
In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken 
to Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old 

Ball Eye mine at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering

Issue 164

October 2017

The source of the disruption, extra expense and 
wasted time for Bonsall residents - shoring up a 
garden wall on the Via Gellia at Cromford (see Page 5)
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CHURCH DIARY

CHURCH 
FLOODLIGHT-

ING

October
St James
1      9.30 am Harvest Eucharist
8      9.30 am Sanctuary
15    11.00 am Morning worship
22    9.30 am Eucharist
29    10.30 am service at the Village  
        Life Church
The Harvest Supper will be on 
Wednesday 4 October at 7.00 pm at 
the Wesleyan Reform Chapel. The 
price will be £3.50 for a pie, peas 
and pudding. Please ring Norma on 
826350 if you would like to come.

Village Life Church
Sunday 10:30 am Morning Worship, 
10:30 am UNO Sunday School
Monday 6:00 pm Prayer Meeting
Tuesday 2:00 pm Craft Club
Wednesday  7:00 pm House group
Sunday Funday Family Service is 
on Sunday 22 October from 10:30 - 
11:30 am followed by lunch.
Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday 
31 October from 10:00 am to 12:00 
pm. A warm welcome to everybody.

Bonsall Wesleyan 
Reform Chapel 
(The Dale)
Sunday Services during 
October are at 6.15 pm
Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday 
8 October 6.15 pm 
Harvest Sale Monday 9 
October 4.30 pm
Cuppa & Cake Friday 20 
October 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Please see Notice Board for 
other events .
All are welcome to join with us.

Wirksworth Team Ministry
Serving: All Saints’ Alderwasley, St James’ Bonsall, All 
Saints’ Bradbourne, All Saints’ Elton, St James’ Brassington, 
St Margaret’s Carsington, Holy Trinity Kirk Ireton, St James’ 
Idridgehay, Holy Trinity Middleton, St Mary’s Wirksworth

Contact: The Team Office, Parish Rooms, St Mary’s Gate, Wirksworth, 
DE4 4DQ 
Tel/Fax 01629 824707, email: teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk.  
www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk 

I recently asked a group of young people 
“whose job is it to look after the poor 
and those in need in our country today?” 
I received the usual responses, such 
as the Government, the police, doctors 
and nurses, but I noticed that not one 
of them had the thought that perhaps 
they had a responsibility to help. Well is 
it our responsibility? Isn’t it the person 
in need who should get themselves out 
of poverty? Shouldn’t they just get a job, 
get a life, and get on with it? Why should 
we help? The truth of the matter is this: 
the Government, the NHS and the police 
force, despite their best efforts, do not 
have the money or resources to help the 
poorest and most vulnerable people in 
our society. And sadly they themselves 
are usually unable to help themselves. 
Most people born in to poverty remain 
that way. So I ask the question again. 
“Whose job is to look after the poor and 
those in need in our country today?”
There is so much need around us. Over 
250,000 people are homeless in The U.K. 
Over one million users of foodbanks, 
elderly people who can’t get a place in 
a care home, 15,000 asylum seekers 
each year. And a whole plethora of other 
major issues that affect millions people 
on a daily basis. As a Christian, I am 
convinced that I have a responsibility 
to help those in need. The bible says 
‘And do not forget to do good and to 
share with those in need, for with such 
sacrifices (worship) God is pleased. 
(Hebrews 13:16). But what about those 
of us without this personal conviction? 
What about those of us who either don’t 
believe or aren’t sure where they are at in 
regards their belief in God? Do you have 
a responsibility to the poor and needy?
Well I believe yes. John Donne famously 
quoted ‘no man is an island’, meaning 
that society does not work when we 
just focus on our own lives and our own 
needs. And this wonderful country that 
we live in has a rich history of caring 
for the welfare of others; we need to 
continue to champion this rich tradition.
So what can we do? Find a need that 
you are passionate about, and find out 
what you can do. There are so many 
charities, waiting for eager people to 
pledge their time, money and energy 
to fight worthwhile causes in this 
world. Why don’t you join them?
October, as I am sure you know, is 
the month we celebrate Halloween. 

CHURCH NEWS

Fred Peake is remembered this month 
by his sister, Claudine Balmer, especially 
on the 19th and she and all the family 
remember her mother, Betsy Ellison, at 
this time. Doreen Rickards and family, 
through the lighting, remember Ian, 
Millie, Isaac and Peter, especially during 
the third week of October. The 22nd 
of October brings special thoughts of 
Nora and Frank Seedhouse for all their 
family. Jenny Webster and family have 
in mind at this time her mother, Joan, 
and father, Keith, whose birthday was 
the 27th of this month. October 28 is the 
time of this month when Louis Pearson 
particularly remembers Alice and Guy. 
John Sewry

Catholic Church 
Services

Our Lady and St. Teresa 
of Lisieux

Gorsey Bank, Wirksworth
Mass Sundays 9 am, Holy Days 7 pm.  

Service of Holy Communion every 
Wednesday morning at 10 am.

Contact Fr. Joseph Keogh  
(01773 743336)

Our Lady and 
St. Joseph Church

Bank Rd, Matlock
Mass times Saturdays 6 pm,  

Sundays 8.30 am & 10.30 am.  
Holy Days 9.30 am & 7 pm.  

