Bonsall Parish Council
Minutes of the Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15th December 2020 at 7.30pm by
remote video and audio link
Chair of the Council: Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk: Tony Payne 27 High St Bonsall DE4 2AS; telephone: 01629 822311 email: bonsallclerk@gmail.com
Minute
No
15/12/1

Item
Present:
Cllrs Barry Grover Harris J. Smith and S. Smith, County Cllr Ratcliffe, District Cllr Purdy, Mr T
Payne (Clerk/RFO). One member of the public.

15/12/2

Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Addis Pountain and District Cllr Pawley; it was agreed to
formally accept the apology from Cllr Pountain on account of difficulties attending remote
meetings.

17/11/3

Variation to the Order of Business: None.

15/12/4

Declaration of Interests: Cllr Grover declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 15/12/8 (a)
(Slinter Top Quarry) on the basis that recent noise levels he had experienced meant that he
had an interest in the issue as a resident as well as a Councillor, but that he was able to speak
but not vote on the issue in order to represent the views of residents that had been passed on
to him.

15/12/5

Public Speaking:
Condition of trees on Via Gellia: County Cllr Ratcliffe reported that she had been contacted
by a Bonsall resident on the Via Gellia who had had a tree fall onto their property with potential
risk to life; the tree had apparently not fallen from County Council land but it again raised the
question of the safety of trees in this area, particularly due to ash dieback, as previously raised
by Cllr Barry. She suggested that the Council again contact the County Council on this subject,
and she would keep the Council informed of any developments.

Action

Clerk

Slinter Top Quarry planning application: Cllr Ratcliffe said that the application had been
deferred for a site visit and as members wanted more detailed questioning on the noise aspect
of the application. Planning Committee members would visit the quarry and she would like
them to visit Bonsall to see and hear the quarry, and advised the Council to ask that this is
done. Cllr Ratcliffe said that objectors could still put questions and send their concerns to the
planning committee members or to the planning officers or the Chair of the Council. (See
further item 15/12/8 (a)).
Covid-19: District Cllr Purdy explained that coronavirus was affecting all areas of local
authority activity, in particular if staff members in one team caught the virus then the whole
team had to self-isolate and this was having a big impact on services. The virus was relatively
low locally but the three main hospitals had high occupancy and this meant that the District was
very likely to remain in tier 3. Derbyshire was one of 16 authorities in the country chosen for
intensive testing, and the Dales District was likely to be in the second phase of that.
Planning complaint Yeoman Street: a member of the public had contacted the Council to
question the extent of work being undertaken as part of a recently approved planning
application. They had been advised to contact the District Council to check on compliance with
the planning consent.
Condition of roads: two residents had reported concerns about the condition of the roads in
the village. One was a general comment about poor condition and the other about the section
from Abel lane to Bell lane.
th

15/12/6

Minutes of the last meeting: The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 17
November 2020.

15/12/7

Chair’s Announcements: The Chair said that he had received thanks to the Parish Council
from recipients of the volunteer vouchers.
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15/12/8

VILLAGE MATTERS
a) Slinter Top Quarry: the Clerk reported an email that had been received from a resident
expressing their concern about how the application had been dealt with, and their concern
about compliance with current planning permission in respect of the ratio of minerals to
limestone that was being extracted. Cllr Grover questioned the planning process, in
particular that noise data which had not been included in the original Vibrock
Environmental Impact Assessment report had subsequently been provided only to the
County Council’s noise consultant (Sharps Acoustic LLP). That data had consequently not
been subject to the public consultation process. After discussion, it was agreed to write to
the County Council to request that the Parish Council, along with other residents who had
objected, should be given the opportunity to attend the site visit, and to request that the site
visit should include visits to the key areas in the village affected by noise including
Clatterway and Church Street, and that the village visit should take place when the quarry
was operating with pecker work.

Clerk

b) Motocross site former White Low mine: Cllr J. Smith reported that the site was being
advertised as open for private parties on weekdays. There was no new information in
relation to the planning enquiry. Noted.
c) Park: (1) General management: it was agreed that no further works were needed at
present. (2) Vehicle park working group: it was agreed to arrange a meeting of the group
in the New Year to revisit work that had had to be deferred due to lockdown. (3) Request
for use of the vehicle park each Wednesday 4.00pm to 9.00pm by Bella Mia Pizzas:
the Clerk reported the views of the two village public houses, who both opposed the
application on the grounds that it would impact upon the takeaway sales of the Kings Head
whilst they were closed for other business during the current pandemic. The owner of the
Fountain Tea Rooms had no objection to the application. It was reported that some
residents had expressed support for the proposal. The Clerk advised that there was no
current policy governing applications and use for this purpose, and so Cllrs needed to be
aware of creating a precedent. All Councillors expressed concern at the potential impact on
the viability of the public houses given the current crisis. After further discussion it was
agreed to refuse the application on the basis that the Council did not have a policy on this,
and consequently was not in a position to approve use in those circumstances. The
Vehicle park working group was asked to recommend a policy to the Council.

