
In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken 
to Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old 

Ball Eye mine at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering
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‘Tis the season!
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Due to the ongoing lockdown, we are unable to publish and deliver Mutterings for December. There is also little taking place in the 
village, leading to a shorter newsletter. An on-line copy is available on the Bonsall Village website at www.bonsallvillage.org. Please 
print a copy for any friends or neighbours who may not have internet access. The deadline for any news, views, stories, letters and 
diary events for the February edition is noon on Tuesday 26 January to mutterings@hotmail.com. Editorial Group.

mailto:mutterings@hotmail.com
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CHURCH DIARY

St James
December
13 Dec   9.30am   Eucharist
25 Dec   9.30am   Eucharist
January
10 Jan    9.30am   Eucharist
We meet daily at 9am and 5pm for 
morning and evening prayer and on 
Sundays at 9:30am for a Eucharist. You 
can join us by using Zoom: Click on this 
link and follow instructions on your 
screen: https://zoom. us/j/2732241372 
If you don’t have access to the internet, 
you can do so using a landline: A few 
minutes before the time of the service: 
1. Call 0208 0806591 
2. The recorded message will ask 
for a host or meeting number: 
Key in 2732241372#. 
3. You are then asked another question. 
Key in #. Once connected you will be 
able to hear and contribute. You can 
leave a prayer at a prayer wall at https://
padlet.com/revcarla/h3g2wc6zlac
4. You could make use of the 
Church of England prayer 
resources at www.churchofengland.
org/more/ media-centre/
coronavirus-liturgyandprayer-resources.  
Please don’t forget that your Church 
still needs your financial support. If you 
would like details of how to give via 
direct debit please contact your Treasurer 
or Churchwarden.  Further information 
from: http:// wirksworthteamministry.
co.uk/ eventsand-notices/ 
Canon David Truby and  
Revd Carla Vicêncio Prior

Village Life Church
We have decided to close the doors of the 
church for the short-term. We are still 
regularly making space for prayer and 
moving our pulpits online. If you need 
any help, support or encouragement at 
this time please do not hesitate to call 
me on 07988 071682. If you would like 
access to our online content or to join 
our Whatsapp community, please let 
me know and we would be very happy 
to add you. Many blessings and love 
to you all. Pastor Matthew Quinn 

Bonsall Wesleyan Reform 
Chapel (The Dale)
Chapel is open on Sundays for Private 
Prayer between 2.00 & 4.00 pm.

It is unlikely that we shall be able to 
hold a Carol Service in December. 
We look forward to a brighter future, 
God willing, in 2021. May the Lord 
bless with His love and keep you in 
His peace during Christmas and the 
coming New Year. Judy Land

Waiting…
There has been a lot of waiting in 
2020. Waiting for restrictions to be 
imposed, or lifted, waiting for news of 
loved ones, waiting to hear about job 
prospects, or whether we can go to the 
gym or open the church. And of course, 
the dreaded expectation of finding 
out if… we got an online supermarket 
delivery slot this week, or not!

I have started to hear a familiar 
mantra from friends… “I can’t 
wait for 2020 to be over.”

I understand the sentiment but don’t 
share it. And this is why. In 2020 we 
have learned new ways of meeting 
online and are now able to do things 
we couldn’t do in March. Everything 
from Zumba classes; to chatting to 
grandchildren halfway across the world 
(or village); buying stuff and even going 
to church online. We learned to wear 
and even make face masks! We have all 
developed and learned new skills, and 
that is always a good thing. We have 
also developed coping mechanisms as 
a village, supporting those who were 
more isolated, with food and medicine 
deliveries, chat and much more. 
Children across the country brightened 
the summer with rainbow pictures and 
painted rocks. They were listened to and 
seen, even when we could no longer 
hear them playing outside. We learned 
to appreciate those in our midst that 
make the world go round – not the ones 
who get paid the most – we stopped 
and made time to clap for doctors, 
shop workers, nurses, care assistants, 
teachers, bin collectors and funeral 
directors. We supported one another in 
our grief when anyone amongst us was 
going through the pain of bereavement. 

All this brings to mind St Paul’s letter 
to the Corinthians, in which he says: 

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant 
or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.” (1 Cor 13:4-7)

I feel that in 2020 we got to practice 
and live out this kind of love for one 
another. These things matter. Mainly 
because they enable us to build strong 
bonds of love that will carry us through 
when the dark days of winter seem to 
linger on, when perhaps we are not 
feeling very loving or even very lovable. 

So, with all that we have learned in 
mind, as we enter Advent, a season of… 
waiting… do not wish this season away in 
your rush to Christmas. There is much 
to be savoured here. In slowing down 
we make time for ourselves and others. 
Our preparations will probably be cut 
down as restrictions will make this 
Christmas smaller than usual, so instead 
of stressing, stop and chat, stop to gaze 
awhile at the beauty of nature around 
you – you live in Bonsall after all! 

And at church, restrictions allowing, 
we are hoping to have a Christmas Day 
service at 9:30am. We’d love to see you 
there, in your 2020 mask, of course.

Have a merry Christmas. 
Keep safe Bonsall. 