Daily Mass Mondays and Fridays 7 pm. 
Tuesdays – Thursdays 9.30 am.  
Sacrament of Reconciliation –  

Fridays 6.30–7 pm, Saturdays 10.30–
11 am, Adoration Thursdays  
and Fridays 7 am – 11 pm

Contact Fr. Bernard Needham (582804)
There is a fortnightly newsletter listing 

ongoing events. 
On Sundays breakfast is available 

in the church hall after the 8.30 Mass 
and tea/coffee and biscuits after 
the 10.30 Mass. All are welcome.

Now don’t worry, I am not going to do 
the churchy thing of proclaiming how 
evil it is. The only thing I do want to 
highlight is that as consumers we will 
spend approximately £350 million on 
this spooky celebration. All I’m saying 
is if we have that amount of disposable 
income to spend on excessive sugar 
and plastic tat for one evening, then 
shouldn’t we be able to match with our 
giving to actual needs in our society. 
So whose job is to help the poor and 
needy in our country today? I believe 
the answer is all of us. And I encourage 
you to have open eyes of compas-
sion, and a passion to help others.
Pastor Matthew Quinn
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Auto Engineering
18 Yeoman Street

Service and MOT
preparation

All makes of vehicle

Tel: 824537/822708
Fax: 01629 822708

coffees were served and the Seniors 
boarded the coach for the return 
journey amid a rendition of ‘Ernie, 
who drove the fastest milk cart 
in the west’! Hopefully everyone 
enjoyed the day and we look forward 
to future events with you all. 

Just a reminder that the Xmas party 
date will be 6 December and will be 
away from the village. Invitations will 
be distributed during October - places 
are limited to around 50 people so book 
early to avoid disappointment. Finally, 

Village Hall Autumn Fair
The Village Hall Autumn Fair is from 10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon on Saturday 
4 November. Last year, the attendance was slightly better. Let’s improve this 
year! Please find a few minutes to attend, enjoy some refreshments and spend 
a couple of quid. This is an important annual fundraiser for the Village Hall 
funds. Remember the Hall belongs to the village and is run by a voluntary 
committee. If you want a stall at the 
fair, please phone me on 823591. New 
committee members are most welcome.
Leigh Johnson Treasurer & Trustee
Bonsall Village Hall Committee

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
Bonsall Seniors’ Outing

On Thursday 31 August at 10.45 
am., the Glovers coach arrives and 
48 Bonsall Seniors ascend the steps 
for the annual outing. A short ride 
through the beautiful Derbyshire 
Dales ensued, to arrive at Fairways 
Garden Centre where our party 
disembarked to view the myriad 
plants, produce, gifts and clothing, 
or merely took solitude in a coffee, 
a cake and a chat in the cafeteria. 
Sincere apologies, however, must go 
to dear Linda Wells on this choice of 
venue – it must have been like taking 
‘Coals to Newcastle’ for her - sorry!

Our onward journey continued and 
wild, but unsuccessful, guesses were 
flowing from our passengers as they 
attempted to predict our next, and 
main, destination. These ranged 
from McDonalds, Burger King or 
the prison at Sudbury, but all was 
revealed as we arrived in Derby at 
the Hallmark Midland Hotel. Our party 
was ushered into the bar to take 
refreshments and, after a short while, 
we were guided into the dining room. 
But wait, to everyone’s surprise, who 
should be welcoming our party but 
none other than – you’ve guessed 
it – Basil Fawlty from Fawlty Towers!

On entering the room all the ladies 
received a kiss and a welcoming 
embrace from Basil – and some of the 
gents too I think! From this point in 
the afternoon, the ‘Sybil Strikes Back’ 
Murder Mystery began and through fits 
of laughter, mirth and contrived chaos, 
audience participation, and eating a 
two-course hot meal, the Seniors were 
tasked to search for clues, answer 
a quiz, write a limerick and uncover 
who had ‘murdered’ poor Polly. Was 
it Basil, Sybil or Manuel? Who had 
the motive to do such a deed? Only 
you will know if you were there!

Following the afternoon’s merriment, 

thanks must go to all who continue to 
support both the Carnival Stall and the 
recent Horticultural Show in so many 
ways. The committee appreciates 
all your help – thank you again.
Ron Brown for the Bonsall 
Seniors Committee   

Xmas greetings
Don’t forget to 
send your greet-
ings in time for the 
December issue of 
Mutterings (dead-
line 22 November)
Editors



4 | www.bonsallvillage.org

year! Copies of the tips can be 
obtained from Linda Cauldwell 
at 39 High Street (823790).
From the entries received, it was 
good to see some new faces 
entering the fray and in doing so 
provide extra competition too. 
The evening auction was again 
presided over by Mr John Barry, 
who does an excellent job year 
on year. However he is closely 
monitored by the committee, who 
are ready to hand out a yellow 
or red card in the event of any 
misdemeanours! Seriously though, he 
does a good job and provides a lot of 
humour on the night. Thank you John.
Our thanks must also go to the families 
and supporters who attend and enter in 
to the spirit of the auction and for their 
generous contributions to the sale. 
Ron Brown, Bonsall 
Seniors Committee 

