
Mutterings
T’Owd Man’s 

In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken to 
Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old Ball Eye mine 

at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering.
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Church Floodlighting
Dr John Grimes of North Carolina loved visiting Slaley and is fondly remembered 
by his friends during November. The 5th of the month brings birthday memories 
of Arthur Potter for Stephen, Trish and their family. Also through the lighting, Eric 
Gregory has thoughts of family, of parents, and brother Joe and sister Noleen, es-
pecially around the 19th. Brian Stone is lovingly remembered on  November 24th 
by Linda and Jane and their families. The lighting calls to mind Raymond Alan 
Hardy for Jean and her family around the 26th and all the family also remember 
Mum and Dad at this time. Louis Pearson has special thoughts of Lily, particu-
larly on the 28th of the month.
John Sewry

Wirksworth Team Ministry

Serving All Saints’ Alderwasley, 
St James’ Bonsall, All Saints’ 
Bradbourne, All Saints’ Elton, 

St James’ Brassington, 
St Margaret’s Carsington, Holy 

Trinity Kirk Ireton, St James’ 
Idridgehay, Holy Trinity Middleton 

and St Mary’s Wirksworth.

Contact: The Team Office, 
Parish Rooms, St. Mary’s Gate, 

Wirksworth, DE4 4DQ,  
Tel/Fax 01629 824707,  

email:teamoffice@
wirksworthteamministry.co.uk. 

www.wirksworthteamminisrtry.co.uk

November

St James
2    9.30am All Souls Memorial service
9    10.45am Remembrance Service
16  11.00am Toy Service
      (please bring an unwrapped toy)
23  8.30am Eucharist
30  9.30am Eucharist

Village Life Church
Sunday
10.30am Morning Worship
10.30am UNO Sunday School
6.00pm Prayer Meeting

Tuesday
7.00pm Craft Club

Wednesday
7.30pm House group

‘Call in for Coffee’ will be on Tuesday 
25 November 10am – 12.00pm. 
A warm welcome to everyone.

Wesleyan Reform Church
Sunday Services during November 
alternate between 2.30pm & 6.15pm 
commencing on Sunday 2 November 
at 6.15pm.

Thanks to all who supported the 
Harvest Supper, our Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service and the Harvest 
Sale which raised £195.

Friday 21 November 2.00 – 4.00pm 
Cuppa & Cake Afternoon

All are welcome to join with us.

Catholic Church Services

Our Lady and St. Teresa of Lisieux
Gorsey Bank, Wirksworth

Mass Sundays 9am, Holy Days 7pm
Service of Holy Communion every Wednesday morning at 10am

Contact Fr. Joseph Keogh  (01773 743336)

Our Lady and St. Joseph Church
Bank Rd, Matlock

Mass times Saturdays 6pm, Sundays 8.30am & 10.30am, Holy Days 
9.30am & 7pm, Daily Mass Mondays and Fridays 7pm. Tuesdays – 

Thursdays 9.30am. Sacrament of Reconciliation – Fridays 6.30–7pm, Saturdays 
10.30–11am, Adoration Thursdays and Fridays 7am–11pm

Contact Fr. Bernard Needham (582804)

There is a fortnightly newsletter listing ongoing events. On Sundays breakfast is 
available in the church hall after the 8.30 Mass and tea/coffee and biscuits after 

the 10.30 Mass. All are welcome.

The ‘season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness’ is drawing to a close, 
the nights are drawing in, the clocks 
have turned back and we look ahead to 
the Christmas season, which seems to 
get longer every year.

But first we have Remembrance Day, 
and this year with the commemoration of 
the outbreak of the First World War the 
services, two minute silence, and other 
ways of recalling the Armistice will take 
on a new poignancy. I’m sure I’m not the 
only one who has been moved by the art 
installation at the Tower of London where 
888,246 ceramic poppies planted in the 
Tower’s moat, each poppy representing 
a British military fatality during the war 
and called Blood Swept Lands and Seas 
of Red has been growing since the 4 
August. It’s a clear reminder of the cost of 
war, both beautiful and hauntingly sad.

But of course Remembrance Day is not 
just about the war of 100 years ago. 
Rather it reminds us of the daily loss and 
sacrifice made those who are caught up 
in war and terror either as soldiers sent by 
our government to fight for an end to terror 

or those who are living in those areas and 
daily facing the challenge of war.

Over Christmas we will hear again the 
reading 
“For a child will be born to us, a son will 
be given to us; 
And the government will rest on His 
shoulders; 
And His name will be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” 
(Isaiah 9:6).

This promise may seem hollow, but God 
has promised and calls us to pray for the 
peace of the world. To reflect on what 
part we can play in living at peace with 
one another and committing ourselves 
to prayer for all those caught up in the 
horror of war.

The First World War may not have 
been the war to end all wars after 
all, but still we can answer the call to 
pray – pray for peace and ‘If possible, 
so far as it depends on you, be at 
peace with all men.’ (Romans 12:18)
Janet Turville



 LETTERS

Mick Moor
Installations

Sycamore Cottage 
Puddle Hill, Bonsall, 
Tel: 01629 824376 

Mobile: 0797 4720991 
See the vast range 

of services offered by 
a small, private, local 

company: 

www.mickmoor.co.uk
Now updated with pages 

and pages of things 
for sale!

