
In folklore T’Owd Man is a spirit that inhabits mines and caves. T’Owd Man of Bonsall is a carved figure of a miner that was taken 
to Wirksworth when St James church was being refurbished in the 1860s. It was said that strange noises coming from the old 

Ball Eye mine at the end of Church St. were of T’Owd Man muttering
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Mick Boam’s Enduro Success - see page 8 for details
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CHURCH DIARYCHURCH NEWS
November
St James

1  9.30 am. All Souls Service. Come 
and light a candle in memory of a 
loved one.

8  10.45 am. Remembrance Service
15 11.00 am. Toy Service. Please 

bring a toy, unwrapped.
22  8.30 am. Eucharist
29  9.30 am. Eucharist
 
Village Life Church

Notice of the activities at the 
Church will resume next month.  

Wesleyan Reform Chapel

Sunday Services during November 
are at 6.15 pm except 15 Nov when 
the service is at 2.30pm.
Friday 20 November 2.00 - 4.00pm 
Cuppa & Cake Afternoon.
All are welcome to join with us at 
Chapel at any time. 

North Carolina resident, Dr John 
Grimes, enjoyed coming to Slaley, 
and his friends in England remember 
him at this time through the lighting. 
November 5th brings memories of 
Arthur Potter on this, his birthday, 
for Stephen, Trish and family. Eric 
Gregory remembers particularly at this 

Wirksworth 
Team Ministry
Serving:
All Saints’ Alderwasley 
St James’ Bonsall 
All Saints’ Bradbourne 
All Saints’ Elton 
St James’ Brassington 
St Margaret’s Carsington 
Holy Trinity Kirk Ireton 
St James’ Idridgehay 
Holy Trinity Middleton 
St Mary’s Wirksworth

Contact: 
The Team Office, Parish Rooms, 
St Mary’s Gate, Wirksworth, DE4 4DQ 
Tel/Fax 01629 824707 
email: teamoffice@wirksworthteam-
ministry.co.uk.  
www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk

Catholic Church Services
Our Lady and St. Teresa of Lisieux
Gorsey Bank, Wirksworth
Mass Sundays 9 am, Holy Days 7 pm. 
Service of Holy Communion every Wednesday morning at 10 am.
Contact Fr. Joseph Keogh (01773 743336)

Our Lady and St. Joseph Church
Bank Rd, Matlock
Mass times Saturdays 6 pm, Sundays 8.30 am & 10.30 am. 

Holy Days 9.30 am & 7 pm. 

Daily Mass Mondays and Fridays 7 pm. Tuesdays – Thursdays 9.30 am. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation – Fridays 6.30–7 pm, Saturdays 10.30–11 am, 
Adoration Thursdays and Fridays 7 am – 11 pm
Contact Fr. Bernard Needham (582804)

There is a fortnightly newsletter listing ongoing events. On Sundays breakfast 
is available in the church hall after the 8.30 Mass and tea/coffee and biscuits 
after the 10.30 Mass. All are welcome.

Standing at the back of one of the 
many School Harvest ‘services’ 
earlier this week a parent I know well 
leant across “being thankful for what 
the farms produce - is that it, is that 
what we’re here for?” Well yes and 
no. Brilliant question though! What 
do the children think or understand 
we are doing at harvest time, the 
adults – parents, teachers, governors, 
grandparents ... What does God think 
we are doing? There is much that is 
simply about marking the seasons and 
poems about autumn abounded at this 
particular service. Marking the seasons 
like marking the school terms is part 
of marking the different stages of life 
that the children will go on to. It gives 
richness and texture to life as well as 
meaning. 
That was not my answer to this 
parent though. My answer was more 
complex though brief - Harvest is a 
formal marker of an attitude or frame 
of mind or value that we believe is 
important. More than saying thank 
you, it is about becoming a thankful 
person. Thankfulness is a choice 
and a decision, it is also a habit we 
can learn and teach. Thankful people 
are happier people, they are more 
content, and they are more generous. 
Being thankful has nothing to do with 
what we have but rather who we are 
or have become. Translate that into 
community living (village or global) and 
the result can be awesome! But even 
that is not enough actually, though 
it might be for the children. Where 
adults get anxious and often for good 
reason is that we turn the thing upside 

time his parents, his brother Joe and 
sister Noleen, especially around the 
19th of the month. There are loving 
memories of Brian Stone from Linda, 
Jane and their families on November 
24th. For Jean Hardy and family, 
there are loving thoughts around the 
26th of Raymond Alan Hardy, and 

at this time also of Mum and Dad, 
son David Alan Hardy and grandson 
Craig. Lily Pearson is specially 
remembered at this time by Louis, 
particularly on the 28th of the month. 
Richard, Kate and family remember 
with great affection parents Billy and 
Greta during November. John Sewry