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
Bonsall Horticultural Show 

WOW - what a turn out! Record 
numbers of entries in all classes, 
standards of exhibits extremely high, 
and what was especially pleasing 
was the quantity of exhibits and the 
effort and skills displayed by the 
children of the village – the variety 
and technical ability shown was 
outstanding, so well done to you all.   
While other local shows unfortunately 
no longer exist, our show continues to 
grow and it is all down to the residents 
of this village taking the time and 
making the effort to exhibit products 
and produce. With support such as 
this, the future and longstanding tradi-
tion of Bonsall’s Horticultural Show is 
safe in your hands for many years to 
come. Thanks to all who contribute in 
so many ways by exhibiting or sup-
porting the evening auction of produce. 
The vegetable classes were well sup-
ported this year with a good variety of 
produce. There were some outstanding 
exhibits of handcrafted products and 
our judges were amazed both at the 
quantity and quality of all the cookery, 
jam, chutney and wine-making sec-
tions. Indeed, for those interested, 
since the show our W.I. judges have 
supplied a sheet of tips related to jam 
and chutney recipes that may give an 
insight into pointers they are looking for 
when judging. This has been supplied 
in no way as a criticism, but as an aid 
to help anyone who may be interested 
to improve further. It looks like the 
standards could be even higher next 

A new faith organisation moves into 
Bonsall (Photo from W. Bullar)

Cromford Garage
MOT, Service and 

Repairs to all makes 
of vehicles

Now selling & 
repairing tyres

Book in on 01629 823043 
or 07885 879652
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VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

ROBIN MAYCOCK FAMILY
BUTCHERS & BAKERS

FREE HOME DELIVERIES 
TO BONSALL EVERY FRIDAY 

MORNING.

Beef, Lamb, Pork, Free range Chicken,
10 varieties of sausage, Meat pies,  

Ready Meals, Puddings, Cheese, Eggs 
Fruit & Veg 

& much much more

OUTSIDE CATERING 
OUR SPECIALITY

Call 01629 534333 for a brochure
& product list or view our website 

at www.robinmaycockbutchers.co.uk 
We also supply the Barley Mow Inn

with meat for their wonderful  
bar meal menu. 

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL TEA 
ROOMS, OPEN DAILY FOR 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, HOT AND 
COLD DRINKS, CAKES ETC.

MONTHLY THEME NIGHTS

 PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS

Comfortable B&B  
accomodation 
and holiday 
apartment

1 Yeoman Street, Bonsall,  
DE4 2AA Tel: 01629 824814 

www.thefountainbonsall.co.uk 
enquiries@thefountainbonsall.co.uk

GARETH BLOOD
CHIMNEY RE-LINING

STOVES FITTED

01629 825533

Via Gellia closure

(Photos from Maggie 
Duggins)

Cover photo: Peter 
Fellows

Cost of the Via Gellia closure

Not counting the expected thousands 
of pounds in lost trade to businesses 
such as Mill Tyres, the Woodside 
Café and the Fountain Tearooms, the 
financial and environmental costs to 
Bonsall residents of the eight-week 
Via Gellia closure are likely to be very 
significant. The diversion to Cromford 
through Middleton adds five miles 
each way to the journey, so assuming 
an average speed of 35 mph, the 10-
mile return journey takes an extra 17 
minutes. With (a very conservative) 
80 cars making this journey each 
day, it represents 23 wasted hours 
per day or 920 hours over the 40-day 
closure. The wear and tear on vehicles 
is increased by the additional 32,000 
miles that will need to be travelled and, 
environmentally, the additional journey 
times will consume an extra 23 gallons 
of fuel per day (assuming 35 mpg) or 
a wasted 914 gallons over the eight 

weeks, worth 
about £1100.
Peter Fellows  
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VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD

Carl Taylor
Local

Builder and Roofer

Roof repairs to full 
roofs

Extensions to new 
builds, conservatory 

bases.
Patios, garden walls 

etc.
Free estimates

01629 823704
0779 1161919

The Kings head

Monday: 6.00 pm–12.00 am
Tuesday–Friday: 12.00 –3.00 pm 
and 5.30 pm–12.00 am 

Saturday & Sunday: 12.00 
pm–12.00 am

Oct 8th,7.30 pm onwards 
Harvest Festival

Dave Grant ReturnsSat 7th
 Live Music    

Karaoke with Tony
Sat 27th

Mark Haywood

Anne Marie

Sat 14th

Sat 21st

 Live Music    

 Live Music    

— come along 
and welcome him to Bonsall

— always a good night

Wednesday

Steak
Night

2x 10oz Sirloins 
from The Pig’s Tale 
and a bottle of 
wine for 

£32.95

All donations welcome – please 
come along and support local 
charities. And join in the fun!

— if you have not heard her sing before 
you should come along

The fantastic

DE4 2AA
01629 822703

The photo shows a church group 
camping in Bonsall in 1945. My Mother 

and Grandmother are in the photo. 

Nigel Skellern

Carnival 2017

After months of planning and a week’s 
hard work by the committee and 
friends we had another great carnival, 
with another dry day for Saturday’s 
festivities! Charles Hanson was very 
complimentary about the event and 
enjoyed taking part with his family. 
After a week of activities, we were 
treated to yet another spectacular 
Friday night of lanterns and fireworks. 
The committee is glad to report that 
we will be able to make a contribution 
to the second defibrillator in the 
village and will let you know the exact 
amount once we have the accounts 
settled. Thank you to all who helped, 
donated time, or scones etc. and in 
the New Year, when it all starts all 
over again, it would be great to see 
some new faces either on the Carnival 
Committee or around during the week 
to lend a hand. Any questions do ask. 
Marion 821816,The Queens Head.

History Group

After a break over the summer, the 
History Group will meet on Tuesday 
October  10 at 7.30 pm in the Kings 
Head. There are two  books to discuss: 
reprinting the second edition of Bonsall 
- a village and its history; and planning 
the preparation of Bonsall within living 
memory. 

