
In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken 
to Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old 

Ball Eye mine at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering
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Snow Clearing Along 
Abel Lane in 1934

Photo from the late Hazel Taylor
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CHURCH DIARY

St James
December
4     9.30am Sanctuary
11   9.30am Eucharist
15   7.00pm Carol Service
16   2.00pm Christingle Service
18   11.00am Morning Worship
24   6.00pm Crib Service
25   9.30am Christmas Morning 
Service

January
8     9.30am Eucharist
15  11.00am Morning Worship
22   8.30am Eucharist
29   9.30am Candlemass Eucharist

Village Life Church
Sunday 
10:30am Morning Worship 
10:30am UNO Sunday School 
6:00pm Prayer Meeting
Tuesday 
7:00pm Craft Club
Wednesday 
7:00pm House group
Sunday 11 December 
10:30–11.30am Festive Funday 
Sunday followed by lunch.
Saturday 17 December  
Carols by Candlelight followed by 
refreshments
There will be no coffee morning in 
December but we have our coffee 
morning New Year meal on Tuesday 
31 January at 12pm.

Bonsall Wesleyan Reform 
Chapel (The Dale)
Thanks to all who supported 
the Harvest; proceeds from 
the supper and sale enabled us to 
send £173 each to TEAR Fund and 
to London City Mission for work 
at their Webber Street Homeless 
Centre.
Services during December alternate 
between 2.30pm and 6.15pm 
commencing Sunday 4 December 
at 2.30 pm
Friday 15 December 2.00–4.00pm 
Christmas Cuppa & Cake
Sunday 18 December 2.30pm 
Carol Service followed by Christmas 
refreshments
There will be no service on Sunday 
25 December
Tuesdays 6 and 13 December 
10.00 –11.00 am 
Advent Bible Studies
Services during January are at 
2.30pm and these will commence on 
Sunday 8 January 
There will be no service on Sunday 
1 January 
Friday 20 January, 2.00 - 4.00pm 
Cuppa & Cake
All are welcome to join with us.

Thank you to all for your generous 
support throughout another year. 
May the Lord richly bless you with 
His love, joy and peace during 
Christmas and through the coming 
New Year.

A few years ago I received a Christmas 
card with the following text on it: “Dear 
Santa please give me a new year, the old 
one is broken.” While there are a few 
weeks left yet of this year, many of us 
feel exactly that about 2016. Broken at 
national, international, local or personal 
level, it matters not, we are all ready for a 
fresh start, a new beginning. And yet those 
of us who have been around for a few 
years know that ‘New Year’ resolutions 
don’t last whatever goals and hopes they 
are filled with. Might I offer two alterna-
tives for our reflections – perhaps to add 
balance to the frantic activity of Advent 
and give some space to think and pray or 
indeed in January which is a month that 
often seems to go on for EVER with its 
dark nights and gloomy days. One, is that 
we more consciously ‘catch moments’ – of 
joy or blessing or contentment, when they 
come. They are there, and there are many 
may of them, but they are so often missed. 
One of the ‘broken’ bits of 2016 is the 
death of so many celebs including Leonard 
Cohen, musician and poet. Here’s a line 
from perhaps his most well known song 
‘Halleluja’: “…forget your perfect offering, 
there’s a crack in everything, that’s how 
the light gets in….” In amidst any broken-
ness there is ‘light in the cracks’ but it can 
be easily missed when we focus on pain, 
brokenness, anger, darkness. 
Another, is that we more consciously at-
tempt to be the light for other people. I 
recently read a tiny book with a true story 
‘The Optician of Lampedusa’, about an 
Italian man, about my age, living on the 
small Italian island of Lampedusa. His life 
is changed forever as he and his friends, 
on an autumn sailing weekend, happen 
upon a sinking migrant boat. They rescue 
47 people but are in danger of sinking 
themselves and more than 300 bodies are 
retrieved in the days that follow. The opti-
cian, a lapsed Catholic, lived a rich and full 
life or so he thought. Most of us will never 
have such life changing (and harrowing) 
experiences but we too can bring life to 
others, pull back people from the brink, 
reach out a hand. “How naïve he’d been, 
thought the optician, how naïve. Because 
there would always be greater sorrow, 
deeper and more unfathomable than any 
of us could ever imagine.” And that will 
be true as much of a neighbour locally as 
in the med. 
So I wish you a joyful celebration of 
Christ’s birth and the courage to stride 
into the New Year whatever it may hold, 
looking out for the light and sharing it 
with those in any kind of darkness.