Clerk

d) Churchyard: (1) Shed: it was agreed to approve purchase of a replacement shed at an
estimated cost of £500; with the Clerk authorised to arrange purchase in consultation with
the Chair and Vice-Chair; (2) Green bin: it was agreed to ask DDDC to provide a free
green bin for the use of visitors to their part of the churchyard.
Clerk
e) Highway gully clearance issues: the District Council had advised that the schedule for
leaf clearance for the village was down for the first half of October, but not on set dates but
in weekly blocks. They said that the best way to contact us for an area to be swept is via
the online portal; the advice was noted and it was agreed to use this in future years to
request clearance work as soon as it was needed.
Clerk
f)

Grit bin Black Tor Road: this had been damaged beyond repair and it was agreed to of a
replacement at an estimated cost of £100. The Clerk authorised to arrange purchase in
consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair subject to final confirmation from the County
Council that this was a Parish Council owned bin.
Clerk

g) Twenty’s Plenty (1) Traffic working group: it was agreed to set up a meeting of the group
in the New Year. (2) Speedwatch training: there had been no new volunteers for this to
date and it was agreed to request training for Cllrs Addis, Barry Grover and Harris; (3)
Derbyshire 20’s Plenty campaign group: Cllr S Smith agreed to represent the Council on
this, and said that he would also be in contact with other campaigning bodies on this issue.
Agreed with thanks.

Clerk

h) Village road signs: after discussion it was agreed to request the County Council to (1)
provide an ‘unsuitable for Long Vehicles’ sign on the Via Gellia at the mill to warn of the
HGV limit on the Clatterway; (2) to request an additional sign at the top of the Bank
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warning not to trust Satnav; (3) to request ‘No footpaths/ pavement’ warning signs at the
Fountain for Yeoman Street and at the entrance to the village below Abel lane. In support
of the latter Cllr J. Smith reported a potentially serious incident on Yeoman Street where an
elderly lady had been nearly hit by a lorry on Yeoman Street. Noted with concern.
Clerk
i)

j)

Flood group: (1) Storage of Flood Sacks: it was reported that the village hall did not
have space for this purpose, and no other locations had been identified. A storage unit on
the vehicle park was discussed; it was agreed that in order to implement this as quickly as
possible the Council should look to provide a small shed or similar just for this purpose on
the vehicle park; it was agreed to circulate options and consider again at the next
meeting.(2 County Council response to Flood issues: the Clerk read out a report from
Alan Clements as Chair of the Flood Warden group expressing concern at the lack of the
promised plan pulling together the Council’s response on highways and drainage issues;
agreed that the latest response from the Flood team was not sufficient and the Clerk
should write again to request this. (3) Flood Warden plan: agreed to arrange as soon as
possible for another village inspection with flood wardens to prepare a plan showing
locations and responsibilities in the event of another flood incident.

Clerk

Public Space Protection Orders: it was agreed to inform the District Council that no
changes were needed to the current District Council Dog Control Orders covering open
space areas.

Clerk

15/12/9
Finance:
a) Monthly Payments received: £30.00 Percivals and £100 Petts Stonemasons;
b) Statement/ Annual Accounts: the statement for period 8 detailing income and
expenditure from 01 November to 01 December 2020 was approved;
c) Accounts for payment: payments as below were approved;
d) Draft budget 2021-22: approved in principle for final decision at the next meeting;
e) VAT and Churchyard claim: to note that the annual VAT claim was expected to be
approximately £1500, and the churchyard claim to DDDC would be for £1512.

Online
Online
Online
Online
Online
Online
DD
DD
15/12/10

15/12/11
15/12/12

A Payne
P Spencer
M Biggin
R Allsopp
HMRC
Twiggs
Zoom
E.ON (Park)

£375.41
£208.88
£45.78
£95.00
£714.05
£154.80
£14.39
£7.38

Salary/expenses
Salary/expenses
Salary/expenses
WC cleaning
PAYE Q3
Highway mirror (replacing that approved 18/8/20)
Meeting hosting fee
Electricity

Clerk

PLANNING:

20/01058/FUL Land to the east of Millpinch Cottage the Dale: erection of dwelling
house (resubmission): agreed after consideration of the plans to submit no objection.


T/20/00223/TCA83 Yeoman Street: Removal of 6 Elm trees suffering from Dutch elm
disease: it was agreed after consideration of the plan to submit no objection.



DDDC Statement of Community Involvement 2020: agreed to make no comment.



Memorial application: additional inscription Percival Memorials: agreed.

Clerk

Items for Information: DALC Circular 12-2020
Next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 19th January 2021 at 7.30pm.

Signed ……………………………………………
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