down. Our security comes from having 
enough not just for today but also in 
case next year ‘the harvest fails’ for 
jobs are not secure nor actually is 
health guaranteed....... when we feel 
we have enough then we are indeed 
generous and the generosity of some 
at that school harvest was lovely to 
behold. Generosity comes out of our 
abundance.
The challenge of harvest for the adults 
is to think deeply about where our 
security is rooted. Christians believe 
that God gives the harvest, that God 
meets the needs we have - all of them 
though not necessarily in the time 
frame and manner we might think 
best. In the harvest hymns we get 
this of course - We plough the fields, 
Come Ye thankful people come, For 
the beauty of the earth, as well as the 
songs we are more likely to encounter 
in school - Who put the colours in the 
rainbow, Think of a world without any 
flowers. Themes of thankfulness are 
skilfully interwoven with the reminder 
to trust in God for his providence at 
all times not just in times of plenty. If 
we revisit those themes we can afford 
to be generous all the time not only 
when all is well. Generous in heart and 
in mind, generous in our giving - be it 
to our local food bank, the refugees 
to come, a neighbour who simply but 
importantly just needs us to sit with 
them for a while. May you be blessed 
in your giving, but also in a growing 
trust that makes you feel secure in the 
love and provision of a generous God. 
Kara Werner

Church Floodlighting



 Editorial Group: 19 High St. | e-mail: mutterings@hotmail.com | 3

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARDOBITUARY

Ted, with his wife Gwen and children, 
Helen and David, lived at The Mount on 
High Street from the early 1980’s until 
they moved to Matlock in 1997. Ted was 
the most lovable and gentle of men. 
Nearly always to be seen in the open 
air, walking the hills around Bonsall, 
greeting everyone he saw with an ami-
able and enquiring smile. This congenial 
manner ran deep and those who knew 
him well were consistently struck by his 
wide knowledge of the world and the life 
of the mind, although his demeanour 
was almost other worldly; he could have 
been taken for a retired clergyman. Yet 
his views and deep interests spread far 
wider than the mere Established Church, 
spreading to The Orient. Indeed, as a 
young man at the end of World War II fol-
lowing army service, he went walking on 
his own in the Himalayas, and this must 
have spread the seeds of his spirituality.

By the time he and Gwen moved to 
Bonsall, Ted had retired from teach-
ing art and he was a gifted painter. 
He executed many Bonsall scenes, 
such as the village in the snow, usu-
ally sent to friends each Christmas.

Those, who knew him and witnessed 
his happy and - until his last few years 
- healthy life, must agree that whilst any 
death is premature, a late death is never 
late enough and there is never a right, 
non-tragic, time to die. We were indeed 
lucky to have had the honour to know 
such a fine gentleman at some stage 
in his warm-hearted life. He was laid 
in earth in a woven, wickerwork coffin 
in the Golden Valley Burial Ground at 
Riddings near Ripley. Very much Ted. 
Our condolences to all who loved him.
Bryan Taylor

Make and Do Evening

From tiny white knitted hearts to the 
most enormous red paper poppy, we 
had alpaca wool, rags being rugged, 
scraps to applique and of course, 
the inevitable tea and biscuits. What 
a lot of clever people we have in the 
village. Let’s do it again on Wednesday 
2 December, Rectory Room, 7-9 pm. 
Thanks to all who came and made 
it such an enjoyable evening.
Jeanette (826557) and 
Marion (821816).

Reminder

If you would like to put a greeting in 
the Christmas issue of Mutterings, 
please either email it to 
Mutterings@hotmail.com or put it 
through the door of your nearest editor 
before Wednesday 18 November.

Editors

Was he yours?
On Friday 25 September, a large 
ginger and white, well-fed tomcat was 
killed outside 56 Church St. If he’s your 
pet, please ring 824279 or 826350.
Editors’ note:
Without commenting on this particular 
killing, there is an ongoing problem 
of people speeding too fast down the 
straight part of Church St. beyond the 
Rectory. Many residents allow their 
dogs off the lead along there and we 
know of cases where there have been 
narrow misses to both dog-walkers and 
their pets – not to mention children in 
the road. We have also heard similar 
stories from residents at the Slaley 
end of Black Tor Rd. and the lower 
part of High St. We don’t want signs 
all over the village telling people to 
slow down, but it would be nice if 
more drivers could use some common 
sense and regulate their speed.

Firewood
Logs

07450 241 016

Seasoned LOGS

Cut to your required size

In Easy to Manage Bags

Free Delivery

TED WALLACE
April 10 1923 - September 1 2015

Primary School Christmas Fair 

Bonsall Primary School will be having 
their Christmas Fair on Friday 4 
December from 3-5 pm in the school 
hall. Join us there for festive gifts, 
games, food and fun. The fair will open 
with the children singing carols and 
Christmas songs. 
Jane Falconer-White
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Come carolling, come 
a-wassailing? 

