
Mutterings
T’Owd Man’s 

In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken to 
Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old Ball Eye mine 

at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering.
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Success at the Horticultural Show
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Church Floodlighting
Around the 19th of this month, 
Claudine Balmer remembers her 
brother, Fred Peake, who’s 70th 
birthday this would have been and 
mother, Betsy Ellison is also in mind 
for the family. The third week of 
October brings for Doreen Rickards 
and her family memories of Ian, 
Millie, Isaac and Peter. Mum and Dad 
Seedhouse are remembered by all 
their children, especially on the 22nd. 
Keith Mellor’s family, Joan and Jennie 
particularly, think lovingly of him 
around the 27th of the month. Alice 
and Guy are much in the thoughts of 
Louis Pearson, especially near the 
28th of October. During this month 
also, Margaret Lounds and family 
remember her parents, Mr and Mrs 
Ireland. 

John Sewry

Wirksworth Team Ministry 
Serving All Saints’ Alderwasley, St James’ Bonsall, All Saints’ Bradbourne, All Saints’ Elton, St James’ Brassington, 

St Margaret’s Carsington, Holy Trinity Kirk Ireton, St James’ Idridgehay, Holy Trinity Middleton and St Mary’s Wirksworth.
Contact: The Team Office, Parish Rooms, St. Mary’s Gate, Wirksworth, DE4 4DQ, Tel/Fax 01629 824707,  

email:teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk. www.wirksworthteamminisrtry.co.uk

October

St James
5      9.30am Harvest Festival
12    9.30am Eucharist
19    11.00am Morning Worship
26    8.30am Eucharist

The All Souls Memorial Service is on 
Sunday 2 November at 9.30am. Please 
come and light a candle in memory of a 
loved one.

The Remembrance Service is on 
Sunday 9 November at 10.45am.

 Village Life Church
Sunday  10.30am Morning Worship
              10.00am UNO Sunday School
                6.00pm Prayer Meeting
Tuesday   7.00pm Craft Club
Wednesday  7.30pm House group 

‘Call in for Coffee’ will be on Tuesday 
28 October 10am - 12pm. A warm 
welcome to everyone.

Holiday Tots and Holiday Kids will 
be on Thursday 30 October 10am to 
12pm. £1 per child

Family Fun Sunday will be on Sunday 
26 October 10.30am - 11.30am, 
followed by lunch

Wesleyan Reform Church
Sunday Service at 6.15pm

Catholic Church Services

Our Lady and St. Teresa of Lisieux
Gorsey Bank, Wirksworth

Mass Sundays 9am, Holy Days 7pm
Service of Holy Communion every Wednesday morning at 10am

Contact Fr. Joseph Keogh  (01773 743336)

Our Lady and St. Joseph Church
Bank Rd, Matlock

Mass times Saturdays 6pm, Sundays 8.30am & 10.30am, Holy Days 
9.30am & 7pm, Daily Mass Mondays and Fridays 7pm. Tuesdays – 

Thursdays 9.30am. Sacrament of Reconciliation – Fridays 6.30–7pm, Saturdays 
10.30–11am, Adoration Thursdays and Fridays 7am–11pm

Contact Fr. Bernard Needham (582804)

There is a fortnightly newsletter listing ongoing events. On Sundays breakfast is 
available in the church hall after the 8.30 Mass and tea/coffee and biscuits after 

the 10.30 Mass. All are welcome.

You may, or may not know, but when I 
was 21 my brother, my now brother-in-
law and I went on a caving expedition 
down the Jug Holes at the top of 
Salters Lane. To cut a very long story 
short we went in with saucepans on 
our heads and no safety equipment 
and got lost in the caves for 9 hours (7 
of which were in complete darkness).
At 1am in the morning the local 
cave rescuers eventually found us 
and brought us back to the surface. 
We were exhausted, saturated 
and extremely embarrassed by our 
stupidity. We wanted to go home and 
pretend the whole thing had never 
happened. But as we were peeling 
off our waterlogged clothing, the cave 
rescuers forced us to put all of our 
clothes and ‘equipment’ back on, to 
pose for them, as we were one of the 
silliest rescues they had been called 
out to.  
Recently a few people I know through 
my work at Bonsall Camp had been 
to a training seminar with the Cave 
Rescue and had recognised me in the 
aforementioned photograph to their 
great amusement.
It was a rather unpleasant experience, 
as it was a little bit of my past that I am 
not massively proud of and I was found 
out by these people. It was as though 
a wound that had scabbed over and 
healed had been ripped open once 
more.
But it made me think about the 
amazing grace of God. He forgives 
our past completely and it does not 
come back to haunt us 13 years down 
the line. The bible says he keeps ‘no 
record of wrongs.’
I know when I (occasionally) have a 
disagreement with my wife, I always 
bring things in to the conservation from 
previous arguments and discussions, 
things that we have made our peace 
over, thrown out in to the world again, 
and reopening old hurts.
But not God!! When I mess up, he 
does not turn and say ‘Matthew this is 
the exact same mistake you made in 
1993’ No! When it is confessed to Him, 
it is forgotten by Him.
And that was, and still is, the most 
exciting part of my Christian journey, 
that the shame, pain and hurt of my 
past does not have to affect me today.  