Never Too Old  
To Learn
At least that applies to me and my 
views of politics and politicians. 
We have recently had the Scottish 
independence vote and that has 
brought a new dimension to giving 
a voice to local people and I find this 
a refreshing process. Bonsall feels 
a long way from local debates that 
involve dialogue and trying to reach 
consensus. My current experience is 
of local politicians who will not engage 
with the people who elected them, 
preferring to hide behind political 
dogma and hidebound stereotype and 
prefer to use the 3 minute committee 
approach as a way of believing that 
democracy exists. Gone are the days 
when Di Moor an esteemed ex Parish 
Councillor, would go around villagers 
and call in for a cup of tea to gain an 
understanding of our views; Ron Addis 
a noticeable exception. So at the risk 
of again expressing a view that will 
be seen as hostile and aggressive 
(because I have a view and any 
comment made against officials is seen 
as attacking) I want to offer my support 
to any member of our community who 
feels able to represent us with a new 
style and can be consultative. At this 
point in my life I do not have the time 
to do this myself but would offer as 
much support as I could to anyone who 
wants to break a distasteful mould.
Trevor Williams

Hey Garry  
We Are Over Here!
I have just had sight of a letter from 
Garry Purdy to the Parish Council and 
felt obliged to try to help our elected 
representative. Firstly Garry we live 
in Upper Town not ‘Upperwood’ as 
you state in your letter. Secondly 
the opposition for the project came 
from all parts of Bonsall, not just 
Upper Town. Thirdly when we try to 
get our view heard people are not 
being ‘hostile’, they are just expressing 
an opinion. Thanks for representing 
us Garry, are you sure we are in your 
constituency? If anyone wants to view 
the letter please let me know.
Trevor Williams

I have not contributed to Muttering for a 
while…thank goodness I hear some cry, 
but I enjoy reading what other people 
have to say. I was particularly impressed 
by the articulate contributions last month 

from two young ladies regarding the 
Upper Town development. Anyone who 
is prepared to voice their opinions runs 
the risk of a backlash, but that is what 
a democracy is about. Some people 
in the world are not so lucky to have 
the opportunity. The planning applicant 
couldn’t fail in the application due to 
current policy regarding planning, as 
Garry Purdy explained in his letter last 
month. I personally think there are 
better sites in Bonsall to develop. It 
reminds me of when I was a teenager 
growing up in Hartington. The village 
is within the Peak District. The building 
of six starter homes was granted, 
with the condition that they were only 
available for young, local people to buy. 
So the properties were built with the 
Authority deciding who would be eligible 
to purchase. I didn’t qualify because I 
was single with no intention of marrying 
anyone at that point…I had yet to meet 
Hubby. I wonder if that restriction would 
hold any gravity now? The houses 
were duly built and are fully occupied 
now….but not by young families. Last 
time I heard a professional couple who 
had raised a family there, a senior 
gentleman and other occupants who 
live in the other properties which have 
had various owners since, but no young 
families. Will this be the case with these 
new dwellings in a few years? I find it 
ironic that planning has been granted 
on farmland adjacent to a farmhouse, 
that was originally a domestic dwelling, 
but which was granted use for holiday 
dwellings. It would have been better to 
have granted permission to convert the 
original dwelling to multiple occupancy. 
Local authorities have always been 
quick to pass plans for holiday use 
on disused buildings with clauses 
restricting their use for holiday lets, 
when these buildings could have been 
occupied by local families, and I thought 
I was visually challenged!
Samantha Bradley

Thanks
Thank you to everyone who supported 
my MacMillan coffee morning. The total 
raised was £429.46. Thank you again.
Norma Marshall 

Talking Cows?
May I thank Peter Hopkinson for 
bringing to the attention of the village 
“the problem of the talking cows” he’s 
allegedly recently experienced in 
The Dale. I am led to believe that, while 

on his visits to his favourite watering 
hole, the Barley Moo, Peter has been 
verbally harangued and grabbed by 
the bullocks. I Cart Wrightly udder-
stand why Peter is so shocked at the 
attitude of the cows in The Dale, when 
all they are doing is expressing a view 
of solidarity with their brethren in Upper 
Town, who are soon to be churned out 
and made homeless.
Things allegedly came to a head one 
Friesian cold night after Peter had 
forgotten his Jersey. As he returned 
home down The Dale, he was accosted 
by two or more heifer-weights that 
had steak-ed him out! “I never herd 
them coming” he said. After a heated 



Local milk from local farms
Early Morning Deliveries from

David Allsop’s Milk
Round

Fresh Milk
Organic Milk

Soya Milk
UHT Milk

Cream
Eggs

Fruit Juices
Milk and Eggs now also 
available 24/7 from the 
vending machine at Via 

Gellia Mill
To order call 01629 824795

LETTERS

Auto Engineering
18 Yeoman Street

Service and MOT
preparation

All makes of vehicle

Tel: 824537/822708
Fax: 01629 822708

 
 
 
 
 

The Play Mill 
 

Via Gellia Mills, Bonsall DE4 2AJ 
Telephone: 01629 824777 

www.playmill.co.uk 
 
 Climbing Frame 
 Sandpit 
 Sit and Ride Toys 
 Hot and Cold Food 
 
 Yoga Bugs, Mondays at 11am 
 Singing. 1st Wednesday in the month 1pm 
 Craft. Thursdays at 11am 
 Dinky Dancers Fridays at 11am 

 
+  

 
 
              

 

Indoor play for 1 - 8’s (or less than 4ft 8”) 
 

Birthday Parties from £7.95 per child 
Under 1yr 50p . 1-8yrs £4 for 2 hours 

Open 10am – 6pm, 6 days a week 
Fridays 10am-4pm 
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Kings Head

Sat 8 – Karaoke
Sat 22 – Karaoke
Sundays – Quiz Night

Barley Mow
Sat 1 8pm – Halloween Fancy Dress
Thu 6 8pm – Film Night
Fri 7 9pm – Music Club
Fri 14 9pm – Music Club
Fri 21 9pm – Music Club
Fri 28 9pm – Music Club