Once in Bonsall village on a cold and 
frosty evening (past three o’clock 
at least) stood a group of hardy 
carollers…If you would like to join in a 
round-the-village carol sing with mulled 
wine, mince pies, pub-style Derbyshire 
carols and good old favourites - 
then start searching out the gloves, 
hats, lanterns, tambourines, drums 
and, of course, your hearty voices 
and watch out for more information 
in the December Mutterings!
Phil Heasman

Printing Glitch
Our apologies to all our readers 
who may have spotted a number of 
typographical ‘problems’ in the October 
issue of Mutterings. There seems to 
have been a ‘glitch’ in the conversion 
process from our copy text to the 
printed copy, which we are currently 
discussing with the printer.
The Editors

New stray dog service

The District Council has teamed up 
with Crowfoot Kennels to deal with 
enquiries about lost, found and stray 
dogs 24 hours per day, 365 days per 
year. They can collect strays between 
8am and 7pm. For all enquiries, phone 
10283 585510 or go to www.der-
byshiredales.gov.uk/straydogs.

Red Barrows Return to 
Scampton.

So, how do you top performing with 
the Red Arrows once? Quite simple, 
you do it again! Before l give an outline 
of what we got up to, l want to say a 
massive thank you not only to my fel-
low barrows but to their families who 
provide that unique family feel we have 
within the team. Giving up many Sun-
day mornings especially with a young 
family is never easy.
We were invited back to perform at 
RAF Scampton, home of the Red Ar-
rows, at their families day - this time 
they were our support act. We were 
told on arrival that tent 35 was the Red 
Barrows tent, but nobody knew which 
it was and none were numbered. RAF 
tents are massive and eventually we 
fitted all of us in it with room to spare. 
Red 1 (aka Mark Sobey), allowed us to 
follow him to the base so we all arrived 
sort of together. But one of our team 
was still delivering post in Matlock, 
and he had the music system in his 
car. This was not a worry as the RAF 
had promised us we could borrow 
their state of the art system that was 
portable, so with nothing to worry us 
- we had 3 hours until we performed. 
The team went off to look at the various 
stalls and talk to pilots about different 
formations and things. The two grown-
ups, myself and Mark, decided we had 
better check out the RAF’s claims and 
look over their state of the art kit. Our 
link was Pilot Officer Johnnie who was 
really nice and did everything he could 
to help us, when that is, he was not 

Hollies Farm Plant 
Centre & Shop

Uppertown, Bonsall, DE4 2AW
01629 822734 

Hanging Baskets, Planted 
Containers, Bedding & Basket 
Plants, Perennials, Compost. 

Open 9am–5.30pm every day
 except Wednesdays.

www.holliesfarmplantcentre.co.uk
Find us on Facebook

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL TEA 
ROOMS, OPEN DAILY FOR 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, HOT AND 
COLD DRINKS, CAKES ETC.

MONTHLY THEME NIGHTS

 PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS

Comfortable B&B  
accomodation 
and holiday 
apartment

1 Yeoman Street, Bonsall,  
DE4 2AA Tel: 01629 824814 

www.thefountainbonsall.co.uk 
enquiries@thefountainbonsall.co.uk

Lady Poppins

Rural Housekeeper Nanny

07815 765169

Housekeeping, Nanny, 
Housesitting, Animal Care, 
B&B, Self-Catering Cover

www.ladypoppins.com
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01629 825685

ROBIN MAYCOCK FAMILY
BUTCHERS & BAKERS

FREE HOME DELIVERIES 
TO BONSALL EVERY FRIDAY 

MORNING.

Beef, Lamb, Pork, Free range Chicken,
10 varieties of sausage, Meat pies,  

Ready Meals, Puddings, Cheese, Eggs 
Fruit & Veg 

& much much more

OUTSIDE CATERING 
OUR SPECIALITY

Call 01629 534333 for a brochure
& product list or view our website 

at www.robinmaycockbutchers.co.uk 
We also supply the Barley Mow Inn

with meat for their wonderful  
bar meal menu. 