It is gone!  And that gives me such a 
peace and a joy.
If you struggle with things from 
your past, worries, concerns, hurts, 
unforgiveness. Let me encourage you 
to share this with God. He has broad 
shoulders and healing hands. He has 
the ability to wipe away the past and 
give us a fresh start. Why not try it for 
yourselves.

Matthew Quinn



 LETTERS

Mick Moor
Installations

Sycamore Cottage 
Puddle Hill, Bonsall, 
Tel: 01629 824376 

Mobile: 0797 4720991 
See the vast range 

of services offered by 
a small, private, local 

company: 

www.mickmoor.co.uk
Now updated with pages 

and pages of things 
for sale!

Note from the editors: We review 
all items for obvious libellous or 
offensive material but we cannot 
check for factual content. We 
ask that those who write to the 
Mutterings continue to write their 
own views on issues and avoid 
commenting negatively on others’ 
opinions.

Hello Mutterings
Much to many Uppertown Residents’ 
upset, the District Council Central and 
Northern Planning Committee voted 
in favour of five Affordable Homes on 
the Chestnut Farm site at the latest 
Planning Committee meeting.
It is difficult to put into words the fact 
that as sensitive and sympathetic we 
the Committee were to the view of 
the objectors, there was nothing in 
planning rules, and especially given 
Government dictates at the present 
time, that allowed us to do other than 
vote in favour.
The need for Affordable Homes has 
been tested by our Rural Housing 
Development Officer over the past 
five years, and each time it has shown 
seven persons in need of a home of 
their own in the village. A fact that 
strongly influenced my decision.
However, the real test was whether we 
could find a strong and valid reason 
to refuse, and unfortunately there was 
not one available. I know the residents 
wished to cherish their green space, 
and we understood that. However, 
Government dictate now is that green 
spaces simply cannot be protected, 
and that as a matter of course Planning 
Decisions have to be a Yes to an 
application, unless there is a very good 
reason to refuse. Unfortunately, that 
was not the case in Bonsall.
And this scene, if you read the National 
Press, is occurring all over the Country. 
It has caused one Council in the South 
to disband its Planning Committee and 
allow Officers to make decisions. The 
argument being that local democracy is 
not allowed any more. It is a pertinent 
point and one I have some sympathy 
with.
These are difficult times for any 
Planning Authority with many 
Local Plans being turned over by 
Government Inspectors with the dictate 
that more houses have to be found.
Derbyshire Dales Local Plan has just 
been thrown out and we have been 
ordered to build another 2500 homes, 
on top of the 4400 already agreed. 
A tall order.  Unfortunately, therefore 

for Uppertown Residents their well-
planned objections came to nought. 
And unfortunately, more Derbyshire 
Dales residents are going to be 
upset in the future with this National 
Government drive for more homes to 
be built. Ed Miliband has said that if 
Labour was in power, they would adopt 
the same stance with statistics showing 
that nowhere enough houses have 
been built since the Second World War! 
In my humble view therefore, those of 
us that have our own homes, need to 
consider those that desire their own 
home.
Regards
Cllr Garry Purdy

Dear Editors,
Further to the increase in articles by 
Jon Barry I suggest you could change 
the title of our village newsletter to Jon 
Barry’s Mutterings.
Given that there are lots of young 
people in the village who would like to 
live in the village I see no reason why 
the development of affordable housing 
should be discouraged.
I hope the development goes ahead 
and some young ones have a chance 
to start a life in this village of ours.
When the cows can speak words there 
really is a problem!
Regards
Pete Hopkinson

Dear Editors,
In the current economic climate, we are 
in desperate need of housing that is 
affordable to all. As a university student 
hit by new tuition fees, I would like to 
think I could move back to Bonsall 
one day, and may well be in need of 
such housing to do so. Surely there 
are other young local people who don’t 
earn high wages? They too can benefit 
from this development in our village.
Are the objections about the 
environment? If so, then I would expect 
objectors to support the development 
of wind turbines for renewable energy! 
In any case, five new houses are not 
going to stop Bonsall being a beautiful 
place to live. Is the argument that there 
will be no economic gain? If 5 young 
families move in, each with 2 young 
children, the school will gain 10 new 
pupils which amounts to approximately 
£30,000 of extra funds per year for the 
school. Therefore, it most definitely 
could be very advantageous!