WHAT’S ON

exchange, where both parties traded 
their opposite joints of view, Peter 
became fillet or steak, and feeling 
bull-ied, s-creamed Galloway back 
home. Should more incidents occur to 
Barley Moo regulars, may I suggest that 
Colette could beef up the security in 
The Dale?
Jon Barry

All change  
at the Kings 
Head
Due to personal 
circumstances, 
it is with regret 
that I am leaving 
the Kings Head. 
I want to thank 
the village for your 
support over the last 
14 months. 
To keep your village pub it needs to be 
supported and frequently, as nobody 
wants another village pub to go by 
the wayside. Personally, I have tried to 
keep the Kings Head the centre of the 
community and enjoy the community 
spirit of the village pub! 
With the support of great staff, without 
whom I couldn’t have made it work, 
thank you to Lucy, Jack, Sarn, Jess, 
Sarah and Claire. 
I appreciate that I have not always 
got it right, but I want to see the Kings 
Head thrive in future and wish every 
success to Charlie and Kath, who will 
take over on November 10. They have 

loads of experience and I’m sure they 
will continue to make the Kings Head 
a great village pub. Please support 
them in their new venture serving great 
ales and good food in your local pub. 
I hope that you will all join me for 
the quiz on Sunday 9 November and 
make it a night to remember!

I hope to see the pub move forward 
and hope that Charlie and Kath 

have some happy years 
here. 

I will miss the pub but 
I hope I will be able to 
socialise with customers 
old and new and support 
the pub in its future 
success. It is a great pub 

for great people – and 
Bonsall people are great 

people. I feel very privileged 
to have been part of the village 

very the last 14 months. Thank you 
all for your support. I’ve made a lot of 
friends here but now it’s time for me to 
be on the other side of the bar!
Thank you everyone,
Michael

Xmas Greetings
Don’t forget to send your Christmas 
greetings to Mutterings by 
19 November. There is no charge for 
a greeting, just email it to  mutterings @
hotmail.com or give a handwritten 
greeting to one of the editors.
Editors
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Cromford Garage
MOT, Service and Repairs 

to all makes of vehicles
Now selling & repairing 

tyres
Book in on 01629 823043 

or 07885 879652

Bake Love

Bespoke Cakes
 Rising to the occasion

You Choose the theme
You Choose the style

You Choose the flavour

You Choose the date
For further information please contact Doro Maginnis
Telephone: 01629 820132
Address: 1 Church Street, Bonsall, DE4 2AE

www.facebook.com/bakelovebespokecakes

Anthony Gell School 
50 Years Of Comprehensive 
Education

To all friends of AGS in Bonsall.

Many of you will know that in 
2015 the school will celebrate fifty 
years since it was established as a 
community comprehensive school 
in 1965. Gell Friends will be holding 
a morning of memories, led by Barry 
Foster, for those involved at the 
changeover time as pupils or parents, 
on Saturday 24 January 2015, from 
10.00am to midday. 

We hope many of them will come 
and we ask you to spread the word 
by telling anyone who may be a 1965 
Gell original. Details from roy.pearce@
fsmail.net or 01629/822817.

Don’t forget the big one – Gell Day on 
Saturday 18 July 2015 when everyone, 
1965–2015, is invited to the school for 
the main celebration. Book the date 
now. Invite your friends and family and 
do come.
Roy Pearce

Standing in Line  
– A story of the Great War told in 
songs, readings and images by 
Lester Simpson, Nigel Corbett 
and Mike Bettison.

By the end of the Great War there 
were few in the country who remained 
unaffected by the troubles. Children 
grew up in the shadow of battle, their 
fathers either absent or lost. Mothers 
and wives were left wondering about 
the young men who never made it 
back from the trenches and those 
who did return were forever marred by 
the experience. 

To mark the 100th anniversary of 
the troubles we staged a production 
called ’Standing in Line’ – the story 
of WWI. Standing in Line was written 
by Lester Simpson whose great uncle 
Albert Scrimshaw died at Passendale 
leaving behind a widow Annie, who 
lived in Derbyshire until her death in 
the 1970′s. Simpson used a clever mix 
of music and poetry to reveal his great 
uncle’s story. The performance was 
described as a highly moving tribute, 
with excellent music and performances.

The next performance will be on 
7 November at Wirksworth Town Hall 
at 7.30pm.  Tickets are available from 

Traid Links in Wirksworth  
(01629 824393).
Claire Taylor

Christmas Fair

Bonsall Primary School will be having 
their Christmas Fair on Saturday 
29 November from 2pm – 4pm 
at Bonsall Village Hall. 

Join us there for gifts, games, food 
and fun and take the opportunity to get 
some early Christmas shopping done. 
More stalls are very welcome, just £5 
for a table. If you, or anyone you know, 
would like to sell food, crafts, cards or 
anything Christmassy, contact Jane on 
07531 646738 for further information.
Jane Falconer-White 
Bonsall Primary School PTFA

Die or Die – Cycling 
Wirksworth to Die

Grandparents Jacob and Pam 
Butler cycled to Die, supporting their 
grandson Laurie and Wilf Turner in their 
epic journey for Amnesty International 
between the two towns“.

17 mph – you won’t be able to keep 
that up,” said Barry as we arrived, 
panting, in Derby.

He was right, we didn’t keep up that 
pace but we did arrive in Die 936 miles 
and 19 days later. Wirksworth Twinning 
Association, family and friends gave us 
a terrific send-off from the Market Place 
one grey Sunday morning on 21 July. 
A bicycle cavalcade escorted us to 
the town boundary, while Barry came 
with us to Derby and Rose, my step-
daughter, cycled the first two days with 
us as far as Oxford.