God bless you all,

Carla Vicencio Prior 
Team Vicar, Wirksworth Team 
MinistryMob: 07767087530, 
Email: revcarla@talktalk.net

CHURCH NEWS
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FLOODLIGHTING

There are loving thoughts during the 
third week of January of Jack and Gwen 
Fellows from Peter and Wendy.

Birthday memories on 23 and 24 January 
of Mum and Dad Rickards are shared by 
all the family at this time.

For Richard and Kath Taylor the lighting 
brings memories of Kath’s dad on 26 
January and her brother, Keith on 26 of 
January.

Janet, Daphne and Peter have special 
memories of their parents, Billy and 
Winnie particularly on 27 January.

Mary, Joe, Stephen and Tricia remember 
Arthur with love on his birthday on 24 
January.

Hilda Morris’ birthday on 31 January is 
a time when Rita, Eunice, Rachael and 
Danny and their families remember her.

If you would like to make your donation 
of £15 for each memory on- line the 
details are

Nat West. 601415 a/c 80567622 PCC of 
Bonsall

Thank you.

Di Moor
824376/dimoor2014@yahoo.co.uk

 

COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT 
GROUP

If you would like to speak to 
us, or want to ask for help, 
please text or phone one of the 
Co-ordinators for your street 
and they will link you up with 
your nearest volunteer/s: 

The Dale, Study Drive,  
Puddle Hill –  
Rachael Richardson 07873 674983

Clatterway and Black Tor Road 
Liz Pritchett 07716 191030

Yeoman Street –  
Jackie Smith  07771 764366 

Pounder Lane and Town End 
Claire Duma 07880 851083 

Uppertown and Bankside –  
Sandra Harris 07808 097375 

High Street –  
Deborah Pearson 07902 792530

Brightgate and Bonsall Moor –  
Jill Wood 07917 205706

Church Street and Ember Lane 
Claire Taylor 07989 597811 

Via Gellia– 
Stuart and Donna Poplar 07889 
166888 and 07866013204

If you would like to offer support 
and join in, we can add you 
to our volunteer register. 

Please text 07873 674 983 for 
Rachael or 7808 097375 for 
Sandra to join the group. 

Let’s work to prevent the 
spread of this disease. 
Take care everyone.

December 
Christmas is a very special time for 
remembering those friends and family 
members who are no longer with us.

Di, Kath and Andrew remember their 
dad, Jimmy on his birthday on 8 
December. Stephen and Tricia Potter 
remember Stephen’s mum, Mary, 
especially on 10 December. 16 December 
brings fond memories of Peter Wood, a 
special uncle to Emily and Nathan Taylor.

David and Julie Allsop and their families 
remember their dad, Dennis particularly 
on 18 December. Christmas Eve is when 
Margaret, Maurice, Justin, Deb and 
their children remember Connor in 
whose memory the lighting was given 
and dedicated.

January
David, Julie and their families 
remember their mum, Jean especially 
on 2 January. The first week of January 
holds special memories of Harold 
Bunting for Dorinda, Simon and 
Stephanie and their families.

16 January is when Jenny Mellor and 
family remember their mum, Joan.

Photo by Brett Biedscheid
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VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

Poppy Appeal
This year’s poppy appeal collected 
£388.80 from four tins at the Kings 
Head, Fountain tearooms, school  
and outside my house. I would like  
to thank everyone who contributed 
and the poppy sellers. Brilliant. 
Thank you.

Norma Marshall

Church Christmas Tree
The next scheduled service for St 
James is the Toy Service on Sunday 
13 December at 9.30am when you 
will be able to decorate the Christmas 
tree with commemorative baubles.

If you are not able to be at the service 
Church is open on Wednesdays and 
Sundays for you to visit and take part 
in this tradition.

There will be hand sanitizer just 
inside the door and a pot of pens 
with another container for used ones. 
Please do take part and help us to 
preserve Christmas at St James.

If you would like to contribute 
towards the Toy Service please leave 
your new unwrapped gifts, toys or 
toiletries for young people aged 
between one and fourteen years in 
church when open, otherwise they 
can be given to any member of St 
James.

Di Moor

New Head Teacher 
at Bonsall School
In such a strange and unusual year, 
it is great to have school busy and 
buzzing with activity again as we 
welcomed all our classes back in to 
school in September. Our team of staff 
is committed to find ways to offer our 
broad curriculum to all our children 
and offer exciting opportunities such 
as specialist sports coaches, forest 
schools and Ukulele club under the 
current guidance and restrictions. 
We are very much missing having our 
open door policy and welcoming the 
village community to share in school 
life, I look forward to the time when 
we can once again invite visitors into 
school freely. We are continuing to 
mark and celebrate events, from harvest 
festival with donations to St James 
Food Bank, to Armistice Day services 
and Children in Need fundraising. 
We are meeting the challenges of 
the new normal and finding a way to 
celebrate important events in the school 
calendar. Our PTFA is continuing to 
plan a range of exciting virtual events 
including a Christmas raffle and advent 
windows. We are currently looking 
for new members to join our great 
PTFA team, if you have a little time 
to give and would like join our PTFA, 
please contact school. Through their 
fundraising, PTFA is able to support 
many important projects in school, 
from funding school trips to providing 
funds to convert the rectory room into 
a valuable learning space. You do not 

have to be a parent, anyone from our 
village community is welcome to join us 
and get involved. All help and support 
would be greatly appreciated! 

