, although some of this related to Dene quarry. The 
Quarry Liaison meeting was discussed, and it was agreed to ask (1) for a visit 
site to understand the works; (2) how long current works are likely to now last.  

b) Park Lease update: the request from Solicitors for the Diocese for an 
undertaking for agent’s and legal costs for the Diocese was approved. This 
was subject (as advised by the County Council legal officer acting for the 
Parish Council) to there being no payment if the lease was not completed due 
to unilateral withdrawal by the Diocese, and noting that a request could be 
made for the costs being asked to be broken when the bills were submitted. 

c) Churchyard: (1) Lime trees: it was noted that the consent for work on lime 
trees had now been obtained and the works were due for 10th and 11th 
December. The approved grant of £500 had consequently been paid. 

d) (2) Fallen tree on Ragcroft; options for removal were discussed. Cllr Barry 
and Pete Spencer had visited the site – there were access problems. After 
discussion it was agreed that the PCC should be advised that unfortunately 
seeking volunteers to remove the tree had not been successful.  

e) (3) Request under section 215 Local Government Act 1972 for Parish 
Council to take responsibility for the closed churchyard: the Clerk 
reported that after discussions with the PCC a formal request had been 
received on 17th November to take on responsibility for maintenance of the 
remainder of the closed churchyard. The Parish Council had been carrying 
out this work since at least 1984 and claiming for the cost of doing so from 
the District Council. The main additional responsibility would be for 
maintenance of walls and trees. The District Council contended that the 
Parish Council was already responsible for maintenance by virtue of the work 
done and claims; they had suspended payment for the maintenance work 
until the legal responsibility was resolved. There was an option for the Parish 
Council to now pass on that responsibility to the District Council under the 
legislation, although the District Council had previously indicated that such a 
transfer might be challenged. 

 After discussion, and after taking into account the external advice received 
by the Council from DALC and reported to the September meeting, it was 
agreed that the Parish Council should assume responsibility under this 
legislation for the maintenance of the closed churchyard for the future, on the 
grounds that: 

(i) It would allow the village to retain control of this important facility, in 
particular to control the quality and frequency of mowing and strimming 
work (there had previously been complaints about the frequency of 
District Council work on the churchyard area they currently maintain); 

(ii) It would enable retention of the Parish Council staff member to undertake 
the maintenance work at the current high standard; 

(iii) It would avoid a potentially expensive dispute if responsibility were 
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transferred on to the District Council, and release the claims that were 
suspended while the issue was in dispute (approximately £2500); 

(iv) It would avoid the possibility (as advised by DALC) that in future the 
District Council could recharge their costs direct back to the Parish 
Council tax (likely to be at a much higher cost than current). 

It was recognised that there would be ongoing costs associated with tree 
work but that the Council could seek competitive rate schedules from local 
contractors to reduce these.  

f) Flooding; the Clerk reported on the flood inspection by the County Council 
on 5th November. Their staff had visited other properties in the village since. 
Cllr Addis said that the highway team had just been working on Bankside. 
Cllrs discussed the report submitted for Cascades, which was noted, and it 
was hoped that the County Council report might give some explanation on 
the questions raised. There was also concern that the current surface water 
from the Clatterway drained into Bonsall brook, which did not have capacity 
to take all run off. It was agreed that these issues needed to await the 
outcome of the flood report; Clerk to request an update on progress on that. 

g) Speeding in the village: the Clerk reported that to date there was no 
response on the request for speed measurement strips or advice on the 
Twenty’s Plenty signs. There was brief discussion on whether 12 signs were 
required; agreed that if not they could be produced but used at a later date. 
The school were to work on the project on 30th November, noted with thanks.  

h) Defibrillator: (1) training on new equipment: deferred for Councillor 
Watson to advise on the training programme; (2) Unit for school: 
approximately £200 was still needed to purchase this, and it was agreed to 
apply again to District Councillor funds, and also for resuscitation masks 
(approximately £40); (3) Signage: provision of signs was discussed and it 
was agreed to put this on the agenda again next month. 

i) Blakemere pit/ Moor lane: the Clerk reported as follows: (1) Blakemere pit: 
there is an occupied double decker bus sited there, and evidence of new 
hardcore track laid and gates. PDNPA have been contacted and they are 
aware of it and are trying to speak to the new landowner. The Parish Council 
have emphasised the urgency of preventing recurrence of unauthorised use 
on this site given its history. (2) Land off Moor lane (adjacent to Blakemere 
pit): vehicles and vans being parked at a ruined farm accessed from Moor 
lane; new hard-standing and gates to farm. It is not known if use of this site is 
associated with the Blakemere pit occupation. PDNPA are investigating this. 
(3) White Low pit Motocross track: the Parish Council has had several 
recent complaints about intensification of use of this site and that it is now 
being run as a commercial activity. PDNPA have advised that it may have 
established planning use as it has been operated since 1983, but they hope 
to reach a decision before Christmas on any action that can be taken. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council should seek to secure discontinuation 
of any unauthorised activity on these sites, and to reduce as far as possible 
the noise and other environmental nuisance associated with the White Low 
pit site. 

j) Arts trail update: the report from Amanda Graham was discussed. It was 
agreed that the proposed arts trail should be supported in principle, but that 
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the group should liaise with Open Gardens on the feasibility and logistics of 
running the two events on the same weekend. 

k) Website update: the outline plan for improvements to the website was noted 
with thanks. Agreed that the next step should be contact with the current 
website provider. 

l) Notice boards initiative: the Council considered a request for a new 
community notice board to be sited at the Fountain. Examples of similar 
boards in Winster and Youlgrave were shown. The possibility of a board 
within the bus shelter was discussed. It was agreed that the proposal should 
be welcomed and supported in principle, and potentially part grant aided, and 
that the group should also consider Action Grant and other grant funding. 

m) Christmas trees: agreed that the Clerk should check to ensure that all 
arrangements were in place. 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

20/11/9 Finance: 
a) Payments received: £364.03 from the Bonsall Community Development fund;   

£27.20 from Linda Cauldwell and Rita Bough for defibrillators; noted with thanks. 

b) The monthly Statement for period 7 detailing income and expenditure to 05 
November 2018, previously circulated to Councillors, was approved. 

c) Accounts for payment the schedule (below) showing cheques /Online 
Payments/Direct Debits was approved for payment.  

d) Half year budget 2018-19: after discussion the revised budget V3 adjusted for 
income and expenditure to date was approved. 

 

Online A Payne  £517.89 Salary/expenses 

Online M Biggin £119.59 Salary/expenses 

Online R Allsopp £95.00 WC cleaning 

Cn 1796 Thomas Harris £26.45 Electrical work defibrillators 

Cn 1797 British Legion £50.00 Wreath /donation 

Cn 1798 P J Hopkinson £50.00 Grit delivery 

DD PigeonTech £43.65 Domain fee 

DD PigeonTech £95.00 Website maintenance  

DD E.ON (Cross) £16.09 Electricity 

DD E.ON (Park) £34.64 Electricity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

20/11/10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning: 

 T/18/00164/TCA: Rose Cottage 56 Church Street: fell 1 no. Lawson Cypress Tree; 

and T/18/00172/TCA St James Church: remove deadwood from 3 no. Lime Trees. 

 Noted that both applications were approved with conditions after comments 

submitted under delegated arrangements supporting the recommendation of the 

Council arboriculturalist. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
20/11/11 Items for Information: DALC Circulars: Circular 14/18 

 

20/11/12 
Date of next meeting: Meeting of the Parish Council Tuesday 18th December 
2018 at 7.30pm  

 
Clerk 

       
Signed ……………………………………………   