A Joyful Christmas 
And Every Blessing 
For The New Year 
From Kara

The lighting 
of St James 
Church
Do you ever wonder how 
or why the Church lighting 
came about? It was as a thank you from a very grateful 
family for all the love and support given to them by so 
many people in this very generous village during all the 
months of Connor’s illness. Sadly, aged four and a half, 
he died and the village support continued. His family 
all join together this year to again thank the village 
and hope that the lighting gives comfort and joy to as 
many people as possible. Connor would have been 21 
in August and we had a lovely party for him ... large 
21’ balloons and the most glorious chocolate cake. ... he 
would have loved it!
Margaret and Maurice Fellows
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Wirksworth 
Team Ministry
Serving:
All Saints’ Alderwasley 
St James’ Bonsall 
All Saints’ Bradbourne 
All Saints’ Elton 
St James’ Brassington 
St Margaret’s Carsington 
Holy Trinity Kirk Ireton 
St James’ Idridgehay 
Holy Trinity Middleton 
St Mary’s Wirksworth

Contact: 
The Team Office, Parish Rooms, 
St Mary’s Gate, Wirksworth, DE4 4DQ 
Tel/Fax 01629 824707 
email: teamoffice@wirksworthteam-
ministry.co.uk.  
www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk 

Catholic Church 
Services

Our Lady and St. Teresa 
of Lisieux

Gorsey Bank, Wirksworth
Mass Sundays 9 am, Holy Days 7 pm.  

Service of Holy Communion every 
Wednesday morning at 10 am.

Contact Fr. Joseph Keogh  
(01773 743336)

Our Lady and 
St. Joseph Church

Bank Rd, Matlock
Mass times Saturdays 6 pm,  

Sundays 8.30 am & 10.30 am.  
Holy Days 9.30 am & 7 pm.  

Daily Mass Mondays and Fridays 7 pm. 
Tuesdays – Thursdays 9.30 am.  
Sacrament of Reconciliation –  

Fridays 6.30–7 pm, Saturdays 10.30–
11 am, Adoration Thursdays  
and Fridays 7 am – 11 pm

Contact Fr. Bernard Needham (582804)
There is a fortnightly newsletter listing 

ongoing events. 
On Sundays breakfast is available 

in the church hall after the 8.30 Mass 
and tea/coffee and biscuits after 
the 10.30 Mass. All are welcome.

FLOODLIGHTING
CHRISTMAS
GREETINGSDecember

December 10th is the date on which 
Mary Potter is in the thoughts 
of Stephen, Trish and family and 
celebrated through the lighting. 
Peter, brother and uncle to Nathan 
and Emily, is remembered by 
the family around the 16th. 
David Allsop and Julie and their 
families have in mind their parents, 
Dennis and Jean, especially on the 18th 
of December and again on January 2nd.
Through the lighting, Peter Hall 
is brought to mind for Nellie and 
all her family on Christmas Eve. 
Nancy is in the thoughts of Ted 
Mellors, especially also on December 
24th, which was her birthday. 
The same date and this time of 
year bring loving memories of 
Connor Fellows to all his family. 
Christmas is the time of year when 
Jeff, Annie and Albert are called to 
mind for Alice and all her family. 
Through the lighting, Louis 
Pearson has special family 
memories at this time of year.

January
Dorinda and Simon, and Stephanie 
and families have, through the 

lighting, special memories of 
Harold at the New Year. 
Auntie Olive is in the thoughts of 
Norma and Cliff, particularly in 
the second week of January. 
Gwen and Jack Fellows are fondly 
remembered by Peter and Wendy 
during the third week of the month.
The lighting calls to mind Joan 
Mellors for Jenny and family, 
especially around the 16th. 
There are memories for Richard and 
Kath Taylor of Kath’s parents and 
brother, Keith, at this time, for 20th 
January through to February 2nd. 
January brings to mind Mum and 
Dad Rickards for all the family, 
particularly on the 23rd and 24th. 
Bill and Winnie Gregory are in 
the thoughts of Janet, Ron, Daphne 
and Peter, especially on the 27th. 
Nora and Herman Martin 
are remembered with love 
by Janet, Christine, June, 
Michael and their families. 
The 31st January was the birthday 
of Hilda Morris, who is lovingly 
remembered at this time by Rita, 
Rachel, Danny and Eunice.
John Sewry

A blessed Christmas and peaceful New 
Year to all my family, neighbours and 
friends. Love, Beryl Webster.

Happy Christmas wishes and a peaceful 
New Year to all my neighbours and 
friends, with love. Claudine.

Wishing all our friends and customers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2017, 
and thanks for your custom over the past year. All 
the best from the Allsop family (and Griff!)

Sonia and Charlie Webster of Uppertown 
wish all their friends and neighbours in 
Bonsall and around a very happy Xmas 
and New Year. Cheers everyone.

Merry Xmas to all my friends in 
Bonsall. Mary B
 

Love and best wishes for Christmas and 
the coming year, to all our dear friends and 
neighbours, from Ken & Gill Edgar

Marjorie, Ron and Andrew wish relatives, neigh-
bours and many friends a very Merry Christmas 
and a happy and peaceful New Year.

Wishing a very merry Christmas and a 
happy and healthy New Year to all our 
friends and neighbours. Rosie and Jim 
Martin.

Merry Xmas everyone. Wendy & 
Pete

Ruby Gratton would like to wish all her 
friends and family a merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year.
 