I am most concerned that some letters 
attempt to belittle Bob Cartwright as a 

person. I do not know him very well, 
but have found Bob to be extremely 
kind and respectful, listening to me 
and encouraging me to get involved 
in politics. Never once have I felt 
patronised. To persuade me that our 
Councillor has supported a wrongful 
cause, I would need to read coherent 
arguments, not personal attacks.

To conclude, when there are so many 
horrendous things in the news – my 
friend from Syria has lost numerous 
friends and family members to the 
war – it seems absurd that providing 
five homes for the less well-off has 
resulted in such an unpleasant furore. 
I am proud to be from Bonsall and I 



Local milk from local farms
Early Morning Deliveries from

David Allsop’s Milk
Round

Fresh Milk
Organic Milk

Soya Milk
UHT Milk

Cream
Eggs

Fruit Juices
Milk and Eggs now also 
available 24/7 from the 
vending machine at Via 

Gellia Mill
To order call 01629 824795

LETTERS

Auto Engineering
18 Yeoman Street

Service and MOT
preparation

All makes of vehicle

Tel: 824537/822708
Fax: 01629 822708

 
 
 
 
 

The Play Mill 
 

Via Gellia Mills, Bonsall DE4 2AJ 
Telephone: 01629 824777 

www.playmill.co.uk 
 
 Climbing Frame 
 Sandpit 
 Sit and Ride Toys 
 Hot and Cold Food 
 
 Yoga Bugs, Mondays at 11am 
 Singing. 1st Wednesday in the month 1pm 
 Craft. Thursdays at 11am 
 Dinky Dancers Fridays at 11am 

 
+  

 
 
              

 

Indoor play for 1 - 8’s (or less than 4ft 8”) 
 

Birthday Parties from £7.95 per child 
Under 1yr 50p . 1-8yrs £4 for 2 hours 

Open 10am – 6pm, 6 days a week 
Fridays 10am-4pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taylors Fuels  

COAL 
£11.50 per 50KG Bag*  

(£230 per ton) 

NEWBURN 
Long burning smokeless ovals,  

ideal for glass-fronted room 

heaters, multi-fuel stoves and 

wood-burning stoves. 

£14.50 per 50KG Bag*  

(£290 per ton) 

Tel: 01773 741 212 
We guarantee the quality of all 

the fuel we sell. 

Minimum Order Applies. 

*fuel supplied is not pre-packed 

 

want to continue to believe our village 
is a strong, caring and welcoming 
community to people from all walks of 
life. I write this as someone Bonsall 
born and raised, not that where you 
come from has any bearing on your 
ability to make informed decisions, for 
the good of the village and for the most 
vulnerable members of society.
Katy Brown

Dear Brian and Winnie,
On behalf of the Bonsall Pensioners 
Fund may I thank you for your recent 
kind donation of £165 to the fund. It is 
indeed very generous of you, and as 
you know all the money will be put to 
good use for the benefit of our older 
residents in the village. It is only by 
your hard work and support of many of 
the groups within the village that enable 
them to function. On behalf of the 
Bonsall Seniors Committee thank you 
once again.
Ron Brown

Dear Mutterings,
I am sorry Alix found my letter in the 
last issue of Mutterings to be “the most 
patronising she has ever read”. I can 
assure her and your other readers I 
was not intending to be patronising still 
less achieve any record in that area. I 
was merely expressing disagreement 
with some of the views expressed 
which is a far throw from humiliating 
and belittling (all) young people for 
speaking their minds. In addition, I don’t 
think I said anything which justified 
Alix’s charge that I think the younger 
generation “know nothing”. If I did think 

October
Kings Head
Sat 11, 9pm – Karaoke
Sat 25, 9pm – Karaoke
Sundays - Quiz Night

Barley Mow
Thu 2 Oct, 8pm – Film Night
Fri 3 Oct, 9pm – Friday Night Music 
Club
Fri 10 Oct, 9pm  – Friday Night 
Music Club
Fri 17 Oct, 9pm – Friday Night 
Music Club
Fri 24 Oct, 9pm - Friday Night 
Music Club
Fri 31 Oct, 9pm - Friday Night 
Music Club