When Jacob’s 15-year old grandson 
Laurie announced that he and friends 
would be cycling between the twin 
towns to raise money for Amnesty 
International the whole family thought 
it was a great idea and offered to 
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High quality local builders.
Architect approved.

Fully qualified.
30 years experience.

If it is a new build, extension,
restoration or repair .

Contact RICHARD WEBSTER
on 01629 824724

Mob 07812 348283

help in any way we could. As keen 
cycle tourists, Jacob and I, one set of 
grandparents, helped out with route 
planning and kit list. As the summer 
holidays approached and it became 
clear that this wasn’t just a teenage 
whim and that Laurie and Wilf would 
really be cycling from Wirksworth to Die, 
the grandparent support team became 
a little anxious: were we still up to it at 
the advanced ages of 69 and 63?

“We’ll come with you as far as Caen, 
see how we’re going,” we said. “Maybe 
we’ll potter around the Normandy 
coast.” The four days we spent in 
blazing sunshine cycling with the boys 
to the ferry were a mixture of beautiful 
rural landscape and hard slog. “Why 
am I pedalling along the A340 dual 
carriageway at 10mph?” I wondered 
as lorries roared past. But then there 
was the Kennet & Avon Canal towpath, 
smooth rolling roads between fields 
of wheat near Goring with up to 7 red 
kites wheeling overhead. It was great 
meeting up with the lads a couple of 
times on campsites.

Arriving at Pegasus Bridge, just 
outside Caen, where the allied armies 
first landed during the liberation of 
France we said to the boys, “Right, 
off you go. Good luck.” Off they sped 
on their strong young legs, free of 
parental and grandparental oversight. 
Tired by five days cycling and the 
night on the ferry’s reclining seats, 
we pedalled a respectable 61 km and 
booked ourselves for 2 nights onto the 
Municipal Campsite at Livarot, centre 
of Normandy cheese making. 

The boys texted they’d done 120 km 
while we’d lounged around eating, 
dozing and washing clothes. We 
decided we might as well pedal on in 
the direction of Die. We caught up with 
the boys after they’d had a rest day at 
a friends’ house. When we joined them 
they had a barbeque all ready for us.

Next day we set off together, soon 
separating into 2 teams. However, we 
kept on bumping into each other. Their 
fluo yellow ‘Die or Die’ t-shirts would 
appear in view, or else we would be 
sitting in middle-aged idleness enjoying 
a coffee or a beer when who should 
come pedalling past? It was surprising 
the ease with which we settled into 
a pleasant routine, often sharing the 
same campsite, sometimes pedalling 
as a foursome, sometimes in twos, 
mostly buying and cooking our own 
food but sharing snacks and sweets. 
It was great to meet up at campsites 
and hear each other’s adventures.

As we approached Die, the limestone 
massif of the Vercors reared up 
spectacularly in front of us. Should 
we climb into the mountains or take 
the flatter road along the valley? Texts 
relayed the advice that local cyclists 
judged the mountain route difficult. 
“Pas très difficile,” warned the kind 
people at the campsite, “trop difficile,” 
holding up their hands vertically to 
indicate the steepness of the road. 
“Il n’y rien que la nature! Mais je vous 
donne un morceau de pain,” and bless 
them, they gave us bread, a whole 
pain d’epices and a jar of homemade 
orange preserve. All of which were 

hugely enjoyed on our long climb into 
the Vercors.

The day was long and hard. The 
landscape was forested and beautiful 
with glimpses of the valley through 
the trees. We took mini-breaks on the 
verges picking the wild strawberries 
which grew profusely.

Young legs proved stronger than old 
ones however and when, around 5 pm, 
we spotted a campsite at Auberge 
de Lente, Jacob and I were happy to 
collapse with a cold beer leaving Laurie 
and Wilf to carry on. They reached Die 
that evening while we followed next 
day, arriving at lunchtime, just after 
the other Wirksworth cycling team of 
Rob Gill and Chris.

At Die we met family and friends from 
Wirksworth and Bonsall and were 
so touched by the warm welcome 
and hospitality of everyone we met 
in the town. We especially enjoyed 
the parties and the reception at the 
Mairie where we all received tricolour 
rosettes, kisses on the cheeks and 
were presented with a glorious 
illustrated book of the history of the 
Tour de France for Wirksworth Library. 
But for us, the best thing of all was 
sharing such a wonderful adventure 
with Laurie and Wilf. Both boys were 
funny, good humoured, generous and 
fun to be with.

We plan to visit Die again, but this 
time with a bigger tent, more than one 
change of clothes and the car as well 
as our bikes!
Pam Butler



VILLAGE  NOTICEBOARD

01629 825685

kf
accounting services

 

  

 
 

 

More Damage Caused 
By Off-Road Vehicles
Once again, 4x4s have damaged 
walls along the narrow Moor Lane 
beyond Brumlea Farm in September. 
Mutterings last reported on this in 
June 2008, but there have been 
many other instances since then. 
As before, sections of the walls on 
both sides of the lane were brought 
down and there were tyre marks 
two feet high on walls that remained 
standing. Because of the damage, 
cattle were free to escape and it will 
not be possible to keep livestock in 
the fields until they are repaired. Not 
only are these drivers causing criminal 
damage that landowners have to 
pay to get repaired, but they are also 
a hazard to horse riders, walkers and 
their dogs. Previously vehicles have 
been found to have travelled from 
Northamptonshire and Staffordshire, 
with none local to Derbyshire, but the 
most that police have done is issue 
a warning to the few offending drivers 
that were identified. In 2008, it was 
suggested at an Open Parish meeting 

that the Parish Council take the lead 
to find a way to address the problem, 
but the PC was reluctant to do this 
and instead suggested a village action 
group, perhaps coming under the remit 
of the Safer Neighbourhood Team. 
Since then nothing seems to have 
been done.