We would like to wish all our family and 
friends a merry Christmas and a happy 
New Year. Ron and Janet Brown
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St. James’ Christmas 
Tree Of Memories
The Christmas tree will be decorated on 
Saturday 10 December from 2 – 4 pm. 
Tree decorations and labels for your 
personal message are provided at £1.00 
or a donation. 
Please do come along to help dress 
Bonsall’s Christmas tree in memory of 
loved ones. This is a village occasion 
and everyone is welcome. Refreshments 
provided. 
For further details, please ring Claudine 
on 824279 

Vacancy for toilet cleaner
The Parish Council is seeking applications 
for the contract to maintain the public 
toilets in the village. The contract will 
commence immediately. It comprises 
cleaning the toilets three times per week, 
supplying and replenishing sanitary items, 
emptying bins and informing the Clerk of 
any repair work required. Additional work 
may be required during particularly busy 
times – for example the Carnival and Open 
Gardens weekend. It is expected that your 
quote will reflect this. 
Quotes can be emailed to bonsallclerk@
gmail.com. The contract will be awarded 
for a minimum of one year. Payment will 
be made monthly in arrears. 

Please contact Mark Harris on 
820285 for more information. 

Lost Cat
Is this handsome male 
cat yours or do you 
know his owner? 

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
He’s domesticated, friendly, appears to be 
well-fed but still constantly hungry, and 
he has outstayed his welcome on Church 
Street. Please ring Claudine on 824279

New Roses at St James Church
The two flowerbeds near the Lychgate 
have recently been replanted with 
20 Scarborough Fair roses at a cost of £15 
each. Some people have wanted to donate 
a rose in memory of a loved one, if you 
would like to do the same, please contact 
Margaret Fellows on 822765.

Village Hall Autumn Fair
Thanks to everybody who contributed 
to the fair on Saturday 5th November, 
including stallholders, people who made 
donations of money, cakes or gifts/items 
for sale/raffle prizes and contributors. 
The contributors include all those who 
purchased 271 lucky number squares from 
me prior to the fair, raising £271. With 
squares sold on the day a total of £313 
was raised. 
The three winners in the lucky whisky 
square draw were Steve and Ros, c/o Kings 
Head (No. 65) and Roger Brown (No. 27) 
and Robert Newton (No. 229). 
The attendance at the fair was an improve-
ment, raising £337.85. However, with 
donations, the useful overall amount of 
£750.85 was raised. To be able to keep 
down the rental hire cost for village or-
ganisations and villagers we to try to do 
even better next year.

Leigh Johnson
Treasurer and Trustee, Bonsall 
Village Hall Committee

Dear Editors,
Mark Buckingham is back in Bonsall 
from Italy for two months from 
January until the end of February. He 
is looking for small building projects, 
joinery, laying stone slabs etc. during 
that time. Anyone who has worked 
with Mark in the past will know that 
his work is very good and he is open 
to very creative ideas too. He made 
us an amazing timber spiral staircase 
that winds itself around an old ash 
tree trunk. Absolutely love it! I will 
forward enquiries to him. 
Liz Stoppard 07813 071816

Dear Editor,
Lorry Park,  pathways,  wobbly 
headstones and maintenance of the 
churchyard – Parish Council? District 
Council? County Council? Parochial 
Church Council? Diocese of Derby? 
Given that duties, responsibilities and 
powers don’t always seem clear would 
others agree that it might be helpful to 
call a meeting early in the New Year, 
invite interested parties and those in 
the know and set up a small group 
(to meet no more than two or three 
times – I think some folks call these 
‘task and finish groups’!) to make 
a start on drawing up a definitive map 
of the village indicating which group 
or body has responsibility for what? 
I would be happy to volunteer to co-
ordinate and chair this if necessary.
Just a thought…
Phil Heasman 821816 
(Churchwarden, St James’)

 LETTERS
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VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
Bonsall School Christmas Fair
Thank you to everyone who attended and 
helped out at the School Christmas Fair 
on 26 November to make it a successful 
event. Photos and fundraising total to 
follow next month.

Easyfundraising – Christmas 
Shop For Bonsall School
If you are Christmas shopping online 
remember that you can earn money 
for the school PTFA as you shop via 
EasyFundRaising.  You can access 
your favourite shopping sites through 
EasyFundRaising, and every time you 
make an online purchase the school 
gets a donation without it costing you 
anything. 
Search for Bonsall PTFA on  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Nationwide Community 
Match – Please Help Us 
By Voting In December
Bonsall PTFA has been nominated 
for the Nationwide Building Society 
Community Match. This is a local charity 
voting scheme. 
Each quarter, the branches feature three 
local charities/causes from customer 
nominations, but only one can win in that 
area. Customers are then invited to vote 
for a winner in each branch. Shortlisted 
causes receive a £100 donation. Winning 
causes, which receive the most votes at 
the end of the voting campaign, receive an 
additional £500, so please get voting for 
the school. You can vote at the following 
branches: Alfreton, Chesterfield, Heanor, 
Ilkeston, Matlock and Ripley 
Jane Falconer-White

Open Gardens
The Open Gardens event was again very 
successful in 2016 and many thanks to all 
those who participated in any way. We are 
pleased to report the receipts amounted to 
£1978.62 from which the following dona-
tions have been made/agreed:
•	 Drumming Workshop £100.00
•	 Carnival Committee £200.00
•	 OAPs £200.00
•	 Halloween event £100.00
•	 St James Church £300.00
•	 Bonsall School £200.00
•	 Possible contribution for tarmac for 

potholes £50.00
•	 Repainting telephone boxes in Bonsall 

and Slaley £240.00
•	 Possible contribution towards bus 

shelter project £400.00

Total  £1790.00
George Caldicott 
Hon. Treasurer

Carolling Around!
Just a quick reminder:
•	Tuesday 13 December in The King’s 

Head from 8pm: folk carols 
traditionally sung in the pubs 
and villages of Derbyshire.