The window for applications for 
primary places for September 2021 is 
now open. We know the decision about 
where to send your child to school is an 
important one! Please have a look at the 
new starter’s page on our website to gain 
an insight into our Reception and Infant 
class. Visits are warmly welcomed by 
appointment, please telephone school 
to arrange an appointment to come and 
find out what we can offer you and your 
child. Best wishes, 

Mrs Smart, Headteacher

Bonsall School
Bonsall PTFA Christmas Raffle

Bonsall PTFA are collecting prizes in 
preparation for their Christmas Raffle. 
We have had a great response to our 
request for raffle prizes which so far 
include: 

Mini sterling silver earrings, £50 off 
Stay at Bailey Barn Cottage, Bonsall 
glass dish, Christmas fruit cake, Blow 
dry, King’s Head meal voucher, Hamper 
from The Fountain, Print from Readman 
designs, Felt Christmas/Santa Keys, 
Tropic skin care discovery set, Rebecca 
Morledge Christmas cards & Santa 
baby, Voucher for the Den, Wax burner 
& waxes, Decoupages light up bottle, 
Action sports camera, assortment of face 
masks and redherring ‘Edge’ toiletry set.

Photo by Ricky Moss
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VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

Bonsall School -  
A Message from Year 6 

Hello, 

We would like to tell you what Bonsall 
School has done for Armistice Day. We 
wrote poetry and made poppies, which 
were painted by the children in Class 3. 
We made a display of these and it was 
put up in St James’ Church porch. To 
show our appreciation, we held a service 
on Wednesday 11 November for the 
soldiers who died in the wars. We read 
our poems and the names of those from 
the village who passed away. We think 
it is important for everyone to pay their 
respects every year to those men who lost 
their lives for our freedom! 

Lest we forget, 

From, Ellie, Ev and Flo (Year 6)

Bonsall Village 
Advent Windows
There are now only 6 spaces left for 
Bonsall Village advent Windows, please 
let us know if you would like to take part. 
The cost is £5.00. 

If you are able to donate a raffle prize, 
or wish to take part in the Bonsall 
Village Advent Windows, please contact: 
bonsallschoolptfa@gmail.com or info@
bonsall.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Further details are available on the 
Bonsall PTFA Facebook site. 

Rachael Richardson and Claire Duma

Food Bank         
As many people are already aware there 
is a collection point in the porch at St 
James for the Food Bank in Matlock. 
Christmas will be an especially difficult 
time financially for even more people this 
year so if you are able to donate items 
please leave them in the porch. Anything 
and everything is welcome, any kind of 
food, cereals, tins and packets. Fresh 
food is more difficult but if anyone wants 
to donate fresh items, I am happy to 
collect them and take them straight down 
to Matlock.

Of course you can contribute financially 
on line via www.churchinthepeak.org

Di Moor

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Greetings
Christmas Greetings and a Peaceful 
New Year to all of our friends and  
neighbours.

We are donating to charity this year 
rather than doing cards from 

Trevor and Jane Williams

An Australian visits 
Bonsall for Christmas in 
1933  
I am the mining historian for the Matlock 
- Cromford area. Whilst looking through 
an Australian newspaper database, I 
came across an amusing account of a visit 
by an Australian to Bonsall in 1933. 

Roger Flindall

Click here to read the full article 

Photo by Rebecca Smart

Photo by Brett Biedscheid

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/165078641/16055084
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Bonsall Mothers Union    
The Bonsall branch of the Mothers 
Union will close at the end of the year 
due to falling numbers and I thought it 
a good time to review the past twenty 
years when it was revitalised by our 
former vicar, Jennie Hayward and long-
time member Gill Edgar. Some members 
will be transferring their membership to 
the Wirksworth Branch. 

We were soon given a focus some 
eighteen months later when we were 
given a letter by Jennie from a cousin of 
hers who was a Church Army Officer. 
She was supporting a school in Uganda 
near the Rwandan border and was given 
a letter by a lady named Peace Rwamahe 
(a member of the MU) who was looking 
for a pen friend. 

Our member, Sally King, agreed to write 
to her as she has three girls and Peace 
and her husband had two, Rachel and 
Rita, who were then about eight and six 
years old. A few months later, Peace’s 
husband Milton who was a physics 
teacher died suddenly of meningitis. 
Peace and the girls were given six 
months to leave the school house and 
we decided to pay the girls school fees, 
which were then about £75, through 
fundraising. The fundraising took many 
forms, donations, cake stalls, here and 
Wirksworth and Bakewell. We made 
Christmas cards for sale with a picture 
of the church on the front and sold teas 
and coffees whenever we could. We went 
carol singing. 

Peace borrowed £50 to buy a piece of 
land in a village called Nyabikoni just 

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

Some of our fundraising came from talks 
given about our visits. We also produced 
a booklet of our visit which we sold to 
other members of the MU in the Diocese. 
We then moved on to university which 
was a difficult time financially as they 
overlapped a couple of years and cost 
£1500 each per year. By now we had 
regular donations by standing orders 
which took the pressure off after more 
than ten years of constant fundraising 
and are forever grateful for the annual 
donations from the Kings Head Auction 
every autumn. 