driving around the airfield in his new 
BMW M3 with golf clubs in the back, 
just like Michael Cain in the Battle of 
Britain film. Asked where we would 
like to perform, l looked across at the 
massive runway, saw patch of green 
right where the Arrows would take off 
and said “is there ok?” “No problems” 
said our link.  Looking back to hanger 1 
where the electric supply was to be run 
from, l said we had a cable and could 
we run it across? And here it started 
to go wrong. As we had to run a cable 
across a pathway, the RAF (their legal 
people) were not all that happy, and no, 
there were no rubber mats on the base 
we could use to cover it. Spying anoth-
er electric point l said: “Could we use 
that?” No, we couldn’t, as the catering 
people were using it and they had al-
ready blown the two sockets allocated. 
Red 1 was now starting to twitch. There 
were five RAF people and the two re-
sponsible adults from the Red Barrows 
trying to find a solution. “Let’s have a 
look at your sound system, Johnnie” l 
said…at which point, out of the boot of   
his nice car, he produced something 
that looked like a 

 child’s stereo. Red 1 said
 at least try it…we did and 
 the jack plugs were all bro
 ken. More people from the
 RAF appeared and looked
 at the ground for inspira
 tion, l thought they would 
 at least have looked to the 
 sky! 
 Starting to have a sense 
 of humour failure and with  
 just an hour to go, l said 

in jest, “why don’t l drive my car onto 
the runway and play the music out of 
the car stereo system?” All the RAF 
people started to smile, and said it 
was a brilliant idea. I asked if I could 
get clearance to drive on the runway, 
not believing this was real, and was 
assured it would be sorted asap. My 
Subaru Forester is the only car l know 
of that has been cleared to drive on an 
operational runway when not in military 
service. So, we did the gig to music 
from my car and, as normal, gave our 
all. The Red Arrows were their usual 
brilliant selves and gave not a bad 
performance for the guests. We’ve had 
a good 2015 gigging at major music 
events but never forgetting our roots in 
village carnivals, so being at Birchover 
in the summer was good. 2016 will see 
us back at the Bearded Theory music 
festival with other events being booked. 
If you see two people in the Kings 
Head moving Lego people around a 
table it is Red 1 and 10 working out the 
new routines for next year. What could 
possibly go wrong? 

Mike Howsley

The Kings head
        DE4 2AA
    01629 822703 

Karaoke last 
Saturday of every 
month with Tony.
Sunday Quiz 9.00 pm.
Upstairs SKY SPORTS 
Pie night on Mondays, steak 
night on Wednesdays.
The Pub is open:
Monday: 6.00 pm – 12.00 pm
Tues - Fri: 12.00 pm – 3.00 pm 
and 5.30 pm – 12.00 am
Sat & Sun: 12.00 pm – 12.00 
am 
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Activity Day at St James

The new ‘Friends of St James’ Church 
and Churchyard Group’ launched with 
an Activity Day on Saturday 3 October 
in and around the Church. Lots of 
Bonsall folk and visitors enjoyed a 
host of activities from: a treasure hunt 
to harvest vegetable animal carving; 
from have-a-go-bell-ringing to trips 
up the tower; from bird-box building 
to family stained-glass making; from 
viewing the decorative kneelers and 
making clay gargoyles and imps to 
commemorating the First World War 
through the Wander and Ponder Trail 
– all washed down with refreshments, 
music and lots of discussion and 
ideas about future developments. 

We’ll keep you posted on 
future activities that we are 
being planning, including:
• ‘And relax…’ a monthly early 
Saturday morning music session with 
coffee, croissants and newspapers.
• A comfortable quiet area for just 
stopping and having a breather.
• 3D aerial sculpture installations.

• A ‘Springwatch’ nature day with 
the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.
• A community ‘library’ book-exchange.
• Information leaflets building 
on some great work by the 
pupils from the School.

Donations for refreshments kick-
started our fundraising endeavours 
– could we raise enough for kitchen 
facilities, a toilet, some re-ordering of 
the interior to help make the Church 
a better space and place for a wider 
range of community events? Thank 
you to everyone who helped make 
the Friends’ Launch day such a great 
event. Meanwhile, do call in to see 
the freshly decorated Church – thank 
you to Charles and Robert and a very, 
very big thank you to the extremely 
good ‘friend’ of St James’ whose 
donation has made it all possible!  If 
you would like to get involved with the 
Friends’ Group then please contact: 

Alistair Hamilton, David 
Kirkham or Phil Heasman. 

Auto Engineering
18 Yeoman Street

Service and MOT
preparation

All makes of vehicle

Tel: 824537/822708
Fax: 01629 822708

Carl Taylor
Local

Builder and Roofer

Roof repairs to full 
roofs

Extensions to new 
builds, conservatory 

bases.
Patios, garden walls 

etc.
Free estimates

01629 823704
0779 1161919

Clockwise from top left: Bird-
box making; Harvest carving; 
Stained glass display; Stained 
glass making.
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PARISH COUNCIL
District Councillors
Joyce Pawley, tel: 01629 825431 
joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Garry Purdy Tel: 823636 
garry.purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillor
Irene Ratcliffe, tel: 823023 
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Patrick McLoughlin, Derbys Dales 
consituency, tel: 020 7219 3511, House 
of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk

MEPs
The 6 East Midlands MEPs can be 
contacted on 020 72193000 or at: 
House of Commons, London, 
SW1A 0AA

Parish Councillors
If you have any concerns or 
requests of the Parish Council, they 
should ideally be raised in Public 
Participation section of the monthly 
meeting. 