•	Monday 19 December meet at 
the Fountain from 6pm: family 
carol and Christmas songs 
singing round the village (with 
refreshments part way if we make it 
to Uppertown offered kindly again 
this year by Anne and John).

All very welcome!
Phil and Marion (821816)
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100 YEARS AGO
The battle of the Somme had drawn to 
a close with no appreciable gains for all the 
losses. Christmas 1916 would be the third 
Christmas since the war (which was to be 
over by Christmas 1914) had started. 
The enthusiasm of the first 26 volunteers 
from the village had been followed by 
increasing compulsion applied to the next 
100 or so serving men. Over three million 
men volunteered to serve in the British 
Armed Forces during the first two years of 
the World War One, before conscription 
was introduced. 
The Military Service Act of January 1916 
specified that single men between the ages 
of 18 and 41 were liable to be called up 
unless they were widowed with children, 
or ministers of religion. Conscription 
came into effect on 2nd March 1916. It was 
extended to include married men on 25th 
May, and by the end of the war the age 
limit had been raised to 51. 
Already 18 men from the village had died. 
The effect on the village of the absence 
of 10% of the population (or more 
significantly 50% of the men eligible to 
serve) was changing the domestic balance. 
The Military Tribunal had to assess a 
man’s fitness for service and compare it 
with his usefulness to the UK’s economy, 
as well as listening to some heartrending 
pleas from desperate parents. 
In rural areas farmers could be exempted 
as they were working on the land and 
this also caused discontent among farm 
workers who were conscripted. 
In January 1917 the Bonsall Tribunal 
considered three cases: Arthur Allsop, 
31, Horsedale, had 9 acres of his own, 
and Mr Potter, who he worked for as 
a horseman and cowman on 75acres, 
applied for him. He was granted another 
6 months exemption. Richard Platts, 40, 
Via Gellia, married, worked lead and 
caulk mines. He had suffered a nervous 
breakdown and was classified B2. He was 
granted another exemption of three 
months and put on a substitution list to be 
sent anywhere to work. Samuel Cotterill, 
29, Yeoman Street, was a grocer who 
started his own business in 1912 and was 
teaching his sister the business. He had 
a dependant mother and his brother 
was already in the army. He was granted 
a Conditional exemption. 
Nationally 750,000 applications mostly on 
grounds of hardship, family circumstances 
or because they considered their jobs 
indispensable had been considered by 
Military Tribunals including 16,000 
conscientious objectors. Bonsall Tribunal 
had considered at least 44 applications for 
exemption for conscription but no-one 
had applied as a conscientious objector. 
In January 1917 the local paper carried two 
anonymous letters, in successive weeks, 
complaining that the Bonsall Tribunal 

was not sending enough men to the Front. 
The divisiveness between, and within, 
families of those serving and exempt was 
recognised in 1921when the government 
ordered all records of military tribunals to 
be destroyed. 
The war itself did not appear to be near 
being over. In France the machine gun 
and trenches were haemorrhaging 
the manpower of both sides. The troops 
were recognising the futility of the war 
resulting in mutinies in the French army. 
The Ottoman Empire was crumbling to 
the British inspired Arab uprisings in 
the deserts of the Middle East. 
The Italian campaign against Austria 
in the Alps was stalled. The colonies of 
the German African Empire had been 

captured. In the cities the air raids by 
Zeppelins were causing a loss of morale 
far in excess of their actual danger. 
The German fleet had been confined 
to port, after the Battle of Jutland, but 
the switch to the U-boat campaign was 
beginning to affect food supplies. The area 
of arable land cultivated in the village had 
increased by 85 acres. Self-help progressed 
as land was identified as allotments 
to assist food production. Mr Bond, 
an agricultural expert gave a lecture to 
the village in January. 
The Council Medical officer of health, 
Dr Harvey, was expecting to be called up 
and he arranged for his father to substitute. 
The Council were perturbed that they were 
expected to share a representative on the 
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Haddon Hospital committee with Matlock 
Bath, North and South Darley. 
Throughout January there was illness 
in the district and the school was closed 
until 22nd. Overseer Plant was confined 
with flu. 
James Gregory, Council scavenger, applied 
for a pay rise from 101/2d to 1/- (5p) per 
hour. The Council thought this could be 
regarded as a war bonus if he worked hard 
starting at 3am. 
The road to Winster was blocked by snow. 
The council opposed the erection of 
telegraph poles in the Via Gellia because 
they would be unsightly. 
John (Jack) Land was one of the eight 
children of German and Caroline Land 
from Belper. Born in 1878, by the time 
he was 14 he was working at Cross Roads 
Farm Belper. In 1901 he was living and 
working at Smedleys Hydro (the County 
Offices) as a nightwatchman. Meanwhile 
the family had moved to Hollowbrook 
on Clatterway where German Land was a 
labourer working for the Council. He died 
before 1911. 
By 1914 Jack was a well-respected 
bathman at the Hydro and was married to 
Ada Thompson and they had twins, born 
in 1910. They were living at Hazel House 
Crown Square, Matlock. 
Jack had been a keen member and captain 
of Matlock Cycling club as well as in the 
Territorial Army, in the 6th Battalion 
Sherwood Foresters based at Coombs 
Road Bakewell. When he was called up 
he went straight to France on 28 February 
1915. One of his brothers, German, was in 
the same battalion. 
The 6th battalion supported the other 
Sherwood Fores ter  bat ta l ions  in 
the attacks on Gommecourt and spent 