WHAT’S ON

that I would not have bothered replying 
in the first place.
Bob Cartwright

As part of the editorial team for the 
Mutterings, I have begun to understand 
the difficultly in deciding what should or 
should not be published in the village 
magazine. The primary concern is 
whether we should allow free speech 
in the Mutterings or whether people’s 
opinions should be monitored and 
edited in fear of causing offence.
The recent plan for affordable housing 
in Uppertown has caused a lot of 
controversy and unnecessary derisive 
behaviour aimed at fellow members of 
the village. In situations like this, it is 
impossible to expect everyone to agree, 
but that does not mean we should be 
attacking each other because of our 
conflicting opinions. I have also noticed 
an increase in belittling behaviour inside 
and outside the magazine towards the 
younger generation. I have witnessed 
some patronizing phrases being used 
to reflect their mockery of younger 
residents expressing their own opinions 
that go against their own.  We should 
be excited that the young generation 
is interested in writing articles in the 
local magazine and getting involved 
in debates like this, not mocking them 
behind their back.
Everyone should be allowed their 
own opinion, including the younger 
generation. But we should be able to 
do this without the unnecessary indirect 
insults aimed at each other.
Charlotte Harris.
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Cromford Garage
MOT, Service and Repairs 

to all makes of vehicles
Now selling & repairing 

tyres
Book in on 01629 823043 

or 07885 879652

Bake Love

Bespoke Cakes
 Rising to the occasion

You Choose the theme
You Choose the style

You Choose the flavour

You Choose the date
For further information please contact Doro Maginnis
Telephone: 01629 820132
Address: 1 Church Street, Bonsall, DE4 2AE

www.facebook.com/bakelovebespokecakes

Then and Now – The Dale in the 1950s and today, both taken from the footpath to 
Arter Hill. Note the 1950s sheep on the left hillside keeping the vegetation at bay. 
(Photos from Norma Marshall)
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Carl Taylor
Local Builder and 

Roofer
Roof repairs to full 

roofs
Extensions to new 

builds
Conservatory bases,
Patios, garden walls 

etc.

Free estimates

NEW NUMBER
0779 1161919

High quality local builders.
Architect approved.

Fully qualified.
30 years experience.

If it is a new build, extension,
restoration or repair .

Contact RICHARD WEBSTER
on 01629 824724

Mob 07812 348283

Bonsall Red Barrows press 
release
In the process of decommissioning RAF 
Wootton and moving command and 
control elements to RAF Bonsall Park 
Bottom the squadron mascot (Laptop 
the Labrador) brought me the latest 
copy of The Mutterings.

My attention was drawn to the Jon 
Barry letters page and the dastardly 
accusation that the WORLD FAMOUS 
Bonsall Red Barrows had left a blemish, 
so l have to respond for the honour of 
the squadron.

We are the first to admire those gallant 
young men who risked their lives in 
WW2 but since then a thing called 
health and safety has crept in and some 
would say blighted industry.

But we have to comply with all current 
laws. You will have noticed on the day 
we did fly with canopies fully back due 
to extreme conditions as the air con 
units had failed during our final practice.

So, on perhaps the hottest day of the 
year as the unit OC l had to think of the 
welfare of our brave boys and girls as 
well as ensuring we gave a damn good 
display at a fine event. For 2 hours l was 
carrying out risk assessments and was 
on the HSE website constantly before 
take-off time and the point of no return. 
It’s lonely at the top especially when you 
are only 5 ft 5 inches tall.

What the audience would also not 
have been aware of during our brilliant 
performance was certain members of 
the squadron were “commando” under 

their flying suits and Mark Bomber Harris 
was threatening to remove the left and 
right stickers we had placed on his flying 
boots in order to save weight and sweat. 
To us it would not have mattered as he 
had even got them on the wrong boots, 
and upside down.

So what finally swung my command 
decision to go helmetless was Dave 
“loop the loop” Hanby having a quiet 
word with me along the lines of “we 
ain’t wearing these helmets Mick, OK”.
Democracy in action.

At Glastonbury next year l will ensure 
over the 4 days we perform to make all 
of us proud.

Bonsall Red Barrows, the only red 
barrow display team in the world to have 
performed with the RAF Red Arrows, 
been part of the warm up acts for UB40, 

Stranglers and other bands, as well as 
many local village carnivals over the 
past 5 years - Not bad eh.

Mark Sobey

Pumpkin Carving Competition   
The Bonsall Pumpkin Competition will 
get under way on Halloween. A very 
generous donor has provided prizes 
for the best designed pumpkin in the 
following categories:

4 to 5 years old, 6 –7 years, 8 – 9 years 
and 10 – 11 years.

Pumpkins can be entered from 5pm on 
Halloween at the Cross. There will be 
a step on the cross for each age group 
and judging will be held at 7pm prompt.

Mark Sobey
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01629 825685

kf
accounting services

serving bonsall 
and district

free initial consultation

01629 55255

81 Dale Road 
Matlock 
de4 3lu

Chartered Management 
Accountant

Calling all ghouls and monsters 
(and kids in fancy dress) 
This year, the Halloween celebrations 
around the Cross at No1 Church Street 
will be bigger and scarier thanks to a 
very generous donation from Bonsall 
Open Gardens.
The old Greenhill Stores will be open for 
scary business at 6pm and closing at 
8pm. So if you are brave enough come 
on down to see what is going on – all 
welcome, especially those of a nervous 
nature.