Although it is not directly applicable 
to problems on Moor Lane, the pressure 
group, 38 Degrees, has started a 
campaign to stop Derbyshire County 
Council from upgrading footpaths to 
let 4x4s and motorbikes use them. 
The petition states in part: ‘Off-road 
enthusiasts have learned that if 
a footpath has ever been used by 

a horse and cart since the early 1800s 
they can apply to have the use changed 
from a footpath to a Restricted Byway 
(that allows access for mountain bikes, 
horse riders and ‘occasional’ vehicular 
access) or a Byway Open to All Traffic 
(BOAT)*. There is no meaningful 
policing of these routes as the police 
do not view such transgressions as 
a priority. The authorities have no 
power to overrule these decisions. 
Neither environmental impact nor local 
opposition are taken into consideration 
on decisions to redefine footpaths 
because the authorities are simply 
complying with the letter of the law. 
At the very least, any national park 



the idea of developing an ‘app’ version 
so that we could make pictures, 
music or audio clips available at each 
‘station’! 

We hope that the trail and the first 
booklet will be ready in November to 
coincide with Remembrance Sunday. 

So, please, pop in to St James’ and 
the churchyard – pick up a trail map, 
take a booklet of readings and ‘wander 
and ponder’! 
Phil Heasman 
(St James’ PCC and the WWI 
Commemoration Project Group) 
Tel. 821816

Community Defibrillator
Defibrillator – could we save lives? After 
a cardiac arrest every minute counts – 
each minute that passes reduces 
your chance of survival by 10% while 
waiting for an ambulance. Defibrillators 
are simple and safe – the machine 
gives clear instructions and you don’t 
necessarily need training (though we 
would be looking for a core of volunteers 
to be trained) to save a life.

Anyone willing to contribute – business 
or individual – or volunteer – please 
contact Anne at The Fountain, 
enquiries@thefountainbonsall.co.uk 
or 01629 824814 / 07876 506595. 
We hope we can raise enough for 

‘Wander and 
Ponder’ Trail 

Coming soon to a church and 
churchyard near you… a new feature 
for visitors to St James’ Church and 
Churchyard, whether you live in 
the village or are just enjoying a trip to 
Bonsall: a ‘Wander and Ponder’ Trail.

Drawing on the idea of ‘pilgrimage’ and 
to provide a chance to take a while just 
to stop and think – fourteen ‘stations’ 
or stopping places will be signposted 
(six in the church, one in the porch, 
seven in the churchyard). From inside 
the Church you can pick up a booklet 
of fourteen readings chosen carefully to 
encourage you to ‘ponder’, reflect and 
perhaps be challenged and inspired – 
whether you are of any faith or none.

The first theme for the trail has 
been planned to fit with the WWI 
commemorative activities and events 
in the village – fourteen readings and 
poems that link to the war.

From time to time (perhaps two or 
three times a year) a new theme will be 
chosen (for example: Spring, nature, 
poems and readings for children, 
the wider world etc.) and a new booklet 
produced for visitors to take and 
read at each of the same ‘stations’ or 
stopping points. We are also exploring 

should have special provisions to 
overrule decisions which will affect these 
areas. (Go to https://you.38degrees.org.
uk and search for ‘off-road’).
* 231 applications have been made in 
Derbyshire.

Editors

100 Years Ago
In November a concert by the boys and 
girls in the school raised £8 5s (£8.25) 
and Mr. A.W. Moody, the headmaster, 
held a Lantern Show of the War in 
the church schoolroom, raising 15s. 
(75p) for the Belgian refugees fund. 
A house was donated rent-free by 
Mr. F. Brown and fitted out with donated 
furniture and bedding to accommodate 
a family of refugees. 

The first casualty did not occur until 
1 November when news came that 
William Henry Gregory, stoker 1st class 
on HMS Monmouth, had been killed 
at the Battle of Coronel off the Chilean 
coast in the South Pacific when his 
ship was sunk with no survivors by 
the German cruiser Nurnberg, which 
was in turn sunk by a British fleet at 
the Battle of the Falkland Isles five 
weeks later. His picture appeared in 
the High Peak News of 20 November 
1914. He was 23 and his family had 
lived for a while at Church Stile and he 
attended Bonsall Boys School and then 
joined the Royal Navy before the start 
of the war. He left behind his telescope 
while visiting friends in Bonsall in what 
turned out to be his last home leave 
from the navy.

Shortly after William’s death, it was 
reported that George William Bateman, 
aged 20, had also died. He had been 
a regular in the 1st Battalion Grenadier 
Guards since before the war. This 
battalion halted the German advance 
in the race for the sea between 
31 October and 5 November at the 
cost of 58,000 British casualties in the 
first battle of Ypres. George Bateman 
was among these having died of his 
wounds at Ypres field hospital on 
12 November. A memorial service was 
held on 28 November. His parents 
were Joseph, a lead miner from 
Winster, and Annie Grace, who had 
worked as a cotton spinner, living in 
Upper Town with Annie’s father William 
Charlesworth. These deaths probably 
reinforced the feeling that the war 
would not “be all over by Christmas”.
Peter Greaves

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

Fun & Free Christmas  
Craft Sessions
Come and join a Christmas Craft session. 
Be creative with glitter, glue, fabric, card 
or whatever else is on hand, recycling and 
re-using what we can. A sewing machine, 
glue gun and selection of materials will be 
available, but do bring any old cards, scraps 
of fabric or other bits and pieces you have 
lying around, for cards, decorations, bunting... 
Let’s see what we can create! We will have 
a few suggestions to inspire you, or you can 
bring your own ideas. 