100 YEARS AGO
time in and out of the trenches and raiding 
the enemy lines. 
January 1917 was very cold with heavy 
snow. On Sunday 14th January a phone 
message, via the Crown Hotel, to his wife 
was from Jack’s Commanding Officer to 
tell her that he was dangerously wounded 
in the head and a telegram arrived the next 
day to say he had died of his wounds on 
the 14th January 1917 at Warlincourt 
Halte (Arras) in the Casualty Clearing 
Station. He was aged 39. His name is on 
both Bonsall and Matlock war memorials. 
His brother German was caught in 
the same shellfire incident and although 
wounded survived the war. He died in 
1973 and is buried in the churchyard. 
Peter Greaves

INSURANCE
THAT’S ON YOUR
DOORSTEP

Call our branch
in Matlock on
01629 582 025

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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PARISH COUNCIL

A member of the public requested that the 
Parish Council ensures that the contri-
butions of all the people who have been 
involved in putting up the Christmas trees 
at the Cross are acknowledged and coun-
cillors were very happy to make sure they 
had thanked Mick Biggin, Leigh Johnson 
and Mike Lynch for their ongoing contri-
butions. Councillors were keen to confirm 
that the names had only been omitted by 
mistake and there was no intention to 
overlook the voluntary contributions 
people make in the village.
Three attempted burglaries at the 
same property in the village have been 
reported, which are taking place over-
night. Councillors urged all residents to be 
vigilant in locking properties and setting 
alarms where these are fitted. 
Cllr. Pawley reported that the Clinical 
Commissioning Group is holding another 
round of consultations.  Please see the 
separate information in Mutterings for 
more details. 
Note to dog walkers: please be considerate 
and careful about cleaning up after your 
dog as the footpath (number 46) from The 
Mount on High Street is particularly bad 
at the moment.
Leaves on Clatterway have been reported 
to DCC Highways. Yellow lines will be 
installed on Water Lane in Cromford in 
December. 
Cllr. Barry continues his campaign to 
have the street light on Uppertown Lane 
switched back on. To help provide infor-
mation about incidents and issues around 
the lane being dark, could people please 
contact him directly with any information 
they have about problems encountered. 
Councillors voted to support the applica-
tion for a memorial bench in memory of 
Vicki Clarke at Leys Lane, Slaley.

The newly installed street signs are 
creating a conversation: residents feel 
that there should also be a sign pointing 
to Pounder Lane from High Street 
rather than just a street sign in Pounder 
Lane. Councillors will familiarise them-
selves with the situation and discuss it at 
the next meeting if more signs need to be 
requested in the village. Bankside residents 
believe that the error was made in 1997 
when the Bankside road sign was installed. 
The Parish Council has pursued the issue 
with DDDC, which states that the Street 
Numbering and Naming Department 
agree it’s called ‘Bankside’. Cllr. Addis 
will now take this issue up with residents 
as an individual rather than as a councillor 
and consider options, such as a petition to 
change the road name.
In St. James’ churchyard, there is a head-
stone currently tied to a tree that needs to 
be made safe.  The Clerk has arranged a 
site meeting with Colin from Petts to look 
at options, which will be presented back to 
the Council. The area has been cordoned 
off, and residents should take care when 
walking through the Churchyard. The 
Parish Council is setting up meetings 
with the PCC and Diocese to clearly es-
tablish areas of responsibility within the 
churchyard, noting that dealing with this 
health and safety issue does not imply the 
Council is taking on responsibility for the 
churchyard.
Interviews for a new Parish Clerk are 
to be held in the week commencing 21 
November and hopefully and new clerk 
will be in place by the December meeting.
Toilet cleaning: the cleaner has re-
signed and the job will be advertised in 
Mutterings.  
The next meeting of the Parish Council 
will be on 20 December at the Village Hall.
email: bonsallclerk@googlemail.com

District Councillors
Joyce Pawley, tel: 01629 825431 
joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Garry Purdy Tel: 823636 
garry.purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillor
Irene Ratcliffe, tel: 823023 
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Patrick McLoughlin, Derbys Dales 
consituency, tel: 020 7219 3511, 
House of Commons, London, 
SW1A 0AA 
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk

MEPs
The 6 East Midlands MEPs can be 
contacted on 020 72193000 or at: 
House of Commons, London, 
SW1A 0AA

Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or requests 
of the Parish Council, they should 
ideally be raised in Public Participation 
section of the monthly meeting. 

