Bonsall Parish Council
Minutes of the Bonsall Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16th January 2018 at 7.30pm at
Bonsall Village Hall.
Chair of the Council: Cllr Mark Harris
Clerk: Tony Payne 27 High St Bonsall DE4 2AS; telephone: 01629 822311 email: bonsallclerk@gmail.com
Minute
No
16/01/1

16/01/2

16/01/3
16/01/4
16/01/5

Item

Action

Present
Cllrs Harris, Addis, Barry, Grover Hewitt Richardson and Pountain. Mr T Payne
(Clerk/RFO), District Cllr Pawley, and 3 members of the public.
Apologies for Absence: apologies received from District Cllr Purdy and County Cllr
Ratcliffe.
Variation to the Order of Business: none
Declaration of Interests: None
Public Speaking
Vehicle Park: Leigh Johnson asked how the vehicle park would be managed as and
when it was taken over by the Parish Council when the preferred option of the village
had been management by a community Trust? Also how the Parish Council would
obtain the views of residents on management? The Chair referred to the extensive
public consultation exercise which the Parish Council had undertaken the previous
summer which demonstrated wide support for the village retaining control of the
whole area. In relation to the Trust, the clerk said that as the Diocese was only
offering a lease of the land as against sale it was more practicable for the Parish
Council to take on the lease initially, but they had discussed with the Diocese the
option of transferring it in future to a Trust if one could be set up. Mr Johnson also
asked about the possibility of storage for carnival and well-dressing equipment on
the site, and the Chair said that this would be borne in mind. Mr Johnson asked
when the idea of a community trust to look at a range of village activities might be
considered by the Parish Council, and the Chair said that the Council’s priorities
were likely to be reviewed in May 2018 and it would be looked at then.
Clerk
Village parking: Leigh Johnson asked about the infrastructure report that Cllr Purdy
had referred to at the previous meeting. In Cllr Purdy’s absence Cllr Pawley said that
this report would have dealt with on-street parking issues; the clerk explained that
the report had not been adopted by the County Council. Mr Johnson stated that the
District Council had overridden County Council highway views on the recent planning
application and that he did not want to accept the consequences of this.
Quarry Liaison Group/ Ball Eye Quarry: a member of the public asked whether the
Liaison group had received notice of any potential expansion of Ball Eye quarry as
the land was in the process of being surveyed and markers had been placed up to
20 metres beyond the current fenced area? The Clerk reported that this had not
been raised at the November 2017 meeting, as the company had not been
represented and the quarry was understood to be currently inactive. He said that this Clerk
would be raised with the group and the County Council.
Matlock Bath Illuminations: Cllr Pawley reported that the event had raised £15000
this year. There was a shortage of boat builders for the event, and new recruits for
this were welcome.
Cromford Car Parking: Cllr Pawley reported that following the public consultation
on parking charges the District Council had decided that there were to be no charges
introduced for any of the Cromford sites that had been under review.
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16/01/6

16/01/7
16/01/8

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: Approved. The Chair signed the minutes of
the meeting held on 19th December 2017.
Clerk
Chair’s Announcements: none.
Village Matters
a) Park Lease update: the response of Savills agents for the Diocese on the
Heads of Terms of the lease (previously circulated) was discussed. The Clerk
explained that he was in discussion with the District Council as to whether
any action could be taken by them to help the Parish Council with the
proposed fees of up to £7500 for the lease, but a full response was still
awaited. Formal confirmation from the District Council that they would
continue to manage the recreation ground area in the event of a lease being
taken by the Parish Council, and the duration of that commitment, was also
still awaited. The need to set the Precept by 31 January was explained.
It was agreed that (1) once the decisions of the District Council were known
the details of formulating a response to Savills would be referred to a working
group for further consideration; (2) that the precept should be fixed on the
basis that the Parish Council would not attempt to cover both the potential
fees and maintenance charges in the same financial year as the precept
increase would be too great; consequently (3) that if the District Council were
not able to continue to carry maintenance costs then the Parish Council
would have to defer taking on responsibility under the lease until the next
financial year.
b) Churchyard responsibilities: the Clerk reported that, after discussion with
the Parochial Church Council, he had sent the District Council a further
request for details of the their land ownership in the churchyard, and for
review of their legal opinion in the light of additional background material. The
request had now been referred to the legal team.
c) Churchyard extension: a meeting on this was being arranged but it had
been delayed by illness and the workload of the grave digging team.
d) Councillor vacancy: it was agreed to approve the draft Co-option Policy
(previously circulated) with immediate effect, and to make arrangements for
co-option of a councillor at the February meeting.
e) Grit: the clerk reported that purchase direct from the County Council had
proved too expensive but that Sam Hopkinson had agreed to help with
distribution of our own supply from Salisbury and Wood. Noted, and thanks
recorded to Sam Hopkinson.
f)