Children will be very welcome accompanied 
by an adult. Sessions will be in the Rectory 
Room on Saturday 15 November, 10am to 
12.30pm and Wednesday 19 November, 
7pm to 9pm. Space is limited so if you would 
like to come, please phone Marion on 821816 
or Jeanette on 826557 to let us know you’re 
coming or ask any questions. Needless to 
say the kettle will be on!
Marion & Jeanette
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a community defibrillator.

Thanks for your support 
Anne and Ade

Mothers Union
The next meeting of MU will be 
the AGM to be held at the home of Gill 
and Ken Edgar on Church Street at 
7.45pm on Wednesday 12 November.  
Also on that day there will be soup 
and surprise in the village hall at 1pm. 
Everyone welcome.

An advance notice is a Dale Diva 
Concert to be held in church next April. 
The proceeds will be shared between 
Rachel and Rita’s school fees fund and 
Safe and Sound in Derby.
Di Moor

Cold Caller Alert

I thought the village ought to be 
informed about a misleading offer 
being made by a Derby company – 
they phoned me so they might be 
phoning other people in Bonsall too. 
I got a call on October 20, offering 
a service for a Dyson vacuum cleaner. 
I asked if he was calling from Dyson 

and he said “yes”. As it happens ours 
is broken so I asked for a price for 
servicing it (£14.99) and the spare part 
needed (£19.99). The price seemed 
low as I know that Dyson offer a full 
service with all spare parts included for 
£80 and we had a whole conversation 
about that and the caller claimed it was 
a Dyson special offer. I asked again, 
‘are you and the engineers employed 
by Dyson or calling from a call centre?’ 
“yes we are employed by Dyson”. We 
arranged a date for the service and 
I asked again if the engineer who came 
round would be a Dyson employee 
“yes and carrying identification”. 
The caller left his name (Tom) and said 
that it would be either Gary or Jonathan 
who came round and that I should 
phone 01332 638 579 if I needed to 
change the appointment.
After the call ended I looked at Dyson’s 
website to check for this special offer – 
not there – but there was a warning 
about fake calls and so-called service 
visits which result in broken vacuums 
and big bills. I emailed Dyson who 
confirmed that “The person who called 
you was not employed by, or working 
on behalf of, Dyson Limited – it is likely 
that they were cold calling at random. 
Some companies call on the off chance 

that the person who 
picks up the phone is 
a Dyson owner, as a 
very high percentage 
of households 
now own a Dyson 
vacuum cleaner. 
We never ‘cold call’ 
customers in this 
way or pass on any 
information from 
our databases.” I 
looked up the phone 
number I had been 
given and it belongs 
to a company called 
TDM Midlands Ltd 
who offer, on their 
website, a Dyson 
service for £14.99. 
Bingo! At this point I 
felt a bit like Poirot, 
but I don’t like 
being lied to! The 
advice seems to be 
to contact Trading 
Standards on their 
helpline 0345 04 05 
06 Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 5.00pm 
(good luck – I never 

got through) or a Dyson advisor on 
0800 298 0298 between 8am – 8pm 
Monday to Friday and 8am – 6pm at 
the weekend. Will be interesting to 
see who turns up for the appointment 
and whether I am wearing a wire like 
something out of Spooks!
Lynn Day

Turn The Railings Red!

Not with paint, with poppies! 
The challenge is on for Bonsall to 
raise funds for the British Legion by 
attaching your poppy to the railings 
at the Fountain and making a donation 
to this worthy cause. Bring along your 
own poppy in Remembrance and make 
a donation or buy one in the Tearooms 
until 11 November. How red can the 
railings be?

Thanks for your support 
Anne and Ade

Kick off Christmas and 
have a go at Bell Ringing 
Monday 1 December 7.30pm at 
St James Church Bonsall

You are invited to enjoy mince pies, 
sip a glass of sherry and have a go at 
Campanology – Bell Ringing to you 
and I!

Things you need to know about Bell 
Ringing:
1. It’s fascinating, with a unique mix of 

physical effort (though not too much) 
and mental agility.

2. It’s important, be part of ringing 
for special occasions, weddings, 
celebrations and church services.

3. It’s sociable, we enjoy a drink and 
put the world to rights in the pub 
afterwards, and you can visit other 
towers all over the country.

4. It’s open to all ages, the youngest 
being about 10 or 11.

5. It’s open to all comers, you don’t 
need to be a church goer to come 
along.

It’s the opportunity you’ve all been 
waiting for and we look forward to 
welcoming you.
Caroline Kirkham, on behalf of 
the Bonsall Bellringers
Contact 01629 823762 or  
07708 488642 
http://www.townheadfarmhouse.co.uk

The Play Mill
Via Gellia Mills, Bonsall DE4 2AJ

             Telephone: 01629 824777

TIME TO THINK
ABOUT

CHRISTMAS
COME AND FIND A GIFT

ON

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 21st

11am-4pm

USBORNE BOOKS           PHOENIX CARDS

                   

        Cakes              netty’s  gifts               

SILVER JEWELLERY            CANDLES

              

                Anita’s  goodies



Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or requests 
of the Parish Council, they should 
ideally be raised in Public Participation 
section of the monthly meeting. If 
however there is an urgent matter, 
while individual councillors will try 
to assist, a direct response is better 
achieved by contacting the Clerk to 
the Parish Council directly:
Chair: Cllr Dorothy Lane,  
55 High Street, T: 824941
Vice-Chair: Cllr Denise Pountain, 
6 High Street, Bonsall, T: 822708
Councillors:
Cllr Terry Henderson, 17 High Street, 
Bonsall, T: 825782
Cllr Veronica Addis, Dale House, 
The Dale T: 826309
Cllr Colette Dewhurst, The Barley 
Mow, The Dale, Bonsall. T 825685
Responsible Finance Officer  
Tony Payne, 27 High Street.T: 822311
Clerk: 
Catherine Rawas, Brocliffe Cottage, 
Uppertown, Bonsall DE4 2AW  
T: 820947. M: 07964 053129  
e-mail: bonsallclerk@googlemail.com