If however there is an urgent matter, 
while individual councillors will try 
to assist, a direct response is better 
achieved by contacting the Clerk to 
the Parish Council directly:

Chair: Cllr Mark Harris, Stepping 
Lodge, Bell Lane, T: 820285

Vice-Chair: Cllr Graham Henderson, 
17 High St., T: 825782

Councillors:

Cllr Denise Pountain, 6 High St., 
T: 822708

Cllr Ron Addis, Dale House, 
The Dale, T: 826309

Cllr Jon Barry, Ivy Cottage, Bell 
Lane, T: 07866 750636

Cllr Michael Hewitt, Newlyn, 
The Dale, T: 823097

Cllr Anna Williams, Glenholme, 
The Dale, 820035

Responsible Finance Officer  
Tony Payne,  
27 High Street.T: 822311

Clerk: Mrs Catherine Rawas, 
Brocliffe Cottage, Uppertown, 
T: 820947

The Parish Council met at the Village 
Hall on Tuesday 20 October. 
A new noticeboard is planned for 
the top of The Dale to display Parish 
Council notices and the rest of the 
village noticeboards will be replaced 
over the next couple of years. The 
Parish Council will aim to use the main 
noticeboard at The Cross for general 
village notices as well as agendas and 
Parish Council information.
Parish Council Action plan: Councillors 
discussed a range of projects to be 
prioritised over the next 12 months and 
aim to get the long awaited benches 
installed in Uppertown and The Dale. 
Other projects include the work to be 
carried out at Park Bottom, working 
with the District Council to upgrade 
facilities in the Park for young people, 
considering the Village Design 
Statement in the light of the demands 
of the local plan, how to provide 
support for the Village Hall Trustees.
Vandalism in the public toilets has 
been a problem once again resulting 
in the toilets having to be shut and 
deep cleaned in September. The 
Parish Council will be investigating the 
possibility of time locks to enable them 
to be closed overnight (apparently the 
time locks let you out but not in, so 
no one needs to worry about getting 
trapped!).

Councillors approved the purchase 
and installation of two bins from 
DDDC in Park Bottom and at the top 
of The Dale.  Cllr Barry requested it 
be recorded that he voted against this 
proposal.
Cllr Pountain will be attending the 
Remembrance service on behalf of the 
Parish Council and laying the wreath.
Village Christmas Trees: In previous 
years some residents have kindly 
been able to donate trees to decorate 
the village, sited at Uppertown, The 
Bandstand at The Cross and the top 
of The Dale – if anyone has anything 
suitable this year and will be willing to 
donate them, please contact the Clerk 
either on bonsallclerk@gmail.com or 
820947, many thanks.
Councillors Harris and Barry will be 
representing the Parish Council at the 
Local Plan Forum meeting to be held 
by Derbyshire Dales District Council on 
November 18. If you have comments 
regarding housing development issues 
in Bonsall please contact them to 
ensure your views are represented.
The next meeting of the Parish Council 
will take place on November 17 at 
7.30pm.
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High quality local builders.
Architect approved.

Fully qualified.
30 years experience.

If it is a new build, extension,
restoration or repair .

Contact RICHARD WEBSTER
on 01629 824724

Mob 07812 348283

Mick’s Enduro Success

Congratulations to ‘Boamee’ on 
reaching Gold in the most grueling 
event of his life! Enduro rider, Mick 
Boam, fulfilled a dream by conquering 
one of the world’s toughest events 
in extreme enduro racing. Mick took 
up the sport, which tackles courses 
comprising obstacles, such as banks, 
rivers and hills, eight years ago. 
Travelling all over the country to 
compete, he has won many major 
events and has been crowned the 
British over-40s extreme Enduro 
champion. But few events compare to 
the Red Bull Sea-To-Sky Challenge, 
held in Kemer on the Turkish Riviera. 

EDITORIAL 
POLICY

We welcome news, views and letters on 
any topic provided they are attributed to 
an author. We review all items for obvious 
libellous or offensive material, but we 
cannot check for factual content. Please 
do not send letters which are “not for 
publication”. If you have strong feelings 
about what is or is not said in Mutterings, 
please either write to us or join the group 
of volunteers who enable the production 
of this village newsletter. Back issues of 
T’Owd Man’s Mutterings can be found 
on the Bonsall Village website - www.
bonsallvillage.org. Please note that your 
articles will appear on the website and 
can be picked up by search engines.