If however there is an urgent matter, 
while individual councillors will try 
to assist, a direct response is better 
achieved by contacting the Clerk to 
the Parish Council directly:

Chair: Cllr Mark Harris, Stepping 
Lodge, Bell Lane, T: 820285

Vice-Chair: Cllr Denise Pountain  
6 High Street. T. 822708

Councillors:
Cllr Phil Addis, Dale House, 
The Dale. T 826309
Cllr Mike Richardson, 26 
Yeoman Street 826678
Cllr Jon Barry, Ivy Cottage, Bell 
Lane, T: 07866 750636

Cllr Richard Grover 
Nethergreen House, Clatterway 
865604

Cllr Michael Hewitt, Newlyn, 
The Dale, T: 823097

Cllr Anna Williams, Glenholme, 
The Dale, 820035

Responsible Finance Officer:
Tony Payne,  
27 High Street.T: 822311

Clerk:  
bonsallclerk@googlemail.com, 

Report Of The Meeting 
On 15 November 



 Editorial Group: 19 High St. | e-mail: mutterings@hotmail.com | 9

POETRY CORNER

August 1915
In this day of our trial and struggle,
We raise our voices with pride
To sing of the men who are fighting.
And those who already have died.
To beat back that blood-thirsty brigand
(That eagle whose talons are red
With the blood of poor Women and Children
Whose husbands and fathers are dead.)
Our cause is a just one. We feel it.
And Belgian blood calls from the Sod
For vengeance. So Swift retribution
Must strike this blasphemer of God.
To Arms! Is the cry of our Empire,
Tis answered, South, East and Nor-West,
Our Colonies shout, “We are coming,”
“We’re coming , and bringing our best.”
Young manhood of England your duty
Is clear. Will you answer the call?
Will you Stand in the ranks with our heroes?
Will you fill up the gaps when they fall?
To the worker at home, it is given
To Stand by, and relieve in their need
Those dear ones, who giving, have given their all
There are Heroines and Heroes indeed.
Give a Song and a cheer for our brothers 
who dare
March away to the front Side by Side.
Whilst we pray for their safety and speedy 
return
We will NEVER forget “Those who died”.

Bonsall Poet
William Gregory was born 1867 in Bonsall. He married Ada 
Fern in 1896 at St James Apostle, Bonsall. They had two 
children, Ada born 1898 and Raymond in 1903, and they 
lived on Ember Lane in 1901. By 1911 William, Ada and 
Raymond lived at Little London, Holloway. In 1871 the 
family was on Yeoman Street, in 1881 on Long Lane and in 
1891 at the Cross. William was working at the age of 14 as 
a Merino weaver, and worked in the trade all his life, most 
likely at John Smedley’s when they were in Holloway.

These poems and back-ground information were sent to us by a friend whose family may have had some historical con-tact with the poet. We wondered if anyone can shed any light on them.
Ricky & Jeanette Moss

A Visit To Bonsall 
(written 7 March 1899)

The season of our holidays
Comes round to us once more
And some have sought the Cities throng
And some the breezy shore;
But I, who love the quiet lanes,
And scent of new mown hay,
Betook myself to Piggytown -
But short has been my Stay.

Arrived in Piggytown all right -
By waggonette or ‘bus -
When, hardly had I got me down
Than I was greeted thus:
“Heigh up, theer! Master, take yer time,
Just Caw an’ have a glass;”
I called and treated them all round,
‘Twas “brewery” alas!

When one, more sober than the rest,
Essayed to Show me round
This extraordinary village of
Fifteen bob in the pound.
It boasts a cross of ancient date
In ‘seventy restored;
And also fountains - but t’is long
Since water from them poured.

It boasts - or Shall I say there is? -
A Church, though much neglected,
But that is nothing new; in fact,
Its what I half expected.
But one thing - quite original
(I was almost forgetting)
Is an old tree stump, which Strange to say,
Is growing wire netting.
They have an association of
Pig Keepers and their friends,
Who make it all their business to
Look after their own ends.
One night they had a meeting, and
Dressed in a yokel’s Coat,
I went, joined in the argument,
And then, joined in the vote.

You see they’re not particular
As long as you agree
To help them stop progression
And cry “Economy”!
Thus ends my too brief holiday
And it finished with a wetting;
I’ll not forget the village where
A Thorn Tree grows wire netting.



10 | www.bonsallvillage.org

The School Christmas 
Fair and Play
has become a tradition, opening with singing 
including familiar carols and some less well 
known tunes. It was a real highlight and 
something everyone looks forward to. The fair 
was very successful and raised over £700 for 
the school PTFA funds. The school Christmas 
play this year was “The Good, The Bad and 
The Donkey,” featuring a unique twist on 
the Nativity. 

An Edward 
the First Long 
Cross Silver 
Penny

Hundreds i f  not thousands of 
objects, dating from Roman times, 
through the Middle Ages to the 
Victorian period have been found 
by metal detectorists. There was 
a slideshow, with some objects to 
handle, and the opportunity to talk 
to the two detectorists in the Village 
Hall on Tuesday 29 March. One of the 
finds – believed to be an Edward the 
First long cross silver penny, dating 
from 1272- 1307 .

Some of the Events 
This Year

School Inspection
The Church Inspection judged 

our school to be “an outstanding 
church school”. The report said that 

“Bonsall Church of England Primary is 
a welcoming, inclusive and nurturing 
school family where the well-being of the 
whole school community is a key priority”. 