Rachel graduated, is now married with 
a baby and runs an Insurance office 
in Kabale. Rita graduated with a Law 
Degree and has just started a fifth year at 
a Law Development Centre in Kampala 
which will enable her to practise. 

Along the way we have supported other 
causes such as Safe and Sound in Derby 
and ones which are part of MU. The 
total amount we have raised over the last 
twenty years is an amazing £25,936.88. 
We have done this with the help of so 
many people, here in Bonsall and many 
of the surrounding villages. 

The Mothers Union is an incredible 
organisation which has more than three 
million members in countries from Africa 
to Australia and does such valuable 
work in Literacy, Parenting skills and 
Agriculture. 

Although our fundraising has come to an 
end, we shall always be in contact with 
Peace and her daughters as they have 
become part of our lives for ever. 

Di Moor 

outside the town of Kabale. We decided 
to try and help her build the house, 
which she said would cost about £1000. 
Just a few weeks later, Peter Fellows told 
us he was going to Uganda for work and 
would meet her and deliver anything we 
wanted to send so in the space of two 
weeks we raised a thousand pounds by 
donation and loans and in October 2003 
he took the money, met her and brought 
back the first photo he had taken of the 
three of them. 

At Easter 2005, after many setbacks, 
they moved in to the house that so 
many people had built and in October 
2005 two of us went to stay with her for 
two weeks. We all got on so well and 
met her friends, family and Mum and 
Mother in law who lived in a tiny mud 
house on the side of a steep hillside 
which we had to climb from the road. 
Peace’s husband is buried there in a 
family plot and to see someone from 
those beginnings then become a physics 
teacher at a fee paying school must have 
made her incredibly proud. 

As a result of that visit two families 
here in England offered to put Peace’s 
brother Gerald and sister Akarin, both in 
their early twenties, through university. 
The fundraising continued with the 
fees increasing as they got older and 
moved on to high schools where they 
boarded. Five years later, three of us 
went again for Gerald and Akarin’s 
graduations, joined by another lady who 
had sponsored Gerald. This time we 
were also made godparents as Peace’s 
Mum, Joy, had decided to have her 
grandchildren all christened. 
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Can you help the Peak 
District National Park 
Authority to set policy 
for the future of the 
National Park?
Climate change. Nature recovery. 
Sustainable communities. Low carbon 
transport- These are just a few of the 
big ticket challenges the National Park 
is facing.

The planning process is vital in 
addressing such issues and works 
best when local authorities, local 
communities and developers work 
together creating effective partnerships 
to achieve positive outcomes. 

Planning matters, this is why when 
we produce plans and policies, we 
ask everyone to take part in the 
consultation.

We are currently reviewing the Peak 
District National Park Local Plan.  
It is a plan for the future 
development of the local area which 
we write and implement in close 
consultation with you.

We use the planning policies we develop 
in the Local Plan to make decisions on 
the hundreds of planning applications 
we receive each year.

To make the right decisions we need 
your help to decide what goes into 
the Local Plan, and that will guide 
development in the National Park over 
the next 20 years.

Please complete the survey at https://
www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/planning/
policies-and-guides/the-local-plan 
and find out more about the Local Plan 
review process, including timescales, 
background information and how to get 
involved.

Survey results will be published online. 
These will influence the next stage in 
the formal consultation, ‘Issues and 
Options’.

The Survey is available until the 7 
February 2021. If you have any queries 
please email policy@peakdistrict.gov.uk 
or telephone 01629-816200.

Joanne Cooper

Policy Planning Technician

Peak District National Park Authority, 
Aldern House, Baslow Road, Bakewell, 
DE45 1AE. Phone: 01629 816200

 
 

New book explores 
the history of Peak 
District pubs   
With pubs under the spotlight at 
the moment, a new book traces 
the evolution of the Peak District 
‘local’ from traditional ale house 
to modern road house. Full of 
anecdotes, unusual facts and 160 
current and archive photos, the 
book delves into the history of 
over 200 much-loved pubs, inns 
and taverns throughout the Peak 
District. There are chapters on 
pub names, local customs and 
haunted pubs; and details of over 
400 hostelries that have closed. 
The book also looks at how today’s 
pubs are responding to current 
challenges, through new community 
pubs, micropubs and brew pubs. 

Peak District Pubs: a pint-sized 
social history by Andrew McCloy is 
published by Gritstone Publishing 
at £11.99 and is available from 
local shops, or on-line via https://
gritstonecoop.co.uk/ where it’s 
currently at a discount launch price 
of £9.99 including p&p. 

Youlgrave-based author Andrew 
McCloy has written and edited over 
20 books including subjects such 
as the Pennine Way, Roman Britain 
and the Peak District Boundary 
Walk. He is currently Chair of 
the Peak District National Park 
Authority.

Andrew McCloy 

 

Photo: Jane David

Derbyshire County Council 
Community News 
The Council  produce a fortnightly 
newsletter giving information for local 
groups, societies, clubs, parish and town 
councils. If you want more information 
then email the council at news@
derbyshire.gov.uk.