Peter Fellows

Harvest Auction 

The auction will be on 8 October, 
at 7.30 pm in the Kings Head. 
All donations welcome – please 
bring them to the pub during the 
afternoon or evening before the 
auction. Come along and support 
local charities and join in the fun!
Cathy Cable

T’Owd Man T-shirts
100% cotton, relaxed fit, colours black, 
navy blue and natural cotton. S M & 
L generous sizing. £15. To try on and 
buy, phone or text 07989 597811 or 
email Mutterings and emails will be 
forwarded to me. 
Claire Taylor.
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100 YEARS AGO
Thomas Gratton’s parents, Benjamin 
and Mary, moved around Bonsall 
village from Uppertown to High Street 
and then onto Greenhill. Thomas 
worked first as a platelayer on the 
Midland Railway and then as an engine 
driver at Smart’s basalt quarry. Around 
the time he enlisted, in Derby, he 
married Clara Walker from Cromford 
and moved to 42 Cromford Hill. He 
served with the Sherwood Foresters 
as a rifleman before being transferred 
to the 10th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles. 
This regiment took part in the Battle of 
Passchendaele (3rd Battle of Ypres). 
The regiment arrived as a reserve force 
on the 2 August, after a long march 
in heavy rain through mud 18 inches 
deep and under shell fire, but were 
immediately ordered to relieve brigades 
occupying captured German positions. 
There they endured constant shelling 
of the trenches and walkways over the 
muddy ground, and it rained every day. 
Thomas died from shell fire in quagmire 
conditions on the 5 August 1917 and 
his body was never recovered. He was 
aged 39 and his name appears on both 
Bonsall and Cromford War memorials.

Joseph Bunting had lived on Arter 
Hill with his mother Emma Elizabeth 
and stepfather George Millward 
and eight siblings. Joseph originally 
worked at Masson Mill and then was 
a platelayer on the Midland Railway. 
He married Emily in 1912 but they 
had no children and lived in the Dale. 
He enlisted with the Railway Battalion 
Royal Engineers in March 1917 and 
after training went to Belgium with the 
264th Railway Company. The Railway 
Companies laid light rails from the main 
railway lines to the front to ease the 
transport of supplies. On the 16th this 

work was continuing near Oosthoek 
in Belgium, despite an attack and 
shell fire, which killed one sapper and 
injured 16. One of these was Joseph 
who died the next day from shrapnel 
wounds. He died five months after 
enlisting on August 17 1917, aged 37.

On Sunday 2 September, the rail-
ways produced another tragedy for 
Bonsall when Arnold Poundall (18), 
son of William and Martha Poundall 
of Clatterway, a platelayer, was with 
a working gang of 30 men in the 
charge of Henry Massey (Greenhill) 
and Charles Fern, both of Bonsall, 
who were over a mile through Peak 
Forest Tunnel at Dove Holes when 
they strayed from the blocked line 
onto the active line and were struck 
by a train. Enos Mycroft (19) of 
Starkholmes was killed and Arnold 
was found with his right leg practi-
cally severed. This was amputated in 
Stockport Royal infirmary but he died 
of shock. George Stevenson Gilbert 
(18), from Church Style, Bonsall had 
severe scalp wounds but survived.

On 8 September, Memorial services 
were held in the Church in the morning 
for Arnold Poundall and on the same 
day in the evening for Sapper Joseph 
Bunting and Private Thomas Gratton.

The Council dealt with an offer from 
Herbert Smith ‘to have the grass 
eating off the Park’ but decided they 
would have to ask the Rector and, 
as it was set apart for the recreation 
of children, they thought it would 
be rather a danger to have cattle 
there. And as it was poor land close 
to the rock, it looked like being 
more trouble than it was worth.

INSURANCE
THAT’S ON YOUR
DOORSTEP

Call our branch
in Matlock on
01629 582 025

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

High quality local builders.
Architect approved.

Fully qualified.
30 years experience.

If it is a new build, extension,
restoration or repair .

Contact RICHARD WEBSTER
on 01629 824724

Mob 07812 348283

Bonsall School PTFA

I am writing as joint Chair of our village 
school’s PTFA. Associations like ours 
do wonderful work to raise funds for 
schools whose budgets are annually 
stretched further and further. Here in 
Bonsall, there are repeated annual 
costs that we raise money for; coach 
transport for example. Then there 
are major fundraising schemes, most 
recently for the ongoing conversion of 
the Rectory Room into an educational 
space. Some events are low key, raise 
only a little money, but are planned to 
also be an enjoyable and inexpensive 
family experience - the last magic 
show for example. Some take more 
time to plan and execute in order to 
raise as much as possible, such as the 
Summer Fair and the Auction. As with 
all groups, it is lovely to have a good 
number to help in whatever small way 
they can. Many of the parents are busy 
working and being parents, so if there 
any others in the village, like me, with 
a little more freedom, who would like 
to be a friend to our school and the 
children who attend, by giving a little 
time, (we meet about every two months 
to plan events) or by baking a few 
scones, or helping Father Christmas 
with his presents, then do give me a 
ring on 821816. Our next meeting is on 
Friday 13 October at 3.45 pm in school.
Marion Heasman

School vacancy
An ‘After School Leader’ at Bonsall 
School from 30 October. Monday to 
Thursdays, during school terms, from 
3.10 pm - 5.30 pm. Applications and 
details from Gill Wood, School Secre-
tary at info@bonsallschool.derbyshire.
sch.uk or Tel. 822573.
Ann Hambly
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100 YEARS AGO

 

  

 
 

 

The Surveyor, Mr Farnesworth, 
reported that in the past five weeks the 
roads had been attended to. The heavy 
storms of late had made it necessary 
to repair the roads. The team work 
was proceeding satisfactorily, the 
horse recently bought by the Council 
being at work regularly. He had given 
instructions for the repair of the 
snowplough. The scavenging of the 
district had been carried out effectively.