100 YEARS AGO
Each month there has been 
a record of village men who died 
in World War I and other activities 
taking place in 1916.
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Lorry Car Park
The lorry park has been transformed! 
Thanks to a wonderful group of 
volunteers: Peter Spencer, who has 
done a tremendous job of cutting down 
self-seeded trees to open up the path to 
the church yard and school, aided by his 
trusted apprentice, Jon Barry. Thanks 
to Mark Harris, who has been involved 
in clearing the site and co-ordinating 
the work. Thanks also to Rick Jones, 
Mick Hewitt and Sam Hopkinson, and 
to Jono, Will and George of Valley View 
Landscapes who donated their time and 
machinery free of charge to clear the 
area and lay new stone.  Along with the 
donation of the stone from Ben Bennett 
Jnr Ltd at Grange Mill, thanks to Nichola 
Bacon (nee Marshall) who arranged 
this, and Richard and Brett Taylor who 
collected and delivered it free of charge. There Will Be a 2016 Carnival!

Following the note in February’s Mutterings, the Carnival AGM was very well 

attended and we welcomed eight new members to the Carnival Committee: 

Richard, Julie and Colin from Nether Green, Brett from Pounder Lane, Sam 

from Slaley, Jayne from Study Farm and Denise and Maggie from different 

ends of High St. 

Bus Service
Derbyshire County Council is proposing to withdraw all subsidised bus services in October 2017, which will include our Bonsall bus. There is a consultation questionnaire that needs to be filled in by Sunday 24 April 2016.

‘Raise the Roof’ Ride
Tony Falconer-White and Andrew ‘Mac’ 
McClennon are going to great lengths 
(911 miles to be exact) to raise money 
for Bonsall Primary School. They will 
be cycling from John O’Groats to Lands 
End over nine days in July. The money 
will be used for improving the school 
accommodation, and they would 
really like to ‘Raise the Roof’ with their 
fundraising efforts. 

Coins Around the Cross
The rain held off (mostly) for Coins around 
the Cross on Sunday 7 February. Thank you 
to everyone who helped on the day and all 
the lovely, generous people who popped over 
to donate their spare change. The coins didn’t 
just go around the cross but covered it from 
top to bottom, raising £149 for the school.

An Evening 
with Mac and 

Tony 
Tony and Mac will entertain 

you with the tale of their John 
O’Groats to Land’s End 
cycling journey complete 

with photographs, 
music and a quiz.
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Barrows News
So the very famous Bonsall Red Barrows 
completed their now final surprise gig 
of the year at RAF Scampton. Again 
uniforms were hung up, Barrows placed 
in their new weather-exposed hanger, 
aka a garden, and all went quiet in 
Barrow-land for a week. Then Red 1, 
fresh from a major overhaul, received 
an email which resulted in an excited 
high-pitched voice phone call to Red 
10 (me). Channel 4 wanted to know 
if we were interested in taking part in 
a TV programme they were shooting 
in October …. 30 minutes later we had 
a team put together for the show.

Treasure Hunt
The unique prize for the winners of this 
year’s T’Owd Man’s Treasure Hunt on 
Thursday 4 August was a carving  created 
and donated by Alan (Choc) Pugh. The 
Carnival Committee would like to offer 
a big thank you to the Allsop family for 
compiling this year’s Treasure Trail.Seniors’ Outing

On June 14, Bonsall Seniors set out 
for a meal at the Moorlands. They were 
then taken on a sightseeing tour to 
Stannage Edge, returning to the Hassop 
railway cafe for afternoon tea. 

Housing 
Development in 
Uppertown
Robert Coggins, Head of Housing 
at DDDC, attended the Parish 

Council meeting on the planning 
appl icat ion for affordable 
housing. Two applications 
have been made for the site 
in Bonsall. Mostly there is 
opposition to the project so 

far.  Twelve families in Bonsall 
are currently registered with 

a housing need. The housing 
would be allocated to people with 
a clear five-year connection to the 
village.  He reported that of the 6 or 
7 sites which had been submitted 
in response to the call for land, 
the only suitable site was the land 
at Chestnut Farm. 

Street Drumming
What about a bash at drumming? How 
about some mad foot-stomping? Maybe 
six free workshops? Then Go Wild at 
Carnival Time? If you’re any age and 
are at all curious, we’d like to hear from 
you. TEXT “more info” to 07414 845 925 
or call 825267

Some of the Events 
This Year

Bonsall 
Horticultural 
Show 
Just a reminder to 
all budding growers, 
cooks, wine-makers, 
bread-makers, crafters, 
knitters, sowers, flower arrangers, 
photographers and not forgetting 
the new junior classes that 
children can try their hand 
at – and of course, your support 
at the auction in the evening! 

Harvest 
Auction

We would like to thank 
Charlie and Kath, Canon 
Orford, all the people who 
donated goods and all the 

people who supported 
the auction, raising 

a total of £1610. 
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Answers to crossword no. 78
Across:  5 &12d.  President of the 
U.S.A. 8. Keys. 9. Elephant. 10. D. 
Trump. 11. Trowel (trow = old form + E 
for English and middle letter of middle.) 
13. Make-up. 15. Dative. 16. H. Clinton. 
18. Etna. 19. Speakeasy. Down: 1. 
Pressure. 2. Asleep. 3. Advert. 4. Inch. 
6. Test Match. 7. Intervene. (nt = both 
sides of the.) 12. See 5ac. 14. Pitman. 
15. Donkey. 17. Imps.