Mark Sobey 

World War 1 Group Contribution
The immediate civilian impact of the 
war was the creation of the Belgian 
Fund in support of Belgian refugees. 
Rev. Taggart, Chairman, and Miss 
Moody (daughter of the headmaster), 
Secretary, organised arrangements 
for accommodating a family of Belgian 
refugees. A concert in the school raised 
£8 5s.(£8.25)

In September, volunteers had been 
enlisted but the Regular forces already 
contained Bonsall men who were 
engaged with the fighting. William 
Gregory was on board HMS Monmouth. 
George W. Bateman, born in 1894, was 

a regular in the 1st Battalion Grenadier 
Guards. He was the son of a lead 
miner Joseph Bateman and Annie G 
Charlesworth of Uppertown. In August 
he had been based at Warley and 
the 1st Battalion became part of 20th 
Brigade, 7th Division in September. 
On 7 October he landed at Zeebrugge 
with orders to assist in the defence of 
Antwerp. However, by the time they 
arrived the city was already falling and 
the 7th Division was instead ordered to 
hold certain important bridges and other 
places that would help the westward 
evacuation of the Belgian army. Once 
the Belgians were through, the Division 
was moved westwards, where the 
infantry entrenched in front of Ypres, the 
first British troops to occupy that fateful 
place.

Edward Boden was part of the army 
reserve, because he had served in the 
Boer War, and had been recalled to 
the colours in the North Staffordshire 
regiment.

Three Bonsall men all born in 1890, 
were all Privates in the 2nd Battalion 
of the local regiment, the Sherwood 
Foresters (Notts. & Derbys. Regiment).

Jack Worthy, was the son of William a 
railway platelayer who had died before 
1900 and Mary A. and they lived on 
Long Lane (the foot of Stepping Lane).

John Bunting was the son of John 
and Ruth on Arter Hill. By the time he 
enlisted he was married to Florence 
Mary Bradley (formerly Bunting), and 
was living at 1, Ash Yard, Sherwood St., 
Nottingham.



Bonsall Horticultural Show
Yet another successful show took place 
in the Village Hall with 200+ exhibits 
entered. Vegetable and flower classes 
were slightly down on previous years, 
mainly due to the weather earlier in 
the season but as ever the standard of 
produce was extremely high. Special 
mention has to be given for a superb 
exhibition of crochet and needlework, 
which demonstrates that we have some 
very very talented people in Bonsall. A 
vast array of exhibits were on show in 
the adult cookery classes and our thanks 
must go to the judges, Janet and Paul, 
both lecturers at Chesterfield Catering 
College, for a very professional and 
exacting approach in selecting winners 
of each class. The vegetable classes 

Lawrence Bunting, son of William, a 
framework knitter, who died before 
1901, and Ann Eliza who lived in 
Yeoman Street. By 1914 he was living 
in Mansfield.

The 2nd Battalion was part of the British 
Expeditionary Force which landed in 
France in September 1914 and went 
early to the Front as part of our ‘Little 
Contemptible Army’. They went straight 
into the bitter fighting on the River Aisne. 
On 20 September the Battalion carried 
out a counter-attack to plug a gap in 
the British Lines. The casualties were 
17 out of 22 officers and 214 out of 930 
other ranks. Reinforced, the Battalion 
fought another major battle in October 
at Ennettiere on the way to Ypres, 
holding a vastly superior German force 
for 48 hours and losing in the process 
16 officers and 710 other ranks.

Brenda Greaves

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

were adjudicated upon by our ‘show 
regulars’ Mr & Mrs Hoare of Chesterfield 
- all judges made reference to the very 
high standard of exhibits on show.

The children’s classes again featured 
some very creative exhibits and caused 
great excitement among them when they 
could see how their exhibits had fared. 
Successful candidates received rosettes 
with several ‘Highly Commended’ 
rosettes being presented. The ‘John 
March’ family plaque, awarded to the 
family gaining the highest points in the 
show, was won this year by the Morris 
family, deposing the Ross family’s run 
of victories in previous years. Rumour 
has it though that some friendly rivalry 
between families Ward, Ross and 
Morris is brewing – so look out for some 
fierce competition next year!



Finally our thanks must go to a 
‘reformed’ Jon Barry (can this be so? 
- must be since he got married!), who 
conducted the auction of goods with 
great aplomb and his usual smattering 
of good humour. Thanks also to all those 
who gave their time to prepare and 
stage exhibits, to the people who give 
so generously at the auction and indeed 
all those who contribute and support the 
show in so many ways, by giving their 
time, donations or loan of equipment. It 
is all very much appreciated.

The Bonsall Seniors Committee are 
always looking for volunteers to join 
us and offer their services however 
great or small, all help, fresh ideas are 
welcomed. Feel free to contact any of 
the committee members or call 822153 
for details. Thanks to all.