The next question dealt with the forma-
tion of a local Food Control Committee.
On this, the Chairman said it seemed to 
be a big undertaking. He did not know 
whether they would be better served 
by this or not. In Bonsall they had 
been well-served with food. Their local 
tradesmen had made great efforts to 
supply them, he understood. Of course 
this was a Government Order and they 
looked forward to uniting with their help 
to assist in ending the war as far as 
they could. He thought they would have 
to fall into line and appoint a committee 
and do whatever they could to carry 
out the wishes of the Government.

Mr Harrison (shopkeeper) said he 
thought they would welcome anything 
that would improve the existing state 
of things. The food problem was one 
that had been getting worse. Some 
articles had been almost unobtainable 
in some districts, not exactly through 
shortage but through lack of transport. 
And if this scheme by which the local 
authorities were asked to assist would 
bring about a better state of things they 
would do their best to make it a suc-
cess (Hear, hear). While they in Bonsall 
had not suffered as much as some 
places, still there had been a great
difficulty in getting supplies here at 
all adequate to the need. He hoped 
this new system would improve it 

and it would turn out a success as 
far as that Council was concerned. 
Whatever committee was formed 
every member of the Council would 
do his best to make it succeed.
As to the election of a lady and a 
labour representative, the Chairman 
remarked that they had a labour 
representative on the Council in Mr 
Gratton. The Clerk asked what they 
would do about the lady member.
The Chairman: We shall have to be 
very careful about that (Laughter).
Mr Harrison said the War Savings 
Committee had worked very well 
and the lady appointed was Miss 
Hartle. Miss Hartle had done the 
work excellently. The Chairman 
moved Miss Hartle be elected.

George Macintosh, son of George 
and Frances ne Bunting from Yeoman 
Street, also worked on the Midland 
Railway as a labourer and he played 
football for St James team. He was a 
private in the 2/6th Battalion, Sherwood 
Foresters. The battalion spent August 
and early September training for trench 
attacks. On 24 September, they went 
into the front line at the Ypres salient 
and, in an early morning attack on the 
26th, achieved their objective taking 
prisoners and capturing equipment. 
On the 27th the Germans counter-
attacked and severe fighting ensued, 
during which George was killed. His 
body was never recovered. His com-
manding officer wrote to his mother: 
“.. he was such a noble fellow and an 
excellent soldier. He died whilst with 
us in the front line, gallantly going 
forward to capture a position. He 
did not know what fear was and his 
example of fearless and stern courage 
served as an incentive to the rest of 
the Company.” He was aged 21.
Peter Greaves

NOW THAT WE HAVE YOUR FULL ATTENTION, 
HEREʼS WHY YOU SHOULD POP DOWN 

TO THE BARLEY MOW IN BONSALL...

LOCAL ALES
3 OR MORE LOCAL ALES ON TAP
HOME COOKED FOOD
LARGE CHOICE OF HOME COOKED, HIGH
QUALITY LOCALLY SOURCED FOOD
ENTERTAINMENT
EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT.  LIVE BANDS AND 
ACOUSTIC SESSIONS
GREAT ATMOSPHERE
JOIN A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE AND EVEN
MEET THE LOCAL ALIENS!

VISIT BARLEYMOWBONSALL.CO.UK
FOR THE LATEST EVENTS / MENUS / OPENING TIMES

VOTED 3RD BEST MUSIC PUB
IN AND AROUND DERBYSHIRE

RATED 5/5 ON TRIPADVISOR
Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or requests 
of the Parish Council, they should 
ideally be raised in Public Participation 
section of the monthly meeting. 

If however there is an urgent matter, 
while individual councillors will try 
to assist, a direct response is better 
achieved by contacting the Clerk to 
the Parish Council directly:

Chair: Cllr Mark Harris, Stepping 
Lodge, Bell Lane, T: 820285

Vice-Chair: Cllr Denise Pountain  
6 High Street. T. 822708

Councillors:
Cllr Phil Addis, Dale House, 
The Dale. T 826309
Cllr Mike Richardson, 26 
Yeoman Street 826678
Cllr Jon Barry, Ivy Cottage, Bell 
Lane, T: 07866 750636

Cllr Richard Grover 
Nethergreen House, Clatterway 
865604

Cllr Michael Hewitt, Newlyn, 
The Dale, T: 823097

Cllr Anna Williams, Glenholme, 
The Dale, 820035

Clerk and Responsible 
Finance Officer:
Tony Payne,  
27 High Street.T: 822311; 
Mob. 07941358183;  
bonsallclerk@gmail.com
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PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the meeting 
on 19 September 

Closure of the Via Gellia
During public speaking, concern 
was expressed that the repair work 
at Chapel Hill was not seven days a 
week; noise issues for neighbouring 
properties were said to be the reason 
for this. Also the reason that had 
been given as to why plant could not 
be moved off the road at weekends 
was that it required a specialist 
transporter (the tracks would damage 
the road surface) and it would take 
too much time to clear the site. 
There was a report of a delay in an am-
bulance reaching the village; the crew 
were said to be unaware of the closure, 
or of alternative routes, and had to be 
directed out of the village. The ambu-
lance service was being contacted to 
find out why this had happened, and it 
was agreed to ask the County Council 
for confirmation that all emergency 
services had been made aware of the 
closure (they have since confirmed 
that this was done in August).

