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Chair of the Council: Cllr Mark Harris    

Clerk: Tony Payne 27 High St Bonsall DE4 2AS; telephone: 01629 822311 email: bonsallclerk@gmail.com 
 

Minute 
No 

 
Item 

 
Action 

18/09/1 
 

Present 
Cllrs Addis, Barry, Grover, Harris, Hewitt, Pountain, Richardson and Watson, District 
Cllr Pawley, County Cllr Irene Ratcliffe and Mr T Payne (Clerk/RFO). 5 members of 
the public. 

 

18/09/2 
 
 
18/09/3 

Apologies for Absence: apologies received from District Councillor Purdy. 
 
Variation to the Order of Business: Public Speaking was postponed part-way to 
allow for the delayed arrival of Councillors Pawley and Ratcliffe. 

 
 
 
 

18/09/4 Declaration of Interests: the Chair stated that he had been advised that he was a 
trustee of the Bonsall School Foundation (not just a representative of the Parish 
Council on their board) and consequently declared an interest in relation to Village 
Matters item (j) and would take no part in voting or discussion on this at this or future 
meetings. 
 

 

18/09/5 Public Speaking 
 
T’Owd Man: a lot of concern was aired about the use by a recent Wirksworth 
publication of the name T’Owd Man Wirksworth; a group was convening to see what 
action could be taken on this and on the appropriation generally of this historic Bonsall 
artefact and image, and its use for purposes unconnected with the village. There was 
specific criticism of the image being used for commercial –type purposes. It was 
agreed that this would be on the agenda for the next month’s meeting with a view to 
formally supporting this campaign. 
 
Emergency vehicle access to the Dale: a resident had expressed concern about 
potential blocking of the Dale for emergency vehicles by cars parked on narrow 
sections of the Dale; the problem was said to be connected with events at the Barley 
Mow. In discussion it was agreed to be a police issue for the drivers concerned; the 
resident was to write in with further details of the complaint. 
 
Waste and Recycling consultation: District Councillor Pawley said that she had 
been approached by several Bonsall residents wanting to comment on the proposed 
changes; the consultation process would end 23rd September. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18/09/6 Minutes Of The Last Meeting: The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 

21st August 2018 

 
 
 

 
18/09/7 Chair’s Announcements: the Chair reported on the outcome of a Derbyshire County 

Council event on 17th September concerning the Community Involvement Scheme. 
This was to encourage Parish Councils to take on a more prominent role as a local 
focus for contact on County Council services such as verge clearing and responsibility 
for street signs/furniture. The County Council were also keen to improve feedback on 
complaints logged on to their website and to use Parish Clerks to help do that. There 
was no additional funding for this. Further developments on this would be reported.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair/ 
Clerk 



Bonsall Parish Council  
Minutes of the Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18th September 2018 at 7.30pm at 

Bonsall Village Hall. 

2 
Bonsall Parish Council Minutes  September 2018 

18/09/8 
VILLAGE MATTERS 

a) Park Lease update: the Clerk reported that the main lease with the Diocese 
was in the hands of solicitors. There had been discussions with the District 
Council about the sub-lease of the recreation ground area, and they were 
going to prepare draft Heads of Terms. Noted. 

b) Churchyard Responsibilities: a report of the Churchyard Responsibilities 
group of 10th September was discussed in relation to advice from Derbyshire 
Association for Local Councils on the responsibility for the closed churchyard. 
The advice was that the Parish Council did not have legal responsibility for 
the maintenance. It was agreed to accept the group’s recommendations: 
 

• to instigate urgent discussion with the PCC with a view to seeking the tree 

management work being undertaken before the end of the next  winter, 

and to again offer the possibility of the PCC applying for grant support if 

that is needed; 

• in the interests of establishing a secure legal basis for the future 

maintenance of the churchyard, to discuss with the PCC their serving 

statutory notice on the Parish Council for transfer of responsibility of the 

closed churchyard to the Parish Council; 

• to discuss with the staff member concerned the implications of the various 

courses of action; 

• at the appropriate stage to report to the Parish Council’s insurance 

company the action being taken to determine responsibility. 

The Council also considered (without making any determination at this 

stage), whether or not the long term interests of the Parish Council may be 

best served by retaining responsibility for maintenance of the churchyard in 

the event of the PCC serving statutory notice. It was agreed that there could 

be advantages in terms of control of the frequency and quality of 

maintenance work in the churchyard, avoidance of potential future recharges 

from the District to the Parish, and to be able to reinstate the District Council 

annual payment for churchyard work. 

c) Speeding in the village: it was agreed to accept recommendations from the 
Traffic group that had met prior to the meeting to: 

• Arrange for quotations for approximately 12 signs sixe 450 x 600 mm each 
with two parts one a Twenty’s Plenty’ sign and the other a school poster; 

• Approximately 4 signs to be situated between the Via Gellia and the top of 
the park; 2 on Yeoman Street; 3 on High Street from the Cross to Abel 
lane, and 3 on the Dale; 

• Contact the school to see whether they wanted to take up offers to help 
with art work and visits to school to explain the project. 