Ron Brown 
on behalf of Bonsall Seniors Committee

Village Hall Autumn Fair
This annual fundraiser is from 10.30am 
to 12.00pm on Saturday 1 November.  
Last year the attendance was 
disappointing, let’s improve this year!  
Please find a few minutes to attend, 
enjoy refreshments and spend a couple 
of quid.

This is an important annual fundraiser 
for the Village Hall funds.  Remember 
the Hall belongs to the village and is run 
by a voluntary committee.

If you want a stall at the fair phone me 
on 823591.  New committee members 
are most welcome.

Leigh Johnson

Apple Day
Once again there will be an apple 
pressing at the allotments as part of the 
National celebrations of Apple Day on 
Sat. 18 October from 10am to noon.  If 
you have your own apples and want to 
bring them along to press for the juice 
you’ll be very welcome. There may 
be some apples left in the community 
orchard. You will need a board, cutting 
knife and containers to take away the 
juice.

Mike Lynch
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1928 carnival float. Queen Francis Loxley and King John Thomas Prince with 
their entourage
(Photo from Norma Marshall)

School’s out for Summer… 
School’s out Forever.
(a catch up from Eliza Day, Uppertown)

Well technically it is neither Summer 
nor the end of the school year in 
Malaysia, but it is for me. My official 
last day at MRSM Gemencheh, the 
boarding school I have called home 
(and work) for the past year was Friday 
23rd July. I had a really nice last week, 
not too stressed, not too quiet, with time 
in between lessons to sort out all my 
stuff and get generally organised. This 
included more work on my community 
report, throwing away lots of unneeded 
paperwork and getting our desks taken 
away (we camped temporarily at the 
meeting table) and replaced by new 
computers- it’s nice to feel missed!

... Although it was strange to say 
goodbye and have the Last Lesson, and 
Last Day etc it also feels right. It has 
been a great year but a year is enough, 
I am ready for my next adventure!

... So as I said that was the last week 
of Ramadan and the Monday after was 
Hari Raya, the celebratory holiday that 
marks the end of fasting. To ensure we 
weren’t left out of the festivities and 
stranded at the deserted school we 
were invited to stay with a local family 
for the weekend. This family hosted two 
PT volunteers last year and one of these 
girls was back to visit, so it was great to 
meet her at the same time. Raya is on 

par with Christmas in terms of how big 
the celebrations are, and how people 
look forward to the day (and the food 
of course). The run up all month was 
marked with Raya songs, TV shows, 
films, night/day bazaars and, being in 
Asia, naturally lots of very explosive 
fireworks being let off EVERYWHERE.

... The Raya holiday is all about getting 
together with your family and asking 
forgiveness and is celebrated with many 
open houses. In Malaysia this is when 
one house cooks a huge amount of food 
and invites everyone to come and eat, 
throughout the day. Our family were 
hosting so all day family members were 
arriving, mingling and taking photos 
while children ran around and I ate way 
too many chocolate wafers in between 
portions of beef and laksa! It was all 
smiles and food but unfortunately I had 
to leave that night for KL as Ruyana was 
flying home and I was catching a lift to 
KLIA. Since then I have been up on the 
Perhentian islands but I think I will save 
that till The Final Post (;

Currently 6 days (when this was written) 
until my flight! Exciting but remind me 
why I would ever want to leave Asia? :)

Extract from Eliza Day’s “Eliza’s Year 
in Malaysia” Blog, dated August 
2014.



Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or 
requests of the Parish Council, 
they should ideally be raised in 
Public Participation section of the 
monthly meeting. If however there 
is an urgent matter, while individual 
councillors will try to assist, a direct 
response is better achieved by 
contacting the Clerk to the Parish 
Council directly:

Chair: Cllr Dorothy Lane,  
55 High Street, T: 824941

Vice-Chair: Cllr Denise Pountain,
6 High Street, Bonsall, T: 822708

Councillors:
Cllr Terry Henderson, 17 High 
Street, Bonsall, T: 825782

Cllr Veronica Addis, Dale House, 
The Dale T: 826309

Cllr Colette Dewhurst, The Barley 
Mow, The Dale, Bonsall. T 825685

Responsible Finance Officer  
Tony Payne, 27 High Street.            
T: 822311

Clerk: 
Catherine Rawas, Brocliffe 
Cottage, Uppertown, Bonsall DE4 
2AW T: 820947. M: 07964 053129  
e-mail: bonsallclerk@googlemail.
com

District Councillors
Bob Cartwright, tel: 822702, bob.
cartwright@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Garry Purdy Tel: 823636, garry.
purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillor
Irene Ratcliffe, tel: 823023, irene.
ratcliffe@derbyshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Patrick McLoughlin, Derbys 
Dales consituency, tel: 020 
7219 3511, House of Commons, 
London, SW1A 0AA, email: patrick.
mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk

MEPs
The 6 East Midlands MEPs can 
be contacted on 020 7219 3000 
or at: House of Commons, London, 
SW1A 0AA

The Kings head
Your village pub 

 Offers you a warm welcome, with 
real ales & real food for real people. 