Click here to read the Derbyshire County 
Council Community News from 26 
November 2020

Bin Collection Dates
December 2020

Tues 1 December - Blue & Green 
Bins and Food Waste Caddy 

Tues 8 December - Grey Bins 
and Food Waste Caddy

Tues 15 December - Blue & Green 
Bins and Food Waste Caddy 

Tues 22 December - Grey Bins 
and Food Waste Caddy

Tues 29 December - Blue 
Bins and Food Waste 
Caddy  (Note No Green bin 
collection over xmas week)

January 2021

Tues 5   January - Grey Bins 
and Food Waste Caddy

Tues 12 January - Blue & Green 
Bins and Food Waste Caddy

Tues 19 January - Grey Bins 
and Food Waste Caddy

Tues 26 January - Blue & Green 
Bins and Food Waste Caddy

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDCC/bulletins/2ae7eae
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VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

Public Notice for Ashes plot at St James’ Church

ChesterfieldArchdeaconry:
2020-054744Ref:
DerbyDiocese:

Church: Bonsall: St James Apostle

Form 4A
(Rule 6.2)

Public Notice
(general form)

In the Consistory Court of the Diocese of Derby

In the parish of Bonsall

Church of Bonsall: St James Apostle

NOTICE IS GIVEN that we are applying to the Consistory Court of the diocese for permission to carry 
out the following:
To confirm the designation of an area of the churchyard for the burial of ashes shown as area C on the 
accompanying plan and three photographs, and to allow for the burial of the ashes of relatives in the 
existing plots. The Parish Council are creating provision for other burial of ashes in the local cemetery.
Copies of the relevant plans and documents may be examined at

The Registrar
12 St Peter’s Churchyard, 
Derby DE1 1TZ.

Petitioners:

1. CARLA VICENCIO PRIOR, TEAM VICAR

2.

3.

so that your letter reaches the registrar not later than 03/12/2020. A letter of objection must include 
your name and address and state whether you live in the parish and/or your name is entered on the 
church electoral roll of the parish or any other basis on which you have an interest in the matter. 

Date 03/11/2020

If you wish to object to any of the works or proposals you should send a letter or email stating the 
grounds of your objection to The Diocesan Registrar at

Eddowes Waldron
12 St Peter's Churchyard
Derby
DE1 1TZ

(If changes to a church are proposed, a copy of the petition and of any designs, plans, photographs and 
other documents that were submitted with it must be displayed in the church or at another place where 
they may be conveniently inspected by the public and if the petition is submitted through an online system, 
those documents must also be publicly available for inspection online.)

nh@ewlaw.co.uk

Page 1Tuesday, November 03, 2020 10:08 AM

Directions to petitioner
You must display this public notice (or a copy of it) for a continuous period of not less than 28 days, not 
counting the day on which it was put up or the day on which it is taken down, (or for such other period as 
the Court may direct and subject to any special directions of the registrar) in each of the following places:

1. on a notice board or in some other prominent position inside the church; and
2. on a notice board outside the church or in some other prominent position (whether on the outside 

of the church door or elsewhere) so that it can be read by the public.

Page 2Tuesday, November 03, 2020 10:08 AM
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PARISH COUNCIL

Slinter Top quarry
County Councillor Ratcliffe reported 
that the application was now due to be 
heard by the County Council at either 
the December or January planning 
committee meetings of the County 
Council (7 December or 11 January).  
Councillor Ratcliffe understood that the 
recent Environmental Impact Study had 
gone a long way towards meeting the 
objections of the Peak Park Authority. 
The main remaining issue in her view 
was noise, but County Council and 
District Council readings had shown 
that these were within the legal limits 
set by legislation. The County Council 
had also commissioned an independent 
noise assessment which had also found 
noise to be within legal limits. For 
the planning application, noise levels 
needed to be assessed against current 
legislation, and although it might be 
possible to seek to lobby to change the 
criteria, in the meantime those had 
to be taken into account, otherwise 
any refusal decision based on noise 
was likely to be rejected at appeal. 

Councillor Grover commented that 
it was important not to confuse the 
current noise levels from the site with 
those that might be generated as a result 
of the planning application; if there 
were problems at present with plant 
working at a low level behind bunds then 
these would be exacerbated with plant 
working unscreened at higher levels. 

Councillor Grover expressed concern 
that the independent survey had not 
been subject to public consultation; 
Councillor Ratcliffe said that was 
not part of the planning process but 
there should be an opportunity to 
comment when the officer’s report on 
the planning application came out.  

Street light at the 
bus shelter
The County Council are to install a new 
light at the bus shelter due to technical 
difficulties with reconnecting power to 
the existing traditional lamp standard. 
The County Council had said that the 
new unit would be removed if they were 
able to resolve the connection problem. 
There was concern that the original 
light may not be reinstated, but it was 
agreed to support the installation of 
the new unit in the interests of safety, 
but to continue to press for restoration 
of the original lamp standard.

Speedwatch Scheme
A grant of £200 has been received 
from the County Council towards 
the cost of a speed gun, and it was 
agreed to thank Councillor Ratcliffe 
for her support on that. The Council 
is looking for volunteers to help 
operate the scheme; it involves a short 
online training session. If anyone is 
interested in joining that please contact 
the Clerk or your local Councillor.