Future of the Park
The Clerk reported on a recent 
phone conversation with the Head 
of Property at the Diocese on the 
outcome of the Diocese’s Business 
Committee meeting of 5 September:
• The Business Committee had been 
made aware of the results of the 
questionnaire process and of the 
petition (the copy set of 267 question-
naires was made available to them). 
Through this and conversations with 
local clergy who have got involved, 
and as a result of the publicity etc., 
the Diocese have taken on board the 
strength of feeling on this subject; 
• It was stated that the Diocese has 
no intentions of developing the land 
but need to protect the assets and 
ensure that the land is disposed 
of in accordance with Charity Act 
requirements at best value; 
• The Diocese wants to offer a lease 
on the terms previously discussed 
but with a break clause of five 
years as against 6 or 12 months; 
• To create certainty for planning 
the carnival, and for other uses of 
the land, they would notify us two 
years before the five year clause 
expired, as to whether or not they 
intended to apply the break clause 
(so if not we would then be certain 
of a further seven year period); 
• The break clause would only apply 
to the vehicle park and not the rec-
reation ground (this would help with 
grant applications for play equipment 
etc. for the recreation ground); 
• The Diocese does not want to sell 
the land at present to the Parish or 

a Trust and it is keen to progress 
with a lease so that they have im-
mediate certainty as to how it will 
be disposed of and managed; 
• However, the Diocese is not 
ruling out the possibility of a sale 
at some time in the future, and 
would agree a lease clause allowing 
it to be terminated to allow sale 
(subject to a requirement that it be 
for permanent recreational use); 
A final decision on this will be taken by 
the Bishop’s Council on 2 October.
After discussion it was agreed:
• To welcome in principle the im-
proved terms of the lease that had 
been offered by the Diocese and 
to proceed with discussions with 
a view to entering a lease on that 
basis (subject to the following);
• To request a further rent reduction 
bearing in mind the maintenance 
and other costs that the Parish 
would be expected to bear;
• To request that the Parish 
Council or any village community 
trust  be offered first refusal on 
any future disposal of the land;
• To request that the lease includes 
provision for it to be terminated to 
allow sale to the Parish or a Trust, and 
provision for assignment of the lease 
in the future  to any village community 
trust set up to manage the land.

The final results of the 282 question-
naires received were reported. The 
final return had been submitted to 
the Diocese. The outcome, and 
support of the village in completing 
the questionnaire, was welcomed.

Public toilets 
Tim Braunt from DDDC outlined op-
tions for future management of the 
toilets. This was being examined as 
part of a cost-saving exercise. Transfer 
to the Parish Council was one option 
(although there was a question as to 
the legal title of the land as the District 
Council at present did not have title 
deeds). Running costs were currently 
£500 a year (excluding the Parish 
Council cleaning), with approximately 
£2000 worth of backlog repairs 
identified. If transferred there would 
be a one-off payment, currently set at 
£3000. DDDC would be fitting a device 
on the doors to measure usage. DDDC 
would be making a decision on the 
future of all WCs in the District at their 
December meeting; individuals were 
encouraged to complete the online 
questionnaire and the Parish Council 
was asked to forward views before the 
meeting. It was agreed to defer this for 
full discussion at the October meeting.

District Councillors
Joyce Pawley, tel: 01629 825431 
joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Garry Purdy Tel: 823636 
garry.purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillor
Irene Ratcliffe, tel: 823023 
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Patrick McLoughlin, Derbys Dales 
consituency, tel: 020 7219 3511, 
House of Commons, London, 
SW1A 0AA 
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk

MEPs
The 6 East Midlands MEPs can be 
contacted on 020 72193000 or at: 
House of Commons, London, 
SW1A 0AA

Speedwatch 
The Chair outlined the outcome of the 
first training session on 14 September 
with PCSO Sue Lester at the vehicle 
park on Clatterway (30 mph zone):
• Approximately 70 vehicles had 
been measured, of which 10% were 
exceeding 35 mph, and one was 
measured at 47 miles per hour; 
• The scheme required a minimum 
of three volunteers. Checks could 
be conducted on straight road sec-
tions and warning letters would be 
sent by the police to offenders.
It was agreed that the results of 
the training session demonstrated 
the importance of proceeding with 
the scheme and that a schedule of 
observations would be arranged, 
starting as soon as possible. 

Lamp-post poppy campaign 

It was agreed to order 20 lamp-post 
poppies at a cost £3 each to be 
displayed during the Poppy Appeal 
26 October to 12 November. 

Full details of the meetings can 
be found in the minutes on the 
Parish Council page of the village 
website at www.bonsallvillage.org/, 
or on the village noticeboards. 
The next meeting of the Parish Council 
will be on 17 October at 7.30pm. If 
you have any issues to be raised at 
the meeting please contact the Clerk, 
Tony Payne, with details by 9 October.