 The outcome of the Speedwatch session on 12th September was reported; 
approximately 100 vehicles checked and all within the legal limit. It was felt 
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that this was not a true reflection of speeds when warning signs were not 
present, and it was agreed to ask the County Council to provide speed 
measuring equipment for use in the area between the Clatterway and the 
park. 

d) Defibrillators: no further donations had been received since the last 
meeting. The power cable channel at the Chapel had now been cut; thanks 
were recorded to David Brown (‘Brew’) and to Mark Harris for their voluntary 
work on this.  

Training: Cllr Watson agreed to arrange training for all who had volunteered 
plus those previously trained on the Fountain unit; the new code to be 
circulated to trainees. Noted with thanks 

Signs: Cllr Hewitt agreed to source direction signs and locations for the 
village units; noted with thanks. 

Leaflet: agreed that the Clerk would produce a leaflet in conjunction with 
Cllrs Watson and Hewitt. 

e) Waste collection consultation: it was reported that no public feedback had 
been received on this. Concerns expressed that reduced collection would 
lead to fly-tipping and that charging for garden waste would discourage 
voluntary leaf clearance from roads and gullies. It was agreed that no further 
action should be taken at this stage/. 

f) Maintenance of planter boxes: it was agreed to seek an additional 
volunteer to help with maintenance of the boxes at the Fountain. 

g) Park: reported that there was still wall damage and that building stone was 
still in the vehicle park. Agreed to ask the District Council to repair the wall 
and Liz Stoppard to arrange for removal of the remaining stone. 

h) Rights of Way group: the report of the group meeting on 3rd September 
2018 was noted and the work of the group explained. It was agreed to 
continue to support the group and that an update of their work should be on 
the agenda at least annually. 

i) WC transfer: the Clerk reported that the District Council were closing 
facilities that were not transferring, and that there was consequently pressure 
to resolve the transfer issue as soon as possible to avoid this. The District 
Council had offered to pay 50% of the grant on the Parish completing a 
tenancy at will, and 50% when title to the land transferred. It was agreed to 
enter a tenancy at will on that basis as soon as this could be prepared by the 
District Council.  

WC condition: Cllr Barry reported on the excellent condition of the WC 
facilities: it was agreed to pass on those comments with thanks to Becky 
Allsopp.  

j) Bonsall School Foundation: the Chair reported that the proposed meeting 
of 17th September 2018 had been cancelled; noted. 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

Cllr 
Watson 

Cllr 
Hewitt 

Clerk/  
Cllrs 
Hewitt & 
Watson 
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18/09/9 Finance: 
a) Payments received: £600 EROB / burial fee re the late L.A. Udy. £580.00 from 

Open Gardens: £200 for Twenty’s Plenty signs; £180 for defibrillator signs and 
£200 for repairs to the Cross. The project had also reserved £200 for finger post 
signage and £500 for the Park Bottom; noted with thanks. 
 

b) The monthly Statement for period 5 detailing income and expenditure to 05 
September 2018, previously circulated to Councillors, was approved. 
 

c) Budget: The Council considered the budget position against income and 
expenditure to date as shown in the account statement for the month and the 
transactions agreed at the meeting. The Council assessed risk in relation to the 
Council’s financial standing and systems, and were satisfied that there were no 
issues presenting risk that required attention or further action at the present time. 

d) Accounts for payment the schedule (below) showing cheques /Online 
Payments/Direct Debits was approved for payment.  

e) Churchyard Claim 2017/18: noted that there was no further information on this. 

f) Data Protection annual fee: agreed to approve a direct debit arrangement for 
the data protection fee of £40.00 

g) RBS bank account: noted with regret that the Matlock branch of RBS is to close 
from January 2019. 

 

Online A Payne  £371.28 Salary/expenses 

Online P Spencer £166.35 Salary/expenses 

Online M Biggin £109.77 Salary/expenses 

Online R Allsopp £95.00 WC cleaning 

1794 Village Hall Committee £156.00 Room hire 

1795 HMRC £726.80 Q2 PAYE 

DD Data Protection £40.00 Registration fee 

DD E.ON (Park) £14.65 Electricity 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

18/09/10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning: 

• Location: Slinter Top Quarry, Cromford; Applicant: Slinter Mining Notice 

Of Submission of further Information to an Environmental Statement.  

•  It was agreed to make the following comment in relation to the information 
contained in the Stephenson Halliday letter of 19th June 2018 concerning 
visual impact of the proposed development on the Peak District National 
Park:’ that the Parish Council considered that the proposed development 
would have an adverse impact on the visual amenity of the village for 
residents and visitors, in particular in relation to the important views from the 
upper part of the village and the Limestone Way. Tourism in the Park forms 
an important part of the Bonsall economy and helps support a number of 
local businesses. The Parish Council supported the comments on this that 
had been submitted by the Peak District National Park Authority’.   

 
 
 
Clerk 

 
18/09/11 Items for Information:  DALC Circulars: Circular 11/18 

 

18/09/12 
Date of next meeting: Meeting of the Parish Council Tuesday 16th October 2018 
at 7.30pm  

 
Clerk 

 
        
Signed ……………………………………………   