Satnav error for  
Clatterway
Cllr Grover explained a problem for 
the Clatterway area in that the DE4 
2AH postcode on Google maps is 
incorrectly sited, and this led to delivery 
drivers being misdirected to Church 
Street. Efforts were being made to try 
to correct this but in the meantime 
prominent house name signage for 
Clatterway residents would help.

Motocross site former 
White Low mine 

During the Public Speaking session 
a representative from the company 
operating the motocross site spoke 
about how they wanted to listen to and 
respond to the concerns of residents. 
The Chair said that the Council had 
received over 50 complaints, that the 
complainants were from different areas 
of the village, and key issues were noise, 
traffic, dust and environmental impact. 
Traffic through the narrow roads of 
Slaley was a particular recent concern. 
Councillor Addis commented that the 
noise complaints had increased hugely 
over the last 18 months, from occasional 
use to daily use and persistent noise. It 
was this intensification that was the key 
issue. Problems had been worst since the 
end of lockdown.

A resident expressed concern that 
supporters of activity on the site believed 
that it was ‘in the middle of nowhere’, 
whereas it was in the Peak National Park 
and use impacted on local residents, and 
asked what responsibility the operators 
took for the effect of their activities. 

The representative said that they had 
closed during the first lockdown and had 
done so again although there was not a 
legal requirement to do so. They had only 
been made aware in the last six months of 
the level of concern about their activity 
when contacted by the District Council 
Environmental Health team. They did 
not expect noise to travel as far as they 
had been told by Environmental Health 
that it did, and were looking to put noise 
barriers in place and measure noise on 
the site. They were also going to close 
one day each weekend in order to reduce 
noise impact for residents; this would 
be weather dependent so could not be a 
fixed day each weekend. Dust was not 
a winter issue but they had sought to 
manage it during the summer months by 
water sprinkling, despite it being a very 
dry summer.

In relation to traffic management, they 
said that at weekends there had been a 
volunteer until 10.00am directing traffic 
up the Via Gellia to avoid Black Tor 
Road and the centre of the village; this 
was going to be extended until 11.00am. 
There was also going to be a marshall 
on Leys Lane to stop traffic leaving the 
site and returning via Slaley, although 
problems had arisen due to blocked 
access at the end of Leys lane. They said 
that they were keen to work with the 
village and not against it to make things 
run as smoothly as possible for everyone.  

Parish Council Report for 
meeting on 17 November 2020
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Interment of ashes in the 
Parish Council cemetery
The Council considered a proposal to 
create an area for interment of ashes 
along the length of the wall to the 
school in the Parish Council cemetery. 
There was no such facility at present 
in the cemetery and the Church agrees 
that this is a suitable location and has 
welcomed it. Rev Carla Vicencio Prior 
said: “there is a constant demand for 
new sites for the internment of ashes 
and the present site was not ideal due 
to its restricted space as well as the 
lack of easy access for those with any 
mobility problems and as such it is no 
longer available for this purpose”.

It was agreed to support this in 
principle on the basis that ashes 
would be marked by level plaques 
only. The Council would welcome 
any views on this proposal before 
taking a final decision, if you wish 
to comment please contact the 
Clerk or your local Councillor. 

Ash dieback
The Council is concerned that this is 
going to be an increasing problem in 
the area, and the District Council Tree 
and Landscape Officer has sent some 
links to advice on how to deal with it:

https://www.forestresearch.gov.
uk/documents/7277/7894_New_
FC_Chalara_leaflet_dft9.pdf

https://www.trees.org.uk/
Help-Advice/Public/Ash-Dieback-
%E2%80%93-Practice-Guidance

https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/
managing-ash-trees-affected-by-
ash-dieback-operations-note-46a/
managing-ash-trees-affected-by-
ash-dieback-operations-note-46a

Those links are also available on 
the Parish Council website, or 
if anyone wants a printed copy 
please contact the Clerk.

 
Full details of the meetings can be 
found in the minutes on the Parish 
Council page of the village website 
at www.bonsallvillage.org/. 

The next meeting of the Parish 
Council is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
15 December 2020. If you have any 
issues to be raised at the meeting 
please contact the Clerk Tony Payne 
with details by Monday 7 December. 
This meeting will be conducted 
by Zoom audio and video link. To 
join the 15 December meeting:

1. From a landline phone or mobile 
without wanting video: dial one 
of the following numbers: 0131 
460 1196, or 0203 051 2874. Then 
input Meeting ID: 837 9253 7094  
Password: 806765. 
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or requests of 
the Parish Council, they should ideally be 
raised in Public Participation section of 
the monthly meeting. If however there is 
an urgent matter, while individual councillors 
will try to assist, a direct response is 
better achieved by contacting the Clerk to 
the Parish Council directly:

Chair: Cllr Mark Harris, Stepping 
Lodge, Bell Lane, T: 820285 
sandraandmarkharris@btinternet.com
Vice-Chair: Phil Addis 
Dale House, The Dale. T 826309 
philaddis0@gmail.com