Traditional Bateman’s ales with weekly 
guest ale. **NEW POOL ROOM**
Home-cooked traditional food served 
Tues - Sat 6.00 - 8.30pm. Sat lunch 
12 - 2pm; Sun lunch 12 - 2.30pm.

Lite lunch menu soon available
Pie Nite on Wednesdays
Steak Nite on Thursdays

Opening times: 
Mon: from 7.30pm.

Tues–Fri: 5.30pm–12am. 
Sat: 12-3pm and 5.30pm-12am. 
Karaoke 2nd and last Saturdays.
Sun: 12–3pm and 7.30pm–12am. 

Quiz night every Sunday. 
Phone Michael on 822703

Report from Bonsall Parish Council,
16 September 2014:

Two new Councillors were welcomed 
at the meeting, Cllr. Sandra Harris and 
Cllr. Jon Barry – both of Uppertown. 

Derbyshire Dales District Council have 
set up a consultation for ‘rationalisation 
of dog waste bins and litter bins’.  The 
new advice from Environment Agency 
states dog waste can be mixed with 
regular waste and this would lead to 
the removal and replacement of some 
of the bins in the village.  Consultation 
for this closes on 22 October so 
you can contribute your views on 
the proposals by visiting the Bonsall 
Village website where a copy of the 
consultation is available to view.

Regarding the Griffe Grange Wind 
Farm, the current situation is that  2 
County Council members, Cllr. Irene 
Ratcliffe and Cllr. Andrew Lewers, are 
objecting to the application.  The issue 
should be considered at the Southern 
Planning meeting  in the 2nd week of 
October.

Cllr. Ratcliffe reported back on the 
issue of cutting back hedges in the 
Dale.  The landowners of affected land 
need to be notified and they will be 
requested to cut back the overhanging 
trees as DDDC cannot cut back on 
private land.  The Dale has also 
been added to the programme for 
resurfacing.  Cllr. Ratcliffe will continue 
to look for opportunities to include 
Bonsall roads into the resurfacing 
programme. 

The Open Gardens group has 
contacted the Parish Council to see 
if there are any joint projects Bonsall 
Parish Council can work on with them.  
Cllr. Barry and The Clerk will progress 
this.

PARISH COUNCIL

GARETH BLOOD
CHIMNEY RE-LINING

STOVES FITTED

01629 825533

Bonsall Parish Council look forward to 
supporting the decoration of the village 
with lights again this year and have 
some money available to help pay 
for this. The aim is to have 4 trees up 
around the Village, if you are interested 
in getting involved with this, please 
contact The Clerk.

The next meeting will take place on 21 
October  at 7.30pm at the Village Hall, 
if you have anything you would like to 
raise with the Parish Council, please 
contact The Clerk.
Catherine Rawas
Clerk to Bonsall Parish Council



Answers to Crossword no. 54.
Across: 5. St Antony’s. 8. Brie. 9. Colleges. 10. Asters. 11. Exeter (cricketer 
without ‘crick’). 13. Unison. 15. Bumped. 16. Escalate. 18. Nude. 19. Worcester. 
Down: 1. St Peter’s. 2. Snicks. 3. Collie. 4. Lyre. 6. Brasenose. 7. Referenda. 12. 
Emmanuel. 14. Nuance. 15. Breast. 17. Avon.

CROSSWORD  No 55

Across:

5.  A 3 that’s turned quite sour! (9)
8.  A 3 to flatter Bambi? (4)
9.  A girl eats eggs first - one short of a 
dozen - leading to lack of appetite. (8)
10. A 3 found in juicer is edible. (6)
11. Short official holds on to story for 
comfort. (6)
13. Top spectre a 3. Shriek! (6)
15. The northern cockneys own first 
really new pub. (6)
16. Arrive about right time to capture 
thief.....(8)
18. ....who wants to do this - the devil! 
(4)
19. E-read a lot - rehashed and divided 
into smaller parts. (9)

Down:

1.  Barrier that turns pink? True! (8)
2.  Straight after four but before meal. 
(6)
3.  Distort detailed clue. With topless 
poor? Yes! (6)
4.  Without bounds, misled man, for 
example. (4)
6.  Replica breaks and is clasped by 
very soft device for holding things 
together. (9)
7.  Sack b..... Little Richard - it’ll keep 
the heat off! (9)
12. A 3 for the French seller. (8)
14. Three-strand? (6)
15. It goes back twice before a number 
three. (6)
17. A 3 found in apple crumble. (4)

Brain teaser
What is the collective noun for 
antelopes, spiders and mussels?

