
Minutes of the Annual Bonsall Parish Meeting held on 18
th

 May 2021 from 7.00pm to 7.30pm 

 

 

  
Clerk: Tony Payne 27 High St Bonsall DE4 2AS Telephone: 01629 822311 email: bonsallclerk@gmail.com 

 

Present 
Parish Councillors Addis Barry Grover and J. Smith, and District/County Councillor Dermot Murphy. 

1. Minutes of the last meeting: the minutes of the meeting of 21 May 2019 were approved. 

2. Report from the Chair of the Bonsall Parish Council for 2020-21 
 
The last 12 months have been another busy year for Bonsall Parish Council (BPC). There have been several 
significant developments that have been completed and a number that we are still very much ongoing. 
Overall, I believe we have made further significant improvements and I would like to thank all Councillors and 
staff as well as the many Bonsall residents who have supported us during this very difficult year. We have all 
had to make very significant changes to the way we live and work and I would like to thank everyone who 
continued to meet and work virtually via the Zoom meetings. I would particularly like to recognise our RFO 
and Clerk Tony Payne for his ongoing professionalism and commitment during the year. I would also to 
convey huge thanks as well to Peter Spencer, Leigh Johnson, Mick Biggin and Becky Allsopp for their 
continued hard work in supporting the village.  
 
In no particular order, I would like to highlight the following key developments over the last 12 months: 
 

 Coronavirus  
o We continued to meet virtually for most of the last year due to the global pandemic. A village 

Covid-19 Community Support group has been in place for most of the year. BPC recorded 
their thanks to Rachael Richardson and the street co-ordinators and volunteers for supporting 
those in need in the village. Many thanks again. 

 

 Park Update  
o The transfer of responsibility for management of the park to BPC was completed on the 19th of 

March 2020. Transfer back to DDDC of the play area by sublease was also completed the 
same day. 

o  Various ground repairs and reseeding of the football pitch were completed during the year. 
Football nets were to be replaced as well as addition goal post sockets being purchased. 
There have been several incidents of vandalism on the park, including damage to benches, 
fencing, walls and electricity meter box. The policed have been informed and have visited site. 

o It was approved by BPC to purchase a large storage container for siting on the right-hand side 
of the vehicle park.  

 

 Slinter Quarry  
o There have been continued complaints from many residents regards noise and dust during the 

operation of the quarry. There is still no clarity as to when a site visit will take place or when 
the planning application is being presented to DCC. 

 

  Churchyard 
o A proposal has been approved to create an area for internment of ashes along the length of 

the wall between the current BPC cemetery and the school grounds. The site in the closed 
churchyard can no longer be used for internment of ashes. 

 

 White Low Moor Motor-cross site 
o There were continued complaints from villagers made to Parish Councillors during the year 

regards noise, traffic and dust emanating from the site. In May 2020 the PDNPA issued 
enforcement action to cease the use of the land by the motor-cross operators. The motor-
cross operators have subsequently appealed this enforcement and the matter is ongoing. A 
Bonsall Motor-cross Action Group was formed by a number of village representatives to co-
ordinate the actions and communications to cease the site from operating. In January of this 
year the DDDC issued a noise abatement notice on the site. 

 

 Public Toilets 
o  It was agreed to upgrade and install new facilities in the village public toilets. There are still 
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ongoing repairs to be made to improve the doors of the toilets. 
 

 Flood Warden update 
o There was further flooding of the village in February 2020. The flood warden group have met 

several times during the year (July 2020, August 2020 and February 2021). The meetings 
were to update the DCC Environmental and Flood teams with the details. DCC have carried 
out several inspections and have submitted flood reports and action  
plans to the flood warden group and villagers who have been impacted. Remedial works are 
currently ongoing with further improvements scheduled in the next few weeks. Numerous flood 
sacks were distributed that were both donated by DCC and those purchased by BPC. 

 

 Community Recognition Scheme 
o Ten nominations were considered during the year and approved under the scheme for 

contributions to the community.  
 

 The report was received with thanks by the meeting.  

 
3. . Report from the Finance officer of Bonsall Parish Council Income and Expenditure 2020/21 and 
Precept: (see accounts at end of minutes appendix 1) 
 
Precept: the Vice-Chair reported that the precept for 2020/21 remained unchanged at £18,500 from the 
previous year in accordance with the agreed budget. 

4. It was agreed that the Parish Council should consider at a future meeting using available funds to assist 
with initiatives such as the village sign.  

 
5. To Consider any other Parish Matter that may be brought forward by the Council or local 
government electors: none. 

 
 

 Signed ……………………………………………  
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