Councillors:
Cllr Denise Pountain 
6 High Street. T. 822708 
denise.pountain@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Jon Barry, Ivy Cottage, Bell Lane, 
T: 07866 750636 
jon.barry@derby-college.ac.uk
Cllr Richard Grover 
Nethergreen House, Clatterway 
T: 01629 259558 
richard_grover99@hotmail.com
Cllr Jackie Smith, 55 Yeoman Street, 
T: 823544, Mob 07771 764366 
jaqsm@aol.com
Cllr Stephen Smith, 55 Yeoman 
Street. T 823544, Mob 07545 062413 
ss@sjstechnical.com

Clerk and Finance Officer:
Tony Payne,  
27 High Street.T: 822311; 
Mob. 07941358183;  
bonsallclerk@gmail.com

 
 

 
2. Via a web browser (for video 
or voice call or both): https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/83792537094?
pwd=QVZzMjlNSCtIYmM2RHRVY
UhSUVZMUT09 then again use the 
Meeting ID and password above.

3. Alternatively, you can pass 
any views to be considered 
at the meeting to the Clerk 
or to a Councillor.

Clerk and Finance Officer: 
Tony Payne 27 High Street 
DE4 2AS. T: 822311; email 
bonsallclerk@gmail.com.

Photo by Brett Biedscheid
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CROSSWORD #123

Across:
5.  Lands in court, with Stefan Edberg 
at first unbalanced. (9)
8.  One of 5.  Won back nothing. (4)
9.  One of 5.  Tarzan, offering no 
resistance, is beaten up in a  
disturbance. (8)
10. Special forces grab  
boat-painter. (6)
11. French one of 5.  South Kent,  
for instance, supports not harming  
the environment. (6)
13. Fears short hairstyle. (6)
15. Soup consists of two-thirds 
potato, one third lovage. (6)
16. Ruins meals entertaining top chef. 
(8)
18. One of five found in Vietnam 
operation heading back. (4)
19. Small Arabian man in a one of 5. (9)

Answers to crossword No. 122

Across: 5. & 16. Landscape features. 8. Veld. 9. In common. 10. Clough.  
11. Pampas. 13. Forest. 15. Dhurra. 18. Teem. 19. Arch Druid. 

Down: 1. Sand dune. 2. Oddish (IH = the odd letters of ish).  
3. Icecap. 4. Spam. 6. Bell Tower (Spooner’s Tell Bower).  
7. Coral Reef. 12. Mountain. 14. Torahs. 15. Desert. 17. Tarn.

Down:
1.  One of 5.  Mushy bloom 
covered up by spies. (8)
2.  Fuses mixed tunes 
with indie opener. (6)
3.  Oddball cafe ran empty 
in one of 5. (6)
4.  Letter seen in Greek 
alphabet assimilated. (4)
6.  One of 5. Company big-shot 
in charge on first of April. (5,4)
7.  Slow-going - in a fig-leaf?! (5,4)
12. First off? Gut reaction.  
In between? Nothing 
good leaving. (8)
14. One of 5. Cornwall 
paradise, maybe. (6)
15. Proposes Jerry poses. (6)
17. One of 5 seen in 
Upper Uganda. (4)

EDITORIAL GROUP
Hazel Baldwin              824724

Brett Biedscheid  07977 200354

Julie Coxall     07709 697082

Maggie Duggins                 825228

Peter Fellows                  825267

Karen Firth                259483

Julie Hamilton                  824819

Dave Hicklin    820884

Pam McInally                  826306

Ricky & Jeanette Moss                826557

Jonathan Ogilvie                821837

Please send us your news, views, 
stories and diary events by Noon on 
Tuesday 26 January to: Editorial 
Group, 19 High St. or by e-mail 
to  mutterings @ hotmail.com

EDITORIAL POLICY
We welcome news, views and letters on 
any topic provided they are attributed 
to an author. We review all items for 
obvious libellous or offensive material, 
but we cannot check for factual content. 

Please do not send letters which are 
“not for publication”. If you have strong 
feelings about what is or is not said in 
Mutterings, please either write to us or 
join the group of volunteers who enable 
the production of this village newsletter. 

Back issues of T’Owd Man’s Mutterings 
can be found on the Bonsall Village 
website – www.bonsallvillage.org. 
Please note that your articles will 
appear on the website and can be 
picked up by search engines.

Answers to the Old Rectory by 10 January 2021.   
Winner, picked out of hat, gets wine or chocolates.
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VILLAGE GROUPS & RESOURCES USEFUL NUMBERS
Allotments Penny Collier 825591
Art Club Julie Leggett  07305 594084
Bonsall Barn Project 
Liz Stoppard/Mike Susko 823712
Bonsall Camp 
Matthew Quinn 07988 071682
Bonsall Church Bell Ringers 
Melissa Welbourne 826303
Bonsall Community Library  
St James’ Church 
Vacant 
Bonsall History Group
Peter Greaves                           822374
Bonsall Map Wendy Bullar 825267
Bonsall Pensioners Fund 
Vacant 
Bonsall Riders Club 
Jane Williams 825632
Carnival Committee 
Jackie Smith             823544
Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline Group 
Chris Broome 824512
Cromford Playgroup 
Karen or Jayne 07905 937371
Horticultural Society 
Vacant    
Kick-boxing 
Hayley Capewell 07773 149935
Mothers’ Union Di Moor 824376
Open Gardens Ollie Gerrish 824498
Pigeon Club Gordon Hardy 823549
School Head Rebecca Smart 822573
PTFA Claire Duma   07880 851083
School Foundation 
Clerk, Norma Rickards 822257