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Moor Lane signs: noted that the required signs had now been installed by
the County Council.
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Finance:
a) Accounts for payment a schedule showing the following cheques /Online
16/01/9
Payments/Direct Debits was approved, and the cheques were signed:
Online
Online
Online
Online

A Payne
P Spencer
R Allsop
Salisbury
and
Wood
SGP Machinery
Twiggs Matlock
E.ON (Park)

£417.96
£94.35
£95.00
£20.88

Salary/expenses
Salary/expenses
WC cleaning
Grit

Online
£31.50
Machinery repair
Online
£31.27
Safety clothing
DD
£8.64
Electricity
b)
Payments received: a payment of £1599.84 had been received from the County
Council for the footpath maintenance claim. It was agreed that the amount paid
would have to be queried with the County Council as it exceeded the capped
amount.

Clerk

c) The monthly Statement for period 9 detailing income and expenditure to 05
January 2018, which had been previously circulated to Councillors, was
approved.
d) Budget: The Council considered the budget position against income and
expenditure to date as shown in the account statement for the month and the
transactions agreed at the meeting. The Council assessed risk in relation to the
Council’s financial standing and systems, and were satisfied that there were no
issues presenting risk that required attention or further action at the present time.
e)

Approval of budget 2018-19: further to the last meeting the Council considered
an amended budget V2 for 2018-19. The amendments were to:





apply a 1% pay increase from April 2018 for staff due under NJC terms;
show potential grant for WC maintenance as being earmarked in reserves;
remove park maintenance costs of £4000 on the understanding that these
would be carried by the District Council;
increase park lease fees from £1500 to £7500 in the light of the information
provided on behalf of the Diocese.

The clerk explained that it was preferable if possible to keep turnover to below
£25,000 for ease of audit and grant arrangements. The budget and the
implications for the precept and the park lease were outlined. In response to a
question about accounting for the additional precept raised in 2017-18 for the
park it was explained that at the November 2017 meeting it had been necessary
to adjust the budget to allow for increased staff costs on dealing with the park
issue and the Via Gellia (and also to provide for the burial ground extension
feasibility study), which utilised that funding. After discussion it was agreed to Clerk
adopt Budget V2 as drafted for the 2018-19 financial year.
f)

Approval of Precept 2018-19: the Clerk explained the calculation of the precept
based on the approved budget. it was proposed and agreed unanimously that the
Precept for 2018/19 should be set at £18,500 on the basis that the increase of
£4366 (against the previous year’s precept of £14,134) was required, principally
to finance the potential costs of legal and agent’s fees for taking on responsibility
Clerk
for the park and vehicle park area.. It was noted that this was equivalent to an
increase in Council tax of £12.03 for each typical Band D household in the
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village.
g) VAT claim 2016-17: the completed claim to HMRC for £304.16 to 31/12/2017
was noted.
16/01/10
Planning:






16/01/11

Derbyshire County Council Local List: in response to the consultation
request on the Local List it was agreed to inform the County Council that the
proposals were welcomed, and that the Parish Council looked forward to
them being implemented as it was felt that there were shortcomings in the
process that had previously been adopted in relation to planning issues at
Slinter Top Quarry. The Parish Council also requested that the County
Council involve the Quarry Liaison group at an early stage in all issues likely
to impact upon the village.
17/01227/FUL erection of agricultural livestock building: Mr N Taylor:
Puddle Hill Farm Puddle Hill: it was resolved to make no objection to this
application.
7/01207/FUL erection of agricultural building for storage and housing of
livestock: Mr A Lear: Greenbank Clatterway: it was resolved to make no
objection to this application.



17/01208/OUT erection of 2 no. dwellings (Outline) : Mrs Rickards: land to
the south of the Dale. The Chair explained that he was the appointed
representative of the Parish Council on the School Foundation (on whose
behalf the application was being submitted), but that he was an observer and
did not have voting rights or trustee status. The issue of applying for planning
permission on this site had been raised at the November 2017 meeting of the
Foundation on a confidential basis, and he had not participated in the
decision to apply for planning permission. The Clerk advised that on this
basis the Chair had an interest in the application but that he was able to
participate in voting on the application. The Clerk reported and read out a
letter objecting to the application; it was agreed to thank the member of the
public for their contribution.



After discussion it was resolved to object to the application on the grounds
that the development would adversely affect the conservation area and the
character of the Dale by reason of its’ visual and environmental impact on the
landscape. (Four Councillors voted in favour of objection to the application;
three against).

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Items for Information: DALC Circulars: Circular 01/18

16/01/12
Date of next meeting: Parish Council 20th February 2018 at 7.30pm

Clerk

Signed ……………………………………………
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