At the end of September, Mick and 
the ‘Boamee fan club’  travelled to 
Turkey to join some of the best riders 
from across the world for the three-
day race, held on beaches, in forests 
and on mountains in temperatures of 
30-plus degrees. The main challenge 
on the final day was a sea-to-sky climb 
from the beach to the top of the Tahtali 
mountain, 2,365 metres above sea 
level. Mick was among 297 riders, and 
was one of only 67 who made it to the 
summit, finishing a superb 37th and 
the oldest to reach the top. It took five 
hours and 12 minutes and was the 
toughest event he had ever ridden in 
so it really was a huge achievement. 
Becky Colburn

Important 

Please note that we have now 
included the list of trained 

volunteers who are able to use 
the village defibrillator, located 
behind the Fountain Tearooms. 
See the ‘Useful numbers’ on 

page 11
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GARETH BLOOD
CHIMNEY RE-LINING

STOVES FITTED

01629 825533

100 YEARS AGO
This month we contrast two soldiers 
and their connections to Bonsall. One 
was born in the village, married here 
and lived here for 20 years and was 
the fourth generation of Bonsall folk. 
He left the village a few years before 
the war although his family remained 
in Bonsall. The other came to Bonsall 
a couple of years before the war, 
marrying a girl who had been living in 
the village for 15 years and was settled 
here when he enlisted. 
Private John Bunting was the eldest 
son of John and Ruth Bunting born in 
1890 on The Bank. John senior was 
a merino wool worker at Hollins Mill in 
the Via Gellia. His wife was Ruth, also 
a Bunting, the daughter of Anthony, a 
lead miner, and Sussanah Bunting in 
whose house, on the Bank, they were 
living in 1891. John senior’s father had 
died before he was 3 years old and he 
was brought up by his mother Hannah 
and her Wigley parents on Greenhill. 
In 1901 John and Ruth were living on 
Arter Hill with John and three other 
children.
By 1911 John had enlisted as a 
regular in the 2nd battalion Sherwood 
Foresters in Nottingham where he had 
married a local girl, Florence Mary.
The 2nd battalion were stationed in 
the Ypres salient from May 1915. In 
August, following the Battle of Hooge, 
363 replacements were needed for 
the Battalion. John survived this battle. 
But on 5 October after a heavy artillery 
bombardment the Germans rushed 
their trenches. The German occupation 
was short lived and a patrol drove 
them back. In the course of these 
actions John Bunting was severely 
wounded and he was treated at a 
nearby Casualty Clearing Station and 
evacuated to Lijssenthoek eight miles 
west of Ypres. He died of his wounds 
on 13 October aged 25.

John does not appear on the Bonsall 
War Memorial nor the rood screen 
in Church but he was included in the 
High Peak News Roll of Honour 15 
November 1915 as being from Bonsall 
and is included in the poem of all the 
Bonsall men who were in action.
Florence remarried a Mr Bradley and 
lived at 1 Ash Yard Sherwood Street 
Nottingham.
Ernest Arthur Boden the eldest son of 
Arthur and Eliza Boden was born in 
1892 at Ivy Cottage in Darley Dale. His 
three siblings were also born at Darley 
Dale but by 1901 the family had moved 
to Wensley where Arthur senior was 
a quarryman at Smarts Quarry. He 
worked with William Sudbury who had 
been born in Winster but by 1901 he 
was living at Holly Finis Bonsall with his 
wife Emma and six children. 
One of these children was 
Eva and Ernest Arthur married 
her and began married life on 
Puddle Hill. They had a son 
Lewis born 1 July 1914.
Ernest had worked as 
gardener at Ringwood Hall 
Chesterfield and with his 
father and father in law 

at Smarts Quarry. In April 1915 he 
enlisted at Chesterfield in the Scottish 
Rifles before transfer to the Kings Own 
Scottish Borderers. This regiment was 
despatched to Gallipoli and during the 
last week in September relaxed on the 
island of Imbros. At the end of October 
he was eventually in Gallipoli. There 
were a few casualties from shell fire 
or snipers and the battalion worked on 
improving drainage and construction 
of a light railway. On 8 November the 
battalion took over the firing line in the 
dark in the face of heavy rifle fire from 
the Turkish forces. This was where 
Ernest was killed. He was 23.
Ernest appears on the Bonsall War 
Memorial and the rood screen in 
Church and he was included in the 
High Peak News Roll of Honour 15 
November 1915 and is included in the 
poem of all the Bonsall men who were 
in action.
Eva re-married and left the village and 
Lewis was brought up by his elderly 
and strict Sudbury grandparents.
On Saturday 20 November the choir 
of the Baptist Chapel promoted an 
entertainment in the form of a “Gypsy 
Carnival and Pedlars Fair” in the 
Church schoolroom. This was so 
successful it was repeated on the 
following Tuesday and £20 was raised 
for Christmas boxes for servicemen.   
Peter Greaves

Bonsall volunteers
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Cromford Garage
MOT, Service and 