• Non-village organisations: 
£20 – one floor 
£30 – both floors

• Village people private hire: 
£25 – one floor 
£35 – both floors

• Non-village people private hire: 
£40 – one floor 
£50 – both floors

For information on sale of alcohol/
private bar, use of the Village Hall 
audio equipment, screening a film, 
or any other matters, please contact 
Jackie Smith. M 07771 764366
H 823544. email. Jaqsm@aol.com
Address. 55 Yeoman Street

Defibrillator Trained Volunteers
Richard Taylor    823704 07860 214503
Brett Taylor         824407 07950 036657
Anne Young        825186 07876 506595
Phil Addis           826309    07951 189727 
John Ratcliffe 07896 924824
Maxine Ellis 07742 749854
Jo Hanby            822767 07872 641409
Julia Milverton 07584 895644

Health
Chemists 
Wirksworth Market Place 822607
12 Bank Road, Matlock             57924
Dentists Matlock: 
584746, 55645, 582218, 56558
Doctors: 
NHS Direct    0845 4647
Wirksworth Hannage Brook 822434
Matlock Imperial Road            583465
Hospitals
Chesterfield, Calow  01246 277271
Derby City  01332 340131
Derby Royal  01332 347141
Matlock Whitworth  580211 
Non-emergencies 111

Derbyshire County Council
www.derbyshire.gov.uk
All enquiries   580000
Out of Hours numbers: 536673 or ‘Call 
Derbyshire’ 533190 or 0845 6058058

Derbys Dales District Council
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk
All enquiries   761100
Environmental health   761212
Tourist information
Matlock   583388
Matlock Bath    583834
Trading Standards    585858
Electricity emergencies  0800 0568090
Fire station, Matlock    582849
Gas leaks    0800 111999

Household Waste Recycling Centre 
Harrison Way, Darley Dale, 8.30 – 6.00. 

Mobile Library    01773 824333
Monthly 2nd Fridays at the Fountain, 
10.55–11.30 am
Police/Safer Neighbourhoods   101
PC Pat Squires and PCSO Spencer Nixon 
or matlock.neighbourhoods@derbyshire.
pnn.police.uk.
Crimestoppers   0800 555111
Victim support   825544
Community safety   761101
Swimming
Matlock (Arc)  581322
Wirksworth  825704

Vets Matlock             582844, 581234 
Wirksworth                           823034

TRAVEL SERVICES
Assisted Travel
Derbyshire Connect transport for shopping, 
weekdays 9am - 4pm, booked in advance. 
Tel: 01335 300670 between two and 
seven days before travel or email: info@
ashbournect.org.uk. 
Derbyshire Connect Active Travel to 
healthcare appointments, weekdays 9am 
- 5pm, booked in advance. Charges vary. 
Tel: 03333 444125 at least 48 hours in 
advance or email: office@sdcvs.org.uk 

Bus services
216 Bus service - Matlock to Bonsall
Monday to Saturday. No service on 
Sunday or Bank Holiday
Bonsall - Cromford - Starkholmes - 
Matlock
Bonsall, adj Uppertown Lane 09:59 11:43
Bonsall, adj Fountain 10:02 11:46
Cromford, adj Greyhound 10:07 11:51
Starkholmes, adj High Tor Road 10:14 
11:58
Matlock Bakewell Road (Stand A) 10:18 
12:02
Matlock - Starkholmes - Cromford - 
Bonsall
Matlock Bakewell Road (Stand B) 09:36 
11:20
Starkholmes, opp High Tor Road 09:40 
11:24
Cromford, opp Greyhound 09:46 11:30
Bonsall, opp Fountain 09:49 11:33
Bonsall, adj Uppertown Lane 09:57 11:41
Timetable from https://www.travelinedata.
org.uk. 0871 2002233 
Taxis 822072, 813774, 826060, 
07967 273237, 07815 773706
Train services  0845 7484950
Travel line    0870 6082608

Volunteer Drivers
Loreen                                           822067
Richard Shipley                             259809

RESOURCES
Bonsall Publications
The Bonsall Map - wall poster £3.50 + 
P&P (the folded map is available from 
village pubs and B&Bs)
Bonsall - a village & its history
£15 paperback, £25 hardback + P&P
History booklets
£2.50–£3 or £10 for a pack of six + P&P 
Bonsall within living memory 
£10 + P&P
80 Years of Bonsall Carnival Book 
£9.99 + P&P
History Walking Guides 
pack of six £5 + P&P 
All available from 19 High St., DE4 2AS, 
Tel: 825267, pubs or Fountain Tearoom.

Village Hall 
For bookings contact Jackie Smith 
Jaqsm@aol.com, 823544, or 07771 
764366.
Cost per session (a session is 
a morning, afternoon or evening): 
• Village organisations: 

£10 – one floor 
£16 – both floors