Tony Payne 
Clerk and Finance Officer:  27 
High Street DE4 2AS. T: 822311; 
email bonsallclerk@gmail.com.
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Answers to Crossword No 87

Across: 5. Lightyear. 8. Acer. 9. 
Overtoil. 10. Newton (new ton = 
anag of not). 11. School. 13. Ampere. 
15. Mugger. 16. Inquirer. 18. Heel. 
19. Milligram. Down: 1. Aigrette. 2. 
Thrown. 3. Lycees. 4. Watt (TT = non-
drinker). 6. Screaming. 7. Kilometer. 
12. Hogshead (H = the head of Hog.  
Apologies for this clue!) 14. Enroll. 15. 
Mirage. 17. Unit.

CROSSWORD  No 88

Across:
5.  Pester lad - drunk? Yes! (9)
8.  Seen knocking back in snackbar.  Too 
many could make you 5. (4)
9.  5 - well-beaten? (8)
10. Palm hopeless affair. (6)
11. Wiper swapped ends - corroded. (6)
13. First choose your composition: the 
French sequences. (6)
15. 5 cooked. (6)
16. 5. British debts absorb billions - 
unpaid loans first. (8)
18. Island of filth? (4)
19. Last bandage with dressing recon-
figures? Yes! (9)

Down:
1.  Drag back, clasping girl (loud) - too 
many could make you 5. ((8)
2.  A maths problem - a breath-taking 
one. (6)
3.  An expensive car - delivered illegally? 
(6)
4.  No more than a pool. (4)
6.  5. Cart play around with one. (9)
7.  Fervour - very Eastern, thus coming 
to grips with setter. (9)
12. 5 condensing? (8)
14. 5. Small weight on balls, maybe. (6)
15. Bird family supports little sibling. (6)
17. If you’re one of these, you could be 
14. (4)

Answer to Collective nouns: An  Exaltation 

Collective nouns
What is the collective noun for larks?
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VILLAGE GROUPS & RESOURCES USEFUL NUMBERS
Allotments Mike Lynch 820096

Art Club Marion Heasman 821816

Bonsall Barn Project
Liz Stoppard/Mike Susko 823712

Bonsall Camp
Matthew Quinn 07988071682

Bonsall Church Bell Ringers
Mellissa Welbourne 826303

Bonsall Community De vel op ment Trust 
Peter Greaves 822374

Bonsall Community Library 
in St James’ Church
Phil Heasman                 821816 

Bonsall Map Wendy Bullar 825267

Bonsall Pensioners Fund
Ron Brown 822153

Bonsall Riders Club
Jane Williams 825632

Carnival Committee
Marion Heasman 821816

Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline Group 
Chris Broome 824512

Cromford Playgroup
Karen or Jayne 07905 937371

Horticultural Society
Ron Brown 822153

Kick-boxing
Hayley Capewell 0777 3149935

Mothers’ Union Di Moor 824376

Open Gardens Ollie Gerrish 824498

Parents & Toddlers Group
(Thurs days 1.45-3pm in term time) 

Pigeon Club Gordon Hardy 823549

School Head Lesley Murhall 822573

PTFA Rachael Richardson 826678

School Foundation
Clerk, Norma Rickards 822257

Village Hall 
For bookings contact Leigh Johnson 
on 823591

Cost per session (a session is 
a morning, afternoon or evening): 

• Village organisations:
£10 – one fl oor
£16 – both fl oors

• Non-village organisations:
£20 – one fl oor
£30 – both fl oors

• Village people private hire:
£25 – one fl oor
£35 – both fl oors

• Non-village people private hire:
£40 – one fl oor
£50 – both fl oors

Note: an extra charge for functions 
where alcohol is sold: £20 for village 
organisations, £30 for non-village 
organisations, in addition to the hire 
charge.

Defi brillator Trained Volunteers
Richard Taylor    823704 07860 214503
Brett Taylor         824407 07950 036657
Anne Young        825186 07876 506595
Phil Addis           826309 
John Ratcliffe 07896 924824
Maxine Ellis 07742 749854
Jo Hanby            822767 07872 641409
Julia Milverton 07584 895644

Health:
Chemists Hannage Brook 821750
Wirksworth 822607
Dentists Matlock:
584746, 55645, 582218, 56558
Doctors NHS Direct    0845 4647
Hannage Brook 822434
Hospitals
Chesterfi eld  01246 277271
Derby City  01332 340131
Derbys Royal  01332 347141
Whitworth  580211 
Non-emergencies 111

Derbyshire County Council
www.derbyshire.gov.uk

All enquiries   580000
Out of Hours numbers: 536673 or ‘Call 
Derbyshire’ 533190 or 0845 6058058

Derbyshire Dales District Council
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk

All enquiries   761100
Environmental health   761212
Payments   761254
Swimming:
• Matlock (Arc)  581322
• Wirksworth  824717
Tourist information:
• Matlock   583388
• Matlock Bath    583834
Trading Standards    585858
Electricity emergencies  0800 0568090
Fire station, Matlock    582849
Gas leaks    0800 111999

Household Waste Recycling Centre 
Harrison Way, Darley Dale, DE4 2LF. 
Open 8.30 – 6.00 daily. 