District Councillors
Bob Cartwright, tel: 822702, bob.
cartwright@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Garry Purdy Tel: 823636, garry.
purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillor
Irene Ratcliffe, tel: 823023, irene.
ratcliffe@derbyshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Patrick McLoughlin, Derbys Dales 
consituency, tel: 020 7219 3511, House 
of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA, 
email: patrick.mcloughlin.mp@
parliament.uk

MEPs
The 6 East Midlands MEPs can be 
contacted on 020 7219 3000 or at: 
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

The Kings head
Your village pub 

 Offers you a warm welcome, with 
real ales & real food for real people. 

Traditional Bateman’s ales with weekly 
guest ale. **NEW POOL ROOM**
Home-cooked traditional food served 
Tues - Sat 6.00 - 8.30pm. Sat lunch 
12 - 2pm; Sun lunch 12 - 2.30pm.

Lite lunch menu soon available
Pie Nite on Wednesdays
Steak Nite on Thursdays

Opening times: 
Mon: from 7.30pm.

Tues–Fri: 5.30pm–12am. 
Sat: 12-3pm and 5.30pm-12am. 
Karaoke 2nd and last Saturdays.
Sun: 12–3pm and 7.30pm–12am. 

Quiz night every Sunday. 
Phone Michael on 822703

PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council Meeting

The October meeting of Bonsall 
Parish Council took place on Tuesday 
21 October at 7.30 at Bonsall Village Hall. 
The main issue on the agenda was 
the damage to the walls on Moor Lane 
caused by 4x4’s.
Mrs Wells reported to the meeting that this 
was the second time significant damage 
had been done to her walls. In 2008 they 
were repaired at considerable cost. During 
her investigations to see what help would 
be available under the traffic regulations 
for the BOAT (Byway Open to All Traffic) 
she became aware that the BOAT would 
not be confirmed until the end of the year, 
so no legislation is applicable as yet. Mrs 
Wells had attended the meeting to inform 
the Parish Council of the position and 
request their support in writing to Peter 
Jackson of Derbyshire County Council to 
oppose the implementation of the BOAT 
due to the serious damage caused by 
the way the vehicles use the lane which is 
not wide enough to accommodate them. 
Councillors confirmed they would write 
a letter of support and any updates will 
be reported in future issues of Mutterings 
as well as at Parish Council meetings.
Cllr Lane drew attention to the work 
undertake by Peter Spencer in cutting 
back The Dale, this area has been 
a problem for some considerable time and 
although it should be done by the County 
Council it has not been done satisfactorily 
for a couple of years. Peter had put 
significant time into the job over the last 
month and was thanked for his efforts.
Rick Jones has provisionally volunteered 
to become the nominated ‘Snow Warden’ 

for Bonsall and thanks are due as we will 
receive up to an additional 1 tonne of 
free road salt in return – more details will 
be included next month on the job and 
how we can all help Rick.
As part of the WW1 commemoration work, 
Cllr Addis suggested a Harvest home 
meal, working with the Village Lunch 
Club, Allotments group, Horticultural 
Show and the Church. These details have 
been passed to the WW! Working group.
As not all members of the Parish Council 
were present Councillors voted to defer 
the item about Bonsall Parish Council 
comments on the Chestnut Farm 
Development until a future meeting.
Christmas trees are to be bought for the top 
of The Dale (Cllr Addis to co-ordinate 
putting up and decoration), Uppertown (Cllr 
Harris and The Clerk to coordinate putting 
up and decoration) The Cross and Nether 
Green. We still need volunteers to put up 
and decorate the trees at The Cross and 
Nether Green, please contact The Clerk.
The next meeting of Bonsall Parish 
Council will take place on Tuesday 
18 November at 7.30 at Bonsall Village 
Hall. Members of the public are welcome 
to attend and if you have an issue you 
would like Parish councillors to discuss, 
or an idea for the village, please contact 
The Clerk.

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL 
TEA ROOMS, OPEN DAILY 
FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH, 
HOT AND COLD DRINKS, 
CAKES ETC. MONTHLY 

THEME NIGHTS

 PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS

Comfortable B&B  
accomodation 
and holiday 
apartment

1 Yeoman Street, Bonsall,  
DE4 2AA Tel: 01629 824814 

www.thefountainbonsall.co.uk 
enquiries@thefountainbonsall.co.uk

ROBIN MAYCOCK FAMILY
BUTCHERS & BAKERS

FREE HOME DELIVERIES 
TO BONSALL EVERY FRIDAY 

MORNING.

Beef, Lamb, Pork, Free range Chicken.
10 varieties of sausage.

Meat pies, Ready Meals, Puddings, 
Cheese, Eggs Fruit & Veg 

& much much more.
OUTSIDE CATERING OUR 

SPECIALITY
Call 01629 534333 for a brochure

& product list or view our website at
www.robinmaycockbutchers.co.uk 
We also supply the Barley Mow Inn

with meat for their wonderful bar meal 
menu. 



Answers to Crossword no. 55.
Across: 5. Turquoise. 8. Fawn. 9. Anorexia. 10. Cerise. 11. Relief. 13. Scream. 
15. Tavern (‘t = northern ‘the’. ‘ave = cockney ‘have’). 16. River-rat. 18. Nick. 19. 
Areolated. 
Down: 1. Turnpike. 2. Square (four-square, square-meal). 3. Colour (detailed clue 
= minus tail, or last letter). 4. Isle (IOM). 6. Paperclip. 7. Firebrick. 12. Lavender. 
14. Maroon. 15. Titian. 17. Ecru.