Answer to Brain teaser    A cluster

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL 
TEA ROOMS, OPEN DAILY 
FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH, 
HOT AND COLD DRINKS, 
CAKES ETC. MONTHLY 

THEME NIGHTS

 PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS

Comfortable B&B  
accomodation 
and holiday 
apartment

1 Yeoman Street, Bonsall,  
DE4 2AA Tel: 01629 824814 

www.thefountainbonsall.co.uk 
enquiries@thefountainbonsall.co.uk

EDITORIAL POLICY
We welcome news, views and letters on any topic provided they are attributed to an author. We review all items for obvious 
libellous or offensive material, but we cannot check for factual content. Please do not send letters which are “not for 
publication”. If you have strong feelings about what is or is not said in Mutterings, please either write to us or join the group 
of volunteers who enable the production of this village newsletter. Back issues of T’Owd Man’s Mutterings can be found on 
the Bonsall Village website - www.bonsallvillage.org . Please note that your articles will appear on the Mutterings section of 
the website and can be picked up by search engines.

ROBIN MAYCOCK FAMILY
BUTCHERS & BAKERS

FREE HOME DELIVERIES 
TO BONSALL EVERY FRIDAY 

MORNING.

Beef, Lamb, Pork, Free range Chicken.
10 varieties of sausage.

Meat pies, Ready Meals, Puddings, 
Cheese, Eggs Fruit & Veg 

& much much more.
OUTSIDE CATERING OUR 

SPECIALITY
Call 01629 534333 for a brochure

& product list or view our website at
www.robinmaycockbutchers.co.uk 
We also supply the Barley Mow Inn

with meat for their wonderful bar meal 
menu. 



CLASSIFIED ADS

Acupuncture
Acupressure

& Remedial
Massage

Acupuncture
Acupressure

& Remedial
Massage

Specialist treatment of
acute and chronic pain
including:

Sciatica
Backpain
Frozen shoulder
Migraine
Fybromyalgia
also irritable bowel, fatigue, 
depression, anxiety, asthma

Tel: 01629 580380
Mel Pickering MSc DipAc NTTA

Matlock Physiotherapy Centre, Edgefold Road

 

 

 

H. Strange & Son 

Electrical Engineers est. 1959 

The Fountain, The Dale, Bonsall 

 
• Domestic lighting and power systems 

• Night Storage Heating 

• Fire Alarm Systems 

• Emergency Lighting Systems 

• Telephone Extensions 

• Inspection Testing & Certification 

• Portable Appliance Testing 

• Emergency Callouts 

• Fault Finding & Rectification 

• Electric Underfloor Heating Systems 

• Minor Works & Repairs 

• Boiler & Central Heating Controls 

DCC Trusted Trader 

Free competitive quotations on all our 
services 

Tel:  01629 823241 

Email:  hstrangeandson@hotmail.co.uk 
Web:  www.hstrangeandson.co.uk 

 Editorial Group
Hazel Baldwin 824724

Keith Falconer 823406

Peter Fellows 825267

Karen Firth 823311

Julie Hamilton 824819

Charlotte Harris 0754 3066360

Tanya Ivanova 0785 6247235

Nina Langton 823736

Pam McInally 826306

Ricky & Jeanette Moss 826557

Please send us your news, views, 
stories and diary events by noon 
Monday 20 October 2014 to: 
Editorial Group, 19 High St. or by 
e-mail to: mutterings@hotmail.com

Window cleaning. Pure water reach 
and wash pole service for residential 
or commercial properties.  Ladder 
cleaning, gutter clearing house 
cleaning and car washing. Tel: 07531 
485806 or 07964 732719

Holiday Cottages. Chestnut Farm, 
Uppertown. Five cottages can 
accommodate between 2 and 10 
people. Phone Mike Nutting for details 
on 0779 9516128.

Ofsted Registered Childminder in 
Slaley now has vacancies on Mondays 
and Tuesdays all day and Friday 
mornings. Please call Emma on 01629 
820252 or email emmac75@hotmail.
co.uk for more information.

Picture Framing. Market Place, 
Wirksworth. Complete bespoke 
service, you name it we frame it, over 
100 different mouldings in stock, very 
competitively priced. Mon to Sat open 
10 to 5; closed on Weds. Tel 824994

Photography by Ian Daisley – family 
portraits, weddings, motorcycles, 
landscapes, tuition & private 
commissions. Tel. 07918 687624.
www.iandaisleyphotography.com 
www.probikeart.co.uk 
www.highstonegallery.co.uk

Boxed and classified adverts are regarded as commercial advertising and attract a fee. Please call Peter Fellows for 
information about rates and lineage.

Copy for commercial advertising must be with us by the tenth of the month before you wish the advert to be placed.
Items for sale and wanted are free to villagers and can be submitted to mutterings@hotmail.com or hand-written to 

19 High St.