Mobile Library    01773 824333
Monthly 2nd Fridays at the Fountain, 
10.55–11.30 am
Police/Safer Neighbourhoods   101
PCs Matt Winterbottom and Sue Lester 
or matlock.neighbourhoods@derbyshire.
pnn.police.uk.
Crimestoppers   0800 555111
Victim support   825544
Antisocial behaviour coordinator 761187
Community safety   761101

Vets:  Matlock 582844, 581234,
 Wirksworth 823034
Water emergencies  0800 7834444

TRAVEL SERVICES
Airports
Birmingham  0844 5766000
East Midlands  01332 852852
Manchester  0161 4893000 

Bus services
• TM Travel #216 Matlock
Monday to Saturday. No Sunday or Bank 
Holiday service.
Departing Fountain: 
08.08*, 10.08, 11.08, 12.08, 13.08, 14.08, 
15.08,16.08*, 17.08, 18.08
(all 3 min earlier at Abel Lane). 
Departing Bakewell Rd., Stand B:
09.30,10.30, 11.30,12.30, 13.30, 14.30, 
15.25* 16.30, 17.30. 
* Saturdays and school holidays only
Pensioners free after 9.30 am. Details 
from Traveline: 0871 2002233 or 
TM Travel (www.tmtravel.co.uk/bus-
times/derbyshire). 
• Derby G&J Holmes #212
Alternate Thursdays from March 5th.
09.05 from Uppertown
13.45 depart Derby Morledge
(www.derbysbus.info/times/tt_201_999.htm) 
Taxis 822072, 813774, 826060, 
07967 273237, 07815 773706
Train services  0845 7484950
Travel line    0870 6082608

Volunteer Drivers
Loreen                                           822067
Richard Shipley                             259809

RESOURCES
Bonsall Publications
The Bonsall Map
• folded £2.50 (+£1 P&P to UK)
• wall poster £3.50 (+ £ 9.90 P&P to UK)

History book
£15 paperback, £25 hardback.

History booklets
£2.50–3.00 or £10 for a pack of six.

Carnival Book £9.99

All available from 19 High St.,DE4 2AS, 
Tel: 825267, pubs or Fountain Tea rooms

History Walking Guides £5
Peter Greaves 822374
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Window cleaning
Pure water reach and wash pole 
service for residential or commer-
cial properties. Ladder cleaning, 
gutter clearing house cleaning 
and car washing. Tel: 07773 
637805 or 07531 485806

Picture Framing
Market Place, Wirksworth. Complete 
bespoke service, you name it we 
frame it, over 100 different mould-
ings in stock, very competitively 
priced. Mon to Sat open 10 to 5; 
closed on Weds. Tel 824994

Garden Maintenance

Qualified with 30 years’ experience.
Mowing, hedge trimming, weeding, 
planting, propagation, planning, 
design. Hourly rate. Contact 
Kevin Botting. 07857 135168
or email: kevincbotting@hotmail. 

Photography by Ian Daisley

Family portraits, weddings, motor-
cycles, landscapes, tuition & private 
commissions. Tel. 07918 687624.  
www.iandaisleyphotography.com 
www.probikeart.co.uk 
www.highstonegallery.co.uk

Cleaning 

Friendly, reliable cleaner available 
for weekly, fortnightly or one off 
cleans. Also small gardening 
jobs, plants watered while away, 
lifts for shopping etc. Please call 
Mandy on 07870 308012.

Registered Childminder 
I am an OFSTED registered 
childminder in Slaley, NNEB qualified 
with many years experience working 
with Early Years. I have vacancies 
Monday – Friday, 8 am – 6pm. 
Please feel free to call me 
for a chat and/or a visit. 
Emma 01629 820252

CLASSIFIED ADS

EDITORIAL GROUP

FOR SALE

Hazel Baldwin                 824724

Maggie Duggins                 825228

Peter Fellows                  825267

Karen Firth                823311

Julie Hamilton                  824819

Tanya Ivanova    0785 6247235

Nina Langton                 823736

Pam McInally                  826306

Ricky & Jeanette Moss                826557

Please send us your news, views, stories 
and diary events by 23 October to: 
Editorial Group, 19 High St. or by e-mail 
to  mutterings @ hotmail.com

Boxed and classified adverts are 
regarded as commercial advertising 
and attract a fee. Please call Peter 
Fellows for information about rates 
and lineage. 
Copy for commercial advertising 
must be with us by the tenth of the 
month before you wish the advert to 
be placed. 
Items for sale and wanted are free to 
villagers and can be submitted to mut-
terings@hotmail.com or hand-written 
to 19 High St.

EDITORIAL POLICY
We welcome news, views and letters on 
any topic provided they are attributed to 
an author. We review all items for obvious 
libellous or offensive material, but we 
cannot check for factual content. 
Please do not send letters which are 
“not for publication”. If you have strong 
feelings about what is or is not said in 
Mutterings, please either write to us or 
join the group of volunteers who enable 
the production of this village newsletter. 
Back issues of T’Owd Man’s Mutterings 
can be found on the Bonsall Village 
website – www.bonsallvillage.org. Please 
note that your articles will appear on the 
website and can be picked up by search 
engines.

WANTED
For short/temporary let - Workshop/
Studio- suitable for artist/craftsperson 
preferably in or near Bonsall. Electricity 
and access to water needed. Please 
contact S. Botting 0771 252 5222 or 
email susiebotting@hotmail.com

Garage Sale - Sunday 1 October, 
10 am-1 pm. Furniture, paintings, 
books - camping stuff/etc. at 17 
Church Street. 0771 252 5222

FOR RENT
Two bedroomed cottage in Bonsall, 
available from mid-October. Tel. 825267