CROSSWORD  No 56

Across:
5. Act about fourth estate for 8. (9)
8. Dirty colour? (4)
9. Girl conceals identity.  Information 
technology leads to clarity. (8)
10. 8. Citroen crashes, losing rear end. 
(6)
11. Hit – by small lorry? (6)
13. Sounds as though tart and minger 
get wild beast! (6)
15. 8 – found in tabasco balti. (6)
16. 8. Mug-shoot recorded. (8)
18. 8. Attempt to entrap love. (4)
19. Skinflint can be 8! (9)

Down:
1. 8. Five hundred thrown out. (8)
2. In Afro, lice jump about! (6)
3. Sounds like Nancy’s Bill mentally 
intimidates. (6)
4. 8. Found reversing in red wellies! (4)
6. Clear around outside of sports hall 
with new type of cloth. (9)
7. Pedants trick less horribly. (9)
12. Concerning courage – preserve 
again. (8)
14. Won first gold award in national 
equestrian display. (6)
15. Emperor orders woman to be 
captured, by the sounds of it. (6)
17. Parking on the edge – definitely not 
8! (4)

Brain teaser
What is the collective noun for 
a group of flies, gnats or tadpoles?

Answer to Brain teaser: A cloud    

EDITORIAL POLICY
We welcome news, views and letters on any topic 
provided they are attributed to an author. We review 
all items for obvious libellous or offensive material, but 
we cannot check for factual content. Please do not 
send letters which are “not for publication”. If you have 
strong feelings about what is or is not said in Mutterings, 
please either write to us or join the group of volunteers 
who enable the production of this village newsletter. 
Back issues of T’Owd Man’s Mutterings can be found 
on the Bonsall Village website - www.bonsallvillage.
org . Please note that your articles will appear on the 
Mutterings section of the website and can be picked up 
by search engines.

GARETH BLOOD
CHIMNEY RE-LINING

STOVES FITTED

01629 825533



CLASSIFIED ADS

Acupuncture
Acupressure

& Remedial
Massage

Acupuncture
Acupressure

& Remedial
Massage

Specialist treatment of
acute and chronic pain
including:

Sciatica
Backpain
Frozen shoulder
Migraine
Fybromyalgia
also irritable bowel, fatigue, 
depression, anxiety, asthma

Tel: 01629 580380
Mel Pickering MSc DipAc NTTA

Matlock Physiotherapy Centre, Edgefold Road

 

 

 

H. Strange & Son 

Electrical Engineers est. 1959 

The Fountain, The Dale, Bonsall 

 
• Domestic lighting and power systems 

• Night Storage Heating 

• Fire Alarm Systems 

• Emergency Lighting Systems 

• Telephone Extensions 

• Inspection Testing & Certification 

• Portable Appliance Testing 

• Emergency Callouts 

• Fault Finding & Rectification 

• Electric Underfloor Heating Systems 

• Minor Works & Repairs 

• Boiler & Central Heating Controls 

DCC Trusted Trader 

Free competitive quotations on all our 
services 

Tel:  01629 823241 

Email:  hstrangeandson@hotmail.co.uk 
Web:  www.hstrangeandson.co.uk 

 Editorial Group
Hazel Baldwin 824724

Keith Falconer 823406

Peter Fellows 825267

Karen Firth 823311

Julie Hamilton 824819

Charlotte Harris 0754 3066360

Tanya Ivanova 0785 6247235

Nina Langton 823736

Pam McInally 826306

Ricky & Jeanette Moss 826557

Please send us your news, views, 
stories and diary events by noon 
Wednesday 19 November 2014 
to: Editorial Group, 19 High St. or by 
e-mail to: mutterings@hotmail.com

Window cleaning. Pure water reach 
and wash pole service for residential 
or commercial properties.  Ladder 
cleaning, gutter clearing house 
cleaning and car washing. Tel: 07531 
485806 or 07964 732719

Holiday Cottages. Chestnut Farm, 
Uppertown. Five cottages can 
accommodate between 2 and 10 
people. Phone Mike Nutting for details 
on 0779 9516128.

Ofsted Registered Childminder in 
Slaley now has vacancies on Mondays 
and Tuesdays all day and Friday 
mornings. Please call Emma on 01629 
820252 or email emmac75@hotmail.
co.uk for more information.

Picture Framing. Market Place, 
Wirksworth. Complete bespoke 
service, you name it we frame it, over 
100 different mouldings in stock, very 
competitively priced. Mon to Sat open 
10 to 5; closed on Weds. Tel 824994

Photography by Ian Daisley – family 
portraits, weddings, motorcycles, 
landscapes, tuition & private 
commissions. Tel. 07918 687624.
www.iandaisleyphotography.com 
www.probikeart.co.uk 
www.highstonegallery.co.uk

Boxed and classified adverts are regarded as commercial advertising and attract a fee. Please call Peter Fellows for 
information about rates and lineage.

Copy for commercial advertising must be with us by the tenth of the month before you wish the advert to be placed.
Items for sale and wanted are free to villagers and can be submitted to mutterings@hotmail.com or hand-written to 

19 High St.

    Brookside Business Services 
    T: 07765 809580   
    E: bbs.bonsall@gmail.com 
        
  Let us take the admin hassle out of your business. 
  We provide a wide range of business services from  
  bookkeeping to credit control for just a small monthly 
  fee.      
  Our core services are:     
  Bookkeeping  Payroll    
  VAT returns Invoicing and credit control 
        
  CALL US TO DISCUSS HOW WE CAN HELP YOU 

 