CROSSWORD  No 79

Across:
5. See 14d.
8. See 10ac.
9. Doing things?  No, quite the opposite! 
(8)
10 & 8. Poulets that feature in 14,15,5? 
(5,4)
11. Oils spilt accidentally around first of 
December. (6)
13. Stinging insect heard chasing bird.  
Buzz off! (4,2)
15. Sweetie that is expensive at the outset. 
(6)
16. Dispatch part of topside liver yes-
terday. (8)
18. Pulls guts out? (4)
19. Love-god? It turns into a wild flower! 
(9)

Down:
1. Cliché that is often used in Turkey 
during 14,15,5 (8)
2. Polish?  Sounds Scandinavian. (6)
3. Holy man sat up, furious about Liberal. 
(2,4)
4. Point of stirring teas? (4)
6. Revel backfires after drugs.  Speed?  
This will help to control it. (4-5)
7. Features in 14,15,5. - or vibrates? (4,5)
12. Tear about in regular sport event (de-
tailed part of 14,15,5)
14, 15 and 5c. Tempestuous first love-
match was seedy, lost energy, but led to a 
period of festivities. (6,4,2,9)
17. Head of International Development of 
Literacy is a hero. (4)

Answer to Collective nouns: A Rafter (unless they are all males, in which case it is a ‘Posse’) 

Xmas Collective Nouns
What is the collective noun for turkeys?

Put your answers through the letterbox of The Old Rectory by 
10 January and the first pulled out of a hat gets two bottles of wine. 

Please note that the prize is for this edition only!
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Window cleaning
Pure water reach and wash pole service 
for residential or commercial proper-
ties. Ladder cleaning, gutter clearing 
house cleaning and car washing. 
Tel: 07773 637805 or 07531 485806

Holiday Cottages
Chestnut Farm, Uppertown. Five 
cottages can accommodate between 
2 and 10 people. Phone Mike Nutting 
for details on 779 9516128.

Picture Framing
Market Place, Wirksworth. Complete 
bespoke service, you name it we frame 
it, over 100 different mouldings in stock, 
very competitively priced. Mon to Sat 
open 10 to 5; closed on Weds. Tel 824994

Photography by Ian Daisley
Family portraits, weddings, motorcycles, 
landscapes, tuition & private commis-
sions. Tel. 07918 687624.  
www.iandaisleyphotography.com 
www.probikeart.co.uk 
www.highstonegallery.co.uk

Cleaning and Gardening 
Local professional cleaner and 
gardener offering domestic cleaning 
and light garden work. Regular 
visits, one-off cleans and holiday cot-
tages. Fully insured and references 
available. For more details please 
call Lindy on 07590 020886.

Usborne Books
Usborne Books is one of the lead UK 
children’s publishers. If you would 
like to host a party or buy a book 
then please get in contact with me. 
Deborah Pearson 0788 7805643

Registered Childminder 
I am an OFSTED registered childminder 
in Slaley, NNEB qualified with 
many years experience working 
with Early Years. I have vacancies 
from the beginning of September. 
Monday – Friday, 8am – 6pm. Please feel 
free to call me for a chat and/or a visit. 
Emma 01629 820252

CLASSIFIED ADS

EDITORIAL GROUP
FREE/FOR SALE

Hazel Baldwin                 824724

Maggie Duggins                 825228

Peter Fellows                  825267

Karen Firth                823311

Julie Hamilton                  824819

Tanya Ivanova    0785 6247235

Nina Langton                 823736

Pam McInally                  826306

Ricky & Jeanette Moss                826557

Please send us your news, views, stories 
and diary events by 18 January to: 
Editorial Group, 19 High St. or by e-mail 
to  mutterings @ hotmail.com

Boxed and classified adverts are regarded 
as commercial advertising and attract 
a fee. Please call Peter Fellows for infor-
mation about rates and lineage. 
Copy for commercial advertising must be 
with us by the tenth of the month before 
you wish the advert to be placed. 
Items for sale and wanted are free to 
villagers and can be submitted to mut-
terings@hotmail.com or hand-written to 
19 High St.

EDITORIAL POLICY
We welcome news, views and letters on 
any topic provided they are attributed to 
an author. We review all items for obvious 
libellous or offensive material, but we 
cannot check for factual content. 
Please do not send letters which are 
“not for publication”. If you have strong 
feelings about what is or is not said in 
Mutterings, please either write to us or 
join the group of volunteers who enable 
the production of this village newsletter. 
Back issues of T’Owd Man’s Mutterings 
can be found on the Bonsall Village 
website – www.bonsallvillage.org. Please 
note that your articles will appear on the 
website and can be picked up by search 
engines.

Eurohike Adventure 602 large rucksack 
available for FREE. Approximately 
65cm x 30cm, 60L capacity (?), with 
separate compartments and multiple 
external pouches/pockets. Used for DofE 
expeditions but not used subsequently. Tel 
Jeanette 826557