Repairs to all makes 
of vehicles

Now selling & 
repairing tyres

Book in on 01629 823043 
or 07885 879652

CROSSWORD  No 67

Across:

5.  Obsessive in church with 
time to produce a 10. (9)
8.  A 10, detailed, shall scatter. (4)
9.  Damn a supporter (British) 
heading west - on this island? (8)
10. Virtuoso spotted in cart 
is tormented. (6)
11. It’s a commonplace to take 
leading specialists up the road in 
Matlock and confuse them! (6)
13. A 10 first seen with cash. (6)
15 .Number Ten’s bedfellow? (6)
16. Nag meant to sabotage Number 10. (8)
18. Laid about a 10? (4)
19. Greasy stuff - used by Rubens 
and Beryl Cook? (5-4)

Down:

1 Scot supports America engulfed in flab 
-that’s some kind of pact! (8)
2. Waffle consisting of rib 
mixed with bat! (6)
3.  Number Ten tears 
about with upper class. (6) 
4.  A 10 erupts? Yes! (4)
6.  Sounds as though animals beg - for 
something to keep their fur in place? (9)
7.  Tories’ list for Number Ten? (9)
12. Messily, Amin is caught between 
bonkers nut and heartless lay! (8)
14. 2 over 16 - giddy height. (6)
15. Initially coated with man-made fibre, a 
10 might work with this. (6)
17. Captured in grotto? Adopt animal! (4)

Answer to Collective nouns: Giraffes

Collective nouns
Which animals are known as a ‘Tower’ when in a group? 

Answers to Crossword 66: 
Across: 5. Cathedral. 8. Anti. 9. Brighton. 10. Rheims. 11. Tea-urn. 13. Errand. 
15. Bedide. 16. St Albans. 18. Elms. 19. Eagle Owls (sorry - made it look like 
one word), . Down: 1. Basilica. 2. Thebes. 3. Adrift. 4 & 12. Bath and Wells. 6. 
Anchorite. 7. Notre Dame. (Not red on ame - sorry, got word division wrong, 
again!). 14. Doable. 15. Bishop. (Bi shop). 17. Lead.

CROSSWORD  No 67
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Defi brillator Trained Volunteers
Richard Taylor    823704 07860 214503
Brett Taylor         824407 07950 036657
Anne Young        825186 07876 506595
Fiona Griffi ths 07988 566106
John Ratcliffe 07896 924824
Maxine Ellis 07742 749854
Jo Hanby            822767 07872 641409
Julia Milverton 07584 895644

VILLAGE GROUPS & RESOURCES
Allotments Mike Lynch 820096

Art Club Maurice Fellows 822765

Bonsall Barn Project
Liz Stoppard/Mike Susko 823712

Bonsall Camp
Matthew Quinn 07988071682

Bonsall Church Bell Ringers
Mellissa Welbourne 826303

Bonsall Community De vel op ment Trust 
Peter Greaves 822374 

Bonsall Map Wendy Bullar 825267

Bonsall Pensioners Fund
Ron Brown 822153

Bonsall Riders Club
Jane Williams 825632

Carnival Committee
Hazel Baldwin 824724

Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline Group 
Chris Broome 824512

Cromford Playgroup
Karen or Jayne 07905 937371

Horticultural Society
Ron Brown 822153

Kick-boxing
Hayley Capewell 0777 3149935

Mothers’ Union Di Moor 824376

Neighbourhood Watch
Alan David 822983

Open Gardens Ollie Gerrish 824498

Parents & Toddlers Group
(Thurs days 1.45-3pm in term time) 

Pigeon Club Gordon Hardy 823549

School Head Lesley Murhall 822573

PTFA Theresa McClennon 580436

School Foundation
Clerk, Norma Rickards 822257

RESOURCES
Bonsall Publications
The Bonsall Map
• folded £2.50 (+£1 P&P to UK)
• wall poster £3.50 (+ £ 9.90 P&P to UK)
History book
£15 paperback, £25 hardback.
History booklets
£2.50–3.00 or £10 for a pack of six.
Carnival Book £9.99
All available from 19 High St.,DE4 2AS, 
Tel: 825267, pubs or Fountain Tea rooms

History Walking Guides £5
Peter Greaves 822374

Rectory Room 
For bookings contact Krystina Johnson 
on 823591

Village Hall 
For bookings contact Leigh Johnson 
on 823591
Cost per session (a session is 
a morning, afternoon or evening): 
• Village organisations:

£10 – one fl oor, £16 – both fl oors
• Non-village organisations:

£20 – one fl oor, £30 – both fl oors
• Village people private hire:

£25 – one fl oor, £35 – both fl oors
• Non-village people private hire:

£40 – one fl oor, £50 – both fl oors

Note: an extra charge for functions 
where alcohol is sold: £20 for village 
organisations, £30 for non-village 
organisations, in addition to the hire 
charge.

TRAVEL SERVICES
Airports
Birmingham  0844 5766000
East Midlands  01332 852852
Manchester  0161 4893000 

Bus services

TM Travel #216 Matlock
Monday to Saturday. No Sunday or Bank 
Holiday service.
Departing Fountain: 
08.08*, 10.08, 11.08, 12.08, 13.08, 14.08, 
15.08,16.08*, 17.08, 18.08
(all 3 min earlier at Abel Lane). 
Departing Bakewell Rd., Stand B:
09.30,10.30, 11.30,12.30, 13.30, 14.30, 
15.25* 16.30, 17.30. 
* Saturdays and school holidays only

Pensioners free after 9.30 am. Details 
from Traveline: 0871 2002233 or 
TM Travel (www.tmtravel.co.uk/bus-
times/derbyshire). 

Derby G&J Holmes #212
Alternate Thursdays from March 5th.
09.05 from Uppertown
13.45 depart Derby Morledge
(www.derbysbus.info/times/tt_201_999.
htm) 

Taxis 822072, 813774, 826060, 
07967 273237, 07815 773706
Train services  0845 7484950
Travel line    0870 6082608

USEFUL NUMBERS

Health:
Chemists Hannage Brook 821750
Wirksworth 822607
Dentists Matlock:
584746, 55645, 582218, 56558
Doctors NHS Direct    0845 4647
Hannage Brook 822434
Hospitals
Chesterfi eld  01246 277271
Derby City  01332 340131
Derbys Royal  01332 347141
Whitworth  580211 
Non-emergencies 111

Derbyshire County Council
www.derbyshire.gov.uk

All enquiries   580000
Out of Hours numbers: 536673 or ‘Call 
Derbyshire’ 533190 or 0845 6058058

Derbyshire Dales District Council
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk

All enquiries   761100
Environmental health   761212
Payments   761254
Swimming:
• Matlock (Arc)  581322
• Wirksworth  824717
Tourist information:
• Matlock   583388
• Matlock Bath    583834
Trading Standards    585858
Electricity emergencies  0800 0568090
Fire station, Matlock    582849
Gas leaks    0800 111999

Household Waste Recycling Centre 
Harrison Way, Darley Dale, DE4 2LF. 
Open 8.30 – 6.00 daily. 

Mobile Library    01773 824333
Monthly 2nd Fridays at the Fountain, 
10.55–11.30 am
Police/Safer Neighbourhoods   101
PCs Matt Winterbottom and Sue Lester 
or matlock.neighbourhoods@derbyshire.
pnn.police.uk.
Crimestoppers   0800 555111
Victim support   825544
Antisocial behaviour coordinator 761187
Community safety   761101

Vets:  Matlock 582844, 581234,
 Wirksworth 823034
Water emergencies  0800 7834444
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CLASSIFIED ADS EDITORIAL GROUP
Hazel Baldwin  824724
Peter Fellows  825267
Karen Firth  823311
Julie Hamilton  824819
Charlotte Harris  0754 
3066360
Tanya Ivanova  0785 
6247235
Nina Langton  823736
Pam McInally  826306
Ricky & Jeanette Moss 826557

Please send us your news, views, 
stories and diary events by 
Wednesday 18 November to: 
Editorial Group, 19 High St. or by 
e-mail to: mutterings@hotmail.com

Window cleaning
Pure water reach and wash pole 
service for residential or commercial 
properties. Ladder cleaning, gutter 
clearing house cleaning and car washing. 
Tel: 07531 485806 or 07964 732719

Ofsted Registered Childminder
in Slaley has a few vacancies remaining. 
For more information please 
contact Emma on 01629 820252

Picture Framing
Market Place, Wirksworth. Complete 
bespoke service, you name it we frame 
it, over 100 different mouldings in stock, 

very competitively priced. Mon to Sat 
open 10 to 5; closed on Weds. Tel 824994

Holiday Cottages
Chestnut Farm, Uppertown. Five 
cottages can accommodate between 2 
and 10 people. Phone Mike Nutting 
for details on 779 9516128.

Photography by Ian Daisley –
family portraits, weddings, motorcycles, 
landscapes, tuition & private 
commissions. Tel. 07918 687624. www.
iandaisleyphotography.com 
www.probikeart.co.uk 
www.highstonegallery.co.uk

• Boxed and classified adverts are regarded as commercial advertising and attract a fee. Please call Peter Fellows for 
information about rates and lineage. 

• Copy for commercial advertising must be with us by the tenth of the month before you wish the advert to be placed. 
• Items for sale and wanted are free to villagers and can be submitted to mutterings@hotmail.com or hand-written to 

19 High St.

 

  

 
 